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Sl Five Board of Foreign Missions appreciates the privilege of conveying to the Church, through 
the medium of the REFORMED CHuRCH MEssENGER, the hearty greetings of the Mission- 
aries and their Associates in our three Missions—JAPAN, CHINA and MESOPOTAMIA. 
There is great reason why the voice of rejoicing should be heard in all our congregations and 
Sunday Schools on Sunday, February 9, 1930. The Lord’s richest blessings have been upon the 
work, the workers, and the liberal supporters. 


THIS GROUP at Ogawara is one of 134 Sunday Schools in our Missions, participating at pres- 
ent in an aggressive Evangelism. They are also showing a fine, persevering, sacrificing spirit in 
raising one-third of the funds for a chapel and a parsonage. They look to us to provide Five 


Thousand Dollars on FOREIGN MISSION DAY. 


Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions. 
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ONE BOOK A WEEK 


WHICH IS THE BEST METHOD? 


Two books contrasting the methods of 
war and peace, have just come from the 


press, which deserve more than passing 
notice. The first, “The War Method and 
the Peace Method” by William I. Hull 


(Fleming H. Revell Company) is a very 
unique as well as instructive book. It is 
history, hut a new kind of history. Prof. 
Hull begins away back with Egypt and 
takes every nation that has since existed 
and tells the story of their wars, and of 
their attempts to settle their disputes by 
peaceable methods and convincingly proves 
that in the case of every nation war was 
ultimately disastrous while peaceful prac- 
tises not only brought happiness and pros- 
perity but that the lasting contributions 
they made to civilization were all of peace 
and not of war. Take Greece, for instance. 
Her wars were her ultimate ruin, and con- 
tributed nothing to human welfare, where- 
as her days of peace have made Greece 
immortal. The philosophy, literature and 
art she gave the world are imperishable 
heritages. Rome and her legions have 
passed away, as well as the-empire she 
built up by them, but her literature and 
law are intertwined with all our civiliza- 
tion. Coming down to our own days, Ger- 
many’s great and happy days, the days all 
the world admires and loves to dwell upon, 
are the happy lays of Goethe, Bach and 
Beethoven. 

But Prof. Hull proves more than this, 
namely: that the wars have not paid, while 
peace methods inevitably have. Let me 
quote a few words from Prof. Hull which 
will bear much pondering: “The historical 


HOW ONE CONGREGATION IS 
DOING IT 


St. John’s Reformed Church, 9th and 
Chestnut Sts., Reading, Pa., Rev. Dr. 
Thomas H. Leinbach, pastor, sent out on 
Jan. 6 the following letter to 58 persons 
who had received the Church paper as a 
recognition of regular Church attendance: 


Dear Friend: 

On Sunday morning, June 23, you were 
presented with a six months’ subscription 
of the “Reformed Church Messenger,” ag 
a worth while reward for having attended 
the morning Church service 25 Sundays 
out of a possible 39, from the middle of 
September, 1928, until the middle of June, 
1929. The Consistory of the Church, and 
the Sunday School much appreciated. your 
faithful: attendance at the regular Church 
worship, and sincerely trust that you have 
enjoyed your reward—the “Reformed 
Church Messenger”’—as it made its weekly 
entrance into your home during the last 
6 months, and now, as your subscription is 
expiring, the Consistory wish to urge, you 
to renew the subscription, so that the 
Church paper may continue to come into 
your home from week to week. 

If it takes 2 and 3 newspapers daily to 
keep us well posted about the news of that 
day, is it not altogether reasonable, if we 
would keep in touch with the pulse and 
heart throbs of the Life and Work of our 
great and beloved Reformed Church in 
our Country and Abroad, that once a week 
we take enough interest and time to read 
the one Chureh paper so ably edited for 
us here in the East, under and by the au- 
thority and direction of the General Synod 
of the Reformed Church in the United 
States? 

That you may find much joy and spir- 
itual help in regularly attending Church 
worship; that you will keep posted with 


contrast in this book between the war- 
method and the peace-method of dealing 
with relations between and among nations 
results, frankly, in favor of the peace- 
method, The author is conscious of hold- 
ing a brief for this method; and yet it is 
not, he believes, wholly one-sided like a 
lawyer’s brief, but is rather a historian’s 
brief in which the facts about the use of 
both methods are permitted to speak for 
themselves. When these facts are fairly 
weighed in Clio’s scales, without either the 
glamor of the sword or the prejudices of 
peace being thrown in on either side, the 
balance falls decidedly on the side of the 
peace-method.” Prof. Hull not only be- 
lieves himself that war is folly and does 
not pay, but he proves it is folly by his- 
tory. It is a silly, unpractical thing, never 
bringing anything that peaceable methods 
would not have secured with no cost of 
life, suffering, and treasure. Prof. Hull 
devoutly prays that the war-makers will 
give the facts of history, as presented in 
this book, a candid consideration and reach 
their own conclusions after they have con- 
sidered the verdict. “Perhaps then they 
will agree with some warriors as eminent 
and experienced as General Grant that 
there never was a war which could not 
have been-prevented by a resort to the 
peace-method. But should he still hold 
with the war-method as justified in the 
past, will he not concede that the peace- 
method might be given a better chance to 
succeed in the future?” 


Another book of real value to all who 
are interested in the better relationships 
of nations is “This World of Nations” by 
Pitman B. Potter (The Macmillan Com- 
pany). The book bears the _ sub-title 
“Foundations, Institutions, Practices,” and 
is a general survey of the relations exist- 
ing between the different nations; national 
policies and foreign policies; international 


the news and work of your Church through 
the “Messenger,” and that you may for- 
ward your name, address and $2.50 for re- 
newal for one year of the “Reformed 
Church Messenger,” to Mr. W. J. Clay, 
1016 N. 5th St., Reading, Pa., is the hope 
and wish of, 
Yours sincerely, 
The Consistory. 


A few days later this letter was followed 
by a representative of the Consistory, to 
interview these friends. We hope many of 
them will want the weekly visits of this 
“assistant pastor’ continued. 


TAKING A TEXT FROM G. B. S. 


(Here’s an editorial by Dr. Dan Brummitt, 
of the ‘Northwestern Christian 
Advocate,” that you simply 
can’t afford to miss.) 


Once upon a time Bernard Shaw said, 
“The Salvation Army spends in a struggle 
with poverty the zeal that was meant for 
a struggle with sin.” 

It was not the first time, nor the last, 
that Shaw turned up among the prophets. 
But his gibe, even if it was merely that, 
had a special sting for some of us who are 
not in the Salvation Army. 

We know an editor who has spent in a 
struggle for subscribers (God forgive him!) 
the energy that he might have put into 
making a paper more deserving of being 
subscribed for. 

We see a preacher pouring out in a 
struggle against heretics who never so 
much as hear of him the passion which 
was meant to give him—and once did give 


.—souls for his hire. 


We have a layman who backs up with 
his money, in a struggle against pacifists, 
the ardor that was meant for a struggle 
against all makers of strife everywhere. 


MESSENGER 


as though it was the’ supreme thing. 
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politics, law and diplomacy; treaties, arbi- 
tration and so on.* There are informative 
chayters showing. how extensively the 
world had been unified even before 1914. 
There are two chapters on war and peace, 
the latter chapter somewhat weakened in 
its appeal because of its total misappre- 
hension of the “pacifist” of whom Prof, 
Potter makes a rather grotesque carica- 
ture. He paints him as one who objects 
to war from dread of suffering. I have 
known hundreds of the extreme pacifists 
and I never knew one who ever thought 
of any suffering war might bring to him 
or her. They opposed war because of the 
absolutely needless and terrible suffering 
it brought to women and children. As a 
matter of fact, I think the bravest and 
most courageous men I have ever met have 
been the non-resistants and conscientious 
objectors. There are three chapters de- 
voted to the League of Nations—its his- 
tory, constitution, organizations, functions 
and achievements. These chapters are 
lucid, valuable and readable, highly to be 
commended to all who wish to know just 
what the League is and what it is not, 
what it can do and what it cannot do. 
Here again Prof. Potter takes a fling at 
the professional peace-worker and again is 
mistaken. He gives the impression that 
the League was purely the work of states- 
men and governments. As a matter of fact 
the whole idea of the League and the 
fundamental articles of the Covenant orig- 
inated with a group of unofficial peace 
workers—several of them “pacifists’—in 
the old League to Enforce Peace. (See 
the interesting little book by the Hon, 
Theodore Marburg: “The League of Na- 
tions,” for the story of the birth of the 
League in the early meetings of the 
League to Enforce Peace.) 


—Frederick Lynch. 


We have heard of a bishop who spends 
in his zeal for thoroughness the time that 
was meant, in part at least, for simple and 
recreative human fellowships, unmixed 


_with shop talk. 


We have heard from a college president 
who exhausts in a struggle for endowment 
the personality that was meant to be an 
enrichment of young life. 


We can name a pastor who dissipates 
on the fiddle-faddle marginalia of his work 
the concentrated thinking that was meant 
to make him a preacher of righteousness, 


We get messages from a board secretary 
who lives so close to the thousand intri- 
cacies of his work that he has lost the 
ability to stand off and see it as a lovely 
bit of the City of God. 

We have been told of a Christian woman 
who spends on comparisons and emulations 
much of the zeal that, though it is yet able 
to feed the hungry and clothe the naked 
and spread the Gospal afar, leaves her 
with no more than a one-sided concern for 
the Kingdom of Christ. 


We listened lately to a Church School 
worker who spends on maps, charts, effi- 
ciency devices, intelligence tests, and sta- 
tistics the genius that was meant to make 
him a true educator in religion to a lot of 
young people who are human before they 
are projects, 


And so on. 


more. And so could you. Shaw himself 


cannot escape rebuke on this so general a — 


fault. We are forever making the good — 
the enemy of the best; missin the wood 
because of the trees; magnifying method 


And all the time there standeth One 
among us, saying “These ye ought to have 
done, and not to have left the other un 


We could mention many 


if i 
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OPENING THE DOOR OF FAITH UNTO THE 
GENTILES 


This is the mission of the Church and this is the errand 
of the followers of Christ. The command of the Lord 
reads: “I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that 
thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.” 
No easy task to accomplish as one may gather from the 
account given by St. Paul and his companion Barnabas 
after their return from the first journey as missionaries of 
the Cross. It is of present interest to us to know what 
report these pioneers of the Gospel brought back to the 
Church at Antioch. They had much to tell. But they were 
content to: rehearse, ‘what great things the Lord had done 
for them.” 

From the things they told we may infer what kind of 
men they were. There was so much of good news to tell 
that they did not stress their own bitter experiences. 

As we look into the record of the past year of our work 
of Foreign Missions there is much to relate of trials and 
troubles, of losses and discomforts. But that was not 
Paul’s way and it shall not be our way. “The Lord hath 
done great things for us, whereof we are glad.” If we 
will write these triumphant words across the records, it 
will help us to forget the hardships and weariness in one 
glowing memory of the great things which God has done 
for the Church. 

Lest the readers of the MESSENGER might conclude that 
we were making light of the distressing experiences of 
those of our workers who had to endure “peril, toil and 
pain” we admit, as we look back over the year 1929, that 
it seems like one unbroken shadow in the valley of patient 
suffering. However, the fact needs to be emphasized and 
should not be forgotten that God’s love and God’s care are 
ever present to help in time of need. There are always 
divine compensations for bleeding hearts and breaking 
spirits. The story is told of an old sailor who gave as the 
summary of his life the motto: “An anchor—stands for 
hope—and in the middle the word Thankful.” This is an 
emblem of the radiant life of the foreign missionary. 

St. Paul had caught the vision of a world in sin, and he 
held to his heart God’s gracious purpose of human redemp- 
tion. With that vision«in his heart he had. gone out into 


the world to ally himself and\all his powers of faith, cour- 
age and self-sacrifice with its operations. His is a great 
story as told to the members of the Church at Corinth and 
it thrills us even now as we read it. Is there a greater joy 
that God can bestow, or man receive, than to be made the 
channel of inspiration and the instrument of help and heal- 
ing to all mankind? This is the vision that should lure 
every Christian. Obedient to it he becomes a vital link in 
the chain of God’s redeeming purpose. 

There are some faint hearts that have lost hope in the 
Church today. They claim that there is something wrong 
with the Church. The Church is going to pieces. They 
forget that Jesus gave the assuring word to Peter, “Upon 
this rock I will build my Church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.” No, there is nothing wrong 
with the Church. If there is anything wrong, it is with 
those members in the Church who fail to appreciate her 
blessings and in doing so neglect to share them with others. 
What they should do is to repent of their own shortcom- 
ings, believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and obey His last 
command, “Go, bear the gospel or send it, to all men every- 
where.” Then a new light will shine in their hearts; they 
will become living witnesses of the power of the Gospel, 
and joy and peace will once more abide in their souls. 


Do not let any of us imagine that the Church is declin- 
ing, or even losing its influence in the world. The Church 
is not a man-made institution. It is not the product of the 
club-instinct applied to religion. The vitality and perpetu- 
ity of the Church depends upon the presence and power 
of the Holy Spirit. Pentecost was the birthday of the 
Christian Church. It was the day on which Christ became 
a manifest power to the world through His followers. 
Pentecost was the beginning of a state that should have 
no end. It meant a united Church; united for surrender, 
service and sacrifice. It meant a community of earnest 
believers whose highest motive took in the spiritual welfare 
of the people unto the uttermost parts of the earth. All 
this is possible again. Meanwhile let us cast away all 
doubts and fears and lift up our hearts unto God, waiting 
for the fulfillment of His promise in our day, “Ye shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit is come upon you and 
ye shallebe my witnesses.” . 


The year 1930 has been set apart by the Generat'Syniod 
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for a worthy celebration of the advent of the Holy Spirit 
on the day of Pentecost, nineteen hundred years ago. The 
Board of Foreign Missions has taken advantage of this 
action by giving large emphasis in the Foreign Mission 
Service to the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in the 
life of believers, and in the extension of the Kingdom of 
Christ. Most appropriate, therefore, is the theme of the 
Service: “By My Spirit, Saith the Lord.’ Vain are the 
efforts of Christians for the conquest of the world apart 
from Him who said, “All power is given unto me in heaven 
and on earth.” That great herald of the Cross, the Apostle 
Paul to the Gentiles, declared: “The weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds.” Yes, there is divine power, the 
power of the risen and glorified Christ resident in the 
Church, and to distribute this power the Spirit of the liv- 
ing God is present and active in the hearts and lives of all 
true believers. 

And now what was the purpose of the bestowal of this 
“power from on high’? The disciples were endued with 
spiritual power for definite service. “Ye shall be witnesses 
unto Me.” Their sphere of witness-bearing was to be unto 
the uttermost parts of the earth. Ah! the work to be done 
in the whole world. Those who stand in the ranks of 
Christ’s servants cannot too frequently remind themselves 
of their high and holy calling. “Opening the door of faith 
unto the Gentiles.’ This is the vision and the mission of 
the Church of Christ. Now, as on the day of Pentecost, 
the power is given by the Holy Spirit for use. If the 
Church, in our day, is to receive and retain this spiritual 
power she must use it for aggressive work. May not the 
seeming lack of spiritual power in the Church be due to 
the fact that the Church to a large degree has given up the 
work of soul-saving. How many of our congregations are 
really making a serious business of winning souls for the 
Kingdom of Heaven? 

If we expect to enjoy the blessed experiences of the first 
Pentecost we must take up the work of that first Pente- 
cost, and we must not lay it down so long as there is one 
unsaved soul in the world. As we look out upon the fields 
ripe unto harvest, at home and in distant lands, we see how 
few are the reapers and how even they suffer for lack of 
proper support. The religion of Jesus Christ was to be a 
world-religion, and this is the best proof that it is the true 
religion. ' Christianity is meant for all people in every 
land. Our duty and privilege as Christians is to witness 
of the saving power of the Gospel unto the ends of the 
earth. Only in this way can we hope for a revival of the 
spiritual life of the Church and hail with joy the coming 
of the Lord. 

—ALLEN R. BARTHOLOMEW, D.D., LL.D. 
hs ak ak te 


THE CHURCH MILITANT 

The Protestant Church is undergoing severe criticism 
from friends within and foes without. Pastors and laymen 
are calling attention to its weaknesses, some well known, 
and others unsuspected. The group outside the Church 
lament its failures in unctuous tones. 

When you sift the charges made, one stands out clearly 
from all the rest: “The Church is Militant. It is spending 
too much time and energy on moral reforms and too little 
on the pure, unadulterated Gospel. It is endeavoring to 
exercise political authority.’ And some pastors and laymen 
are silly enough to squirm under the indictment. 

Why not plead guilty to the charge? The Church is 
Militant. Every wet who fought to save the saloon rue- 
fully confesses to personal knowledge of the militant spirit 
of the Protestant Church. Fifteen years ago Church mem- 
bers gloried in the courage and stamina of the Church in 
the gruelling battle against the entrenched liquor forces. 
Why the change in attitude? In those days we saw the 
product of the saloons in our work-shops and on our 
streets. The Church members were ministering to the hope- 
less wives and hungry, naked children of the patrons of 
the saloons. The apologist for the saloon told of the “good 
cheer” that prevailed in them, and extolled the high char- 
acter of some of the proprietors. The Church saw the 
by-product of the liquor traffic and determined to outlaw 
the business. The success achieved required courage, pati- 
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ence and money. A Militant Church had enough of all 
three to win the victory. 

Now the bootleggers and their friends weep over the 
victims who lose life or liberty as they defy the law. The 
Church is hailed as a fanatical institution that is endeavor- 
ing to dominate the Republic politically. Jf the Church 
does not organize public opinion to uphold the laws, it 
will be recreant to its leader, Jesus Christ. The territory 
gained must be consolidated and protected. The Church 
can’t stop now. 

In the midst of all the noise and confusion, humor will 
crop out. Cardinal O’Connell of Boston is quoted in the 
newspapers as saying that, “Churches which become poli- 
tical factions, with their energy directed to compel virtue 
by statute, will not only be empty but deserted.” To hear 
a Roman Cardinal denounce the political activity of the 
Protestant Church is deliciously funny. The Church of 
Rome has not been so active politically for a generation as 
it has been during the past ten years. Political Concordats 
have been signed in unprecedented numbers. And every 
diplomatic agreement has stressed the political welfare of 
the Church as much as it has defended its spiritual activ- 
ity. If political activity dooms the Church to impotence 
and decay, then the Roman Catholic Church is dead. 

Let us as Christians frankly face all the implications of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is not enough for the Church 
to point men to a Heaven hereafter, and ignore the moral, 


_social and political hell in which men now live. The Church 


must be Militant until in the fullness of time it becomes the 
Church Triumphant, 
—Harry Burton Boyp, D. D., LL. D. 
* * * 


DON’T MISS THIS CHANCE! 

As was to be anticipated, one of the notable by-products 
of the general observance of the Pentecostal Year is the 
number and quality of new books which it is calling forth. 
It is a cheering thought that the greatly needed emphasis. 
on the personality and work of the Holy Spirit, which is 
again so clearly revealed in this Foreign Mission Number 
of the MESSENGER, is engaging the thought and prayer of 
millions. Among the best books which have so far ap- 
peared, we are indebted to the Abingdon Press for four 
volumes of unusual merit: (1) The Christ of Every Road 
(a Study in Pentecost), by the noted missionary in India, 
E. Stanley Jones, (271 pages, $1.50) ; (2) The Holy Spirit, 
Dr. Raymond Calkins, (228 pages, $1.50) ; (3) Some Ex- 
ponents of Mystical Religion, Dr. Rufus M. Jones, of Hay- 
erford College, (237 pages, $1.50) ; (4) Pentecost Day by 
Day, by Dr. Bruce S. Wright, a series of Biblical medita- 
tions and prayer for the 50 days from Easter to Pentecost, 
(111 pages, $.75). Announcement is also made of a new 
volume on “The Holy Spirit” by Dr. Rufus C. Zartman, 
Superintendent of Evangelism in our Church, which is to 
be published Feb. 1. It will contain over 200 pages and the 
advance price is $1.50; after publication, $2. Send in your 
order now. 

It will not be possible, of course, for all our pastors and 
interested Church workers to read all the new books pub- 
lished at this time. The new book by Dr. E. Stanley Jones 
is at once so interesting and wholesome, however, that we 
cannot help wishing it might be universally read. We 
strongly urge every reader of the MESSENGER to secure this 
book and to become intimately acquainted with it. If you 
have any confidence in the Editor’s judgment, make this 
message of Dr. Jones your own. It is a chance which 


should not be missed. 
* x 


A FOOL’S ENTERPRISE 

We sincerely hope that you read, reread and took to heart 
the great New Year’s message by Mr. Roger Babson, given 
in the MESSENGER of Jan. 16. If you missed it—well, we 
are sorry for you. Here is a sentence we beg to repeat. In 
budgeting our time, he said, there are many worthy causes — 
we should consider, but “none are so important as time 
given to the education and proper direction of our chil- 
dren.” ; 

Professor L. P. Jacks has given us many wise counsels, 
but none more arresting, it seems to us, than this: i ite 


“Tf education goes wrong, what else is likely to go right? 
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If the battle of civilization is lost in the schools, who is 
going to win it afterward? If the whole community is 
set wrong in its education, what chances have the clergy 
of setting it right from the pulpit? What are the chances 
of legislation? To begin by starting the community on the 
wrong road, in the plastic period, and then, when it is 
grown up, send out the parson and the policeman to bring 
at back—what fool’s enterprise could compare with that?” 

If we could get pastors, parents, and teachers to ponder 
these two utterances seriously and prayerfully, if all good 
citizens would feel the solemn admonition and the noble 
summons to duty they contain, what a long step forward 
we should take in the building of the Kingdom of God on 
earth. What we are doing with and for the children— 
this is the most important work now being done in. the 
world. “If education goes wrong, what else is likely to go 
right?” Well, how about it? Is education in America go- 
ing right? The MESSENGER will give a valuable prize for 
the best answer to this query (not over 500 words) re- 
ceived by March first. hs = 


THE UNIVERSAL CHRIST 


It was very evident at the birth of the Christian Church 
that the followers of our Lord knew Him for a universal 
Christ, with a message of light for a dark age. In our 
day it is the popular thing to see only the dark side of the 
world’s prospects and to bemoan the impotence of Chris- 
tianity in the face of great world movements that seem 
destined to capture humanity. The fact seems to be that 
it is not Christ who is weak, but we, who are supposed to 
be filled with His power. The liberals blame the situation 
on the preaching of a soporific gospel which failed to at- 
tack social injustice and the real and present evils of the 
world situation, while encouraging people to win the hope 
of Heaven by a personal acceptance of salvation; while 
on the other hand, the conservatives condemn the substitu- 
tion of social service for Christ and the apparent letdown 
of the old doctrinal standards at many points. 

To the mind of the writer, there is this germ of truth 
in both views, which stated rather baldly is that our only 
universal hope is in upholding the universal Christ of cleans- 
ing and power who is able to save both individuals and 
groups to the uttermost, who will not be cast into any nar- 
row mold of our own standards, but whose Spirit must take 
possession of our yielded lives if the world is to find the 
way of redemption. There are evidences that if we are 
ready to follow the guidance that is from above, we will 
find the world field prepared for a great turning to Christ. 
Not every voice is raised in condemnation. Prof, Ellwood’s 
book on ‘“‘Man’s Social Destiny’? was widely read recently 
and carried with it a wholesome faith in the general out- 
come of life, that most surely is echoed in E. Stanley 
Jones’ inspiring volume on “The Christ of Every Road.” 

The price of a Christian world must be paid, not only 
abroad, where earnest, sympathetic, winning voices have 
always been raised, but at home, where our Christianity 
has become so diluted that many are wondering if we have 
anything worth carrying abroad. When we search our own 
hearts and see how very little we have done in behalf of 
the universal Christ, we begin to understand how much 
yielding has still to be undergone. The old remark about 
a Church’s spirituality being measured by its interest in 
Missions holds good today with increased emphasis. It is 
the congregation yielded to the Spirit of Christ that is 
willing to uphold the hands of those who on a grand scale 
possible only to the mind of God are seeking to win the 
world. 

There are four keys which may help unlock the indiffer- 
ence of the Church and her members and give the Spirit 
full sway. One is prayer, which lifts us out of our narrow 
grooves and gives us the spiritual sweep of the heights of 
God’s power. Let there be a constant remembrance in 
pulpits and in private of the great task which awaits com- 
pletion and the personalities through whom it is to be 
achieved. Another is information, whereby we acquaint 
ourselves, not merely in a romantic way, with the great 
facts and problems of world Christianity, thus beginning 
to identify ourselves with the work and opening the way 
to cry out for the Spirit’s help. A third aid is the personal 
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touch, through which we glimpse the attractiveness of 
Spirit-filled personalities now bearing the burdens of ac- 
quainting the world with the universal Christ. Such an 
experience in the writer’s congregation has kindled a deep 
interest, since the support of a missionary was undertaken 
in addition to all other missionary giving. The fourth key 
is the opportunity to share, not alone mentally or spiritually, 
but also in the actual giving of effort and money to the 
work which needs this interest. Each is a means of RE- 
LEASE of the vital power of the universal Spirit, which 
it, our own day is seeking channels for universal helpful- 
ness. —Purp E, DEetrtz. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


* * * 


WHAT PHILADELPHIA NEEDS 


Verily, opinions differ as to the best methods of improv- 
ing a city. The Tammany Police Commissioner, Mr. Grover 
A. Whalen, came over from the metropolis to the benighted 
City of Brotherly Love the other night and told us con- 
fidentially: “What Philadelphia needs is a few good night 
clubs.” These resorts in New York, according to Mr. 
Whalen, are visited by the “best elements” of New York’s 
residents and out-of-town visitors, and “they provide a 
‘place to go’, where people can be merry and yet within 
the law.” True, quite a number of investigators and some 
outspoken journals have described these night clubs as 
rendezvous for notorious criminals and gunmen, as well as 
spider-webs for suckers; but we have it on the authority 
of this fashion-plate among Police Commissioners that they 
are an asset to the city—just what poor, slow, old Phila- 
delphia needs. 

isk Ak 


WHAT CAN YOU DO? 


What can you, as an individual citizen, do while the Dis- 
armament Conference is in session in London, to assist the 
cause of World Peace? First of all, you can pray. Only 
as the representatives of the nations are influenced by the 
Spirit of God can we expect permanently beneficial results. 
Many powerful forces are at work to hinder the work of 
the Conference by insinuation, innuendo, false inferences, 
unworthy suspicions and real or simulated fears. Pray 
earnestly, fervently, definitely every day that the better 
angels of human nature may triumph over these dangerous 
foes. You have very much at stake, if you care for your 
children and children’s children. The failure of the Con- 
ference means competitive building of the enginery of 
destruction, and that means war—perhaps not tomorrow, 
but all too soon. 

You can also do much by reading the right sort of books 
and papers, which will tell the truth. Alas, so many read 
only the headlines in sensational newspapers, which are full 
of unreliable rumors and distorted utterances, which can 
only issue in misunderstanding, spite and hatred. We must 
as Christians be in favor of the risks of peace. Every 
nation, as King George said, must be willing to make some 
sacrifices if peace is to be achieved. America has a su- 
preme opportunity to prove that we want peace and are 
willing to pay an honorable price for it. So let us pray 


that God’s will may be done. 
* * * 


THE DISAPPEARING ORCHESTRAS 


The American Federation of Musicians, which claims a 
membership of 140,000 professional musicians in the U. S. 
and Canada, is obviously alarmed over the amazing inroads 
made in these latter days by “canned music.’ In one of 
the Federation’s recent advertisements in leading dailies, 
we see pictured the two-headed god Janus, from which 
January derived its name. One of these heads, you know, 
gazes into the past; the other into the future. Looking 
at yesteryear, Janus beholds the melodies and symphonies 
of “living music, the language of beautiful dreams.”” But 
when Janus views the tomorrows, what does he see? 
“Shall real music survive,” asks the Federation, “or shall 
machine-made sound monopolize the whole show? The 
public should decide!” 

The unemployment problem has been seriously compli- 
cated by the advent of the “talkies,” and thousands of musi- 
cians have lost their jobs. In the smaller theatres orches- 
tras are no longer to be found. Wherever folks go, life 
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becomes for them more artificial, food is predigested, and 
music is ground out through mechanical devices. And yet 
some folks stay at home to get “canned sermons’ when 
the Church is the one place where they are most certain to 
be free from machine-made sounds, whether of speech or 
music. We do not believe that the fad foisted on us by 
the “talkies” will last. People are bound soon to get tired 
of orchestras of robots or automatons as they do of player- 
pianos or grind-organs. lag 


“PROHIBITION STILL AT ITS WORST” 


Prohibition Still at Its Worst—this is the title of the 
new volume (258 pages, $1.50) by Irving Fisher, Profes- 
sor of Economics at Yale, assisted by H. Bruce Brougham. 
It is a sequel to Prohibition At Its Worst, which is now in 
its 12th edition, and which did so much to demonstrate the 
progress of the Prohibition movement, as viewed by emi- 
nent scientists who endeavored to live up to the sentiment 
of Huxley, “The scientific man should be a fanatic only 
on one subject, the truth.’ Especially to those who are in 
danger of having their minds poisoned by the constant and 
cunning wet propaganda, we commend the serious reading 
of this book, which studies the situation up to date, and 
comes to the following sincere conclusion: “Prohibition is 
admittedly not yet out of its worst period. But it sym- 
bolizes the freeing of a nation from the toilsome drudgeries 
of its ancestors and from their drowning of their sorrows 
in drink. Even im. the opinion of the ‘wets,’ the saloon is 
banished forever. The period of the trial of Federal Pro- 
hibition by the civil service has begun. The people, at- 
tracted by the healthful diversions of a life of ordered in- 
dustry and growing leisure, have thus far by their votes 
fully ratified the beliefs in which a searching and impartial 
study has confirmed us, as follows: 

“(1) Present conditions of law enforcement under Na- 
tional Prohibition are intolerable and must be corrected. 

“(2) Even so, they are not so dark as they have been 
painted. Morever, if we do ultimately correct them, they 
are now in the nature of temporary evils, destined to fade 
away in a few years, while the good from Prohibition will 
go on indefinitely. Mrs. Elizabeth Tilton does well in call- 
ing attention to the length of time taken for the effectual 
prohibition of the African slave trade—from 1807, when 
it was legally abolished, to 1871, when the. last act was 
passed to enforce the law. William Allen White points to 
the generation needed for making prohibition of the liquor 
traffic effective in Kansas. A period of eight years for the 
nation is short indeed, and, in view of the material and 
spiritual gains attainable, thrice that number of years spent 
in more effective enforcement and public education would 
be well rewarded. 

“(3) Prohibition has already accomplished incalculable 
good, hygienically, economically, and socially, — k 

“(4) Real personal liberty, the liberty to live. and enjoy 
the full use of our faculties, is increased by Prohibtion. 

“(5) Light wines and beer cannot be legalized without 
another Constitutional Amendment. 

“(6) No such Amendment can be passed. 

“(7) All that the wets can possibly accomplish is laxity 
of enforcement, or nullification; in other words, enor- 
mously to increase the very disrespect for law which they 
profess to deplore. wy 

“(8) Therefore, the only satisfactory solution lies in 
fuller enforcement.” 
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The Parables of Safed the Sage 
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THE PARABLE OF THE ICE CREAM 


In the summer I dwell in mine own Cottage, and my 
children and their children abide in their own Cottages nigh 
unto me. And the children of various ages move in par- 
ticular groups through the woods and about the little lake, 
and every day toward the close of the afternoon they gather 
in front of my Cottage for a swim. And after they swim, 
they all come unto the door and get Cookies. For this was 
the custom of Keturah always to have Cookies for the 
grandchildren, and they never forget. 

And two of my younger grandchildren, even the small 
son of one of my sons, who hath another name but whom 
we call Pete, and the Little Sister of the Daughter of the 
Daughter of Keturah, who hath red hair and whom we call 
Sammy, spake unto me, saying, Grandpa, art thou to have 
Ice Cream for supper? 

And I said, Yes, my dears. 

Then the Little Sister of the Daughter of the Daughter 
of Keturah said, We are to have no Ice Cream at our house 
tonight. 

And the small son of my son said, I am quite sure that 
we have none at our house tonight. 

And I said, Am I to infer that an invitation would be 
welcome ? 


And they said, We both like Ice Cream. 


And I said, The Honour of your presence is requested 
immediately after supper to eat Ice Cream. And my only 
regret is that the Ice Cream hath already been procured and 
there may not be quite as much of it as there would have 
been if I had known earlier that I was to have Guests. 


And the Little Sister of the Daughter of the Daughter 
of Keturah said, Grandpa, we do not care how much Ice 
Cream there is, just so there is enough. 

And I thought that was a very wise word which the little 
damsel had spoken. “And they came, and there was enough 
both of the Ice Cream and of the Cake. 


And I said, Oh, my God, I thank Thee for giving me 
small children to educate me. For I should not have thought 
of saying it after that fashion, but I think that is the way 
I feel. I want Life, and I do not care how much of it I 
have, just so there is enough. And I want Friendship and 
Love, and I do not care how much, just so there is enough. 
And I want Opportunity for Service, and I do not care 
how much there is of it, just so there is enough. 

And after we had eaten I sate me down at my Type- 
writer and began to write. And the children said, Grandpa, 
what art thou writing? 

And I said, I have learned something, and I am writing — 
it down for the instruction of other men. And I think I 
shall get enough out of it so that I can afford Ice Cream 
tomorrow night. 

And they said, May we come again tomorrow night? 

And I said, Yea verily; and bring the others. I do not 
care how many grandchildren I have, just so there are 
enough. 


FOREIGN MISSION DAY MESSAGES 


THE GREATEST NEED OF THE 
CHURCH TODAY 
By the Rev. Charles E. Creitz, D. Dig 
President of the Board of Foreign 
Missions 

The ecumenical or universal character of 
the Pentecostal assembly is clearly indi- 
eated in Holy Writ: “Parthians and Medes 


tamia, 


and Elamites, and dwellers in Mesopo- 
in Judaea and Cappadocia, in 
Pontus and Asia, in Phrygia and Pam- 
phylia, in Egypt and the part of Libya 
about Cyrene, and sojourners from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 
Arabians, we hear them speaking in our 
tongues the mighty works of God.” 


The Foreign Missionary enterprise as 
well as the Christian Church, was born in 
a very real sense on the day of Pentecost. 
The promise of power by the Holy Spirit 
was followed immediately by the command 


all Judaea and Samaria, 


and unto the ~ 
uttermost parts of the earth.” 


to witness for Christ “in Jerusalem and in _ 
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The power to witness is clearly Christ 
dwelling in the hearts of the believers by 
the Spirit. After Pentecost the disciples 
lived in Christ, in a constant realization 
of His presence. Through Him they 
wrought their mighty deeds, not by their 
own power or godliness. “In the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth, walk,’ said Peter to 


ethical questions of our day, in the social 
reforms of our generation and in the out- 
ward organization of the Church, obscured 
for us the central fect of Christianity— 
the Lord Jesus Christ? Is not our primary 
need still a sense of the presence of Christ? 
And how ean that sense become real, ex- 
cept as we surrender ourselves to what we 


AT THE DEDICATION OF THE MATSUYAMA CHURCH, JAPAN 


Rev. Alfred Ankeney, Missionary-in-charge of the evangelistic work in Miyagi 
Province when the photo was taken last year, is sitting in the center of the 
front row. 


the cripple at the Temple gate; and in the 
name of Jesus they made the morally 
lame to run in the way of God’s com- 
mandments, and the spiritually blind to 
see the King in His beauty, and they 
raised those who were dead in trespasses 
and sins into newness of life. 


All this they achieved not through any 
power of their own, but through the power 
of Christ dwelling in them and working 
through them. Indeed so closely did they 
relate Christ and the Spirit that Paul 
seems to identify the two in the phrase— 
“the Lord is the Spirit.” 

Perhaps the greatest need of the Church 
today is to recapture this sense of the 
presence of Christ in the hearts of her 
members. The Church is in danger of be- 
coming all body without any head, or 
any living, pulsating heart. The Church 
has never been so great in numbers, in 
organization and in wealth as she is right 
now, and yet there is a feeling abroad 
that she lacks power; that she stands 
weak and helpless and unable to move 
in the face of the gigantic problems that 
confront her. 

In her search for power and equipment 
for her task, she flies from one program 
to another, from one organization to an- 
other, from one committee to another, 
from one convention to another, and adds 
statistics to statistics, but her feeling of 
inadequacy remains in spite of all her en- 
deavors. 

How can the Chureh regain this vivid 
sense of the presence of Christ that will 
send her forth again with power to wit- 
ness for Him unto the uttermost part of 
the earth, as she did after the first Pente- 
cost? 

Dr. Stanley Jones, in “Christ at the 
Round Table,’ telling the story of his 
own religious life, declares that with every 
new stage of his self-surrender there came 
to him a new sense of the presence of 
Christ and a new access of power. Has 
perhaps our too great absorption in the 
historical problems of our faith, in the 


believe to be His Spirit and His will? We 
keep Christ at the circumference of life; 
we do not admit Him to its center. There 
are large tracts and areas of our lives into 
which we do not wish Him to intrude. In 
the upper room the only desire was Christ. 
“Sir, we would see Jesus!” is still human- 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT AND CHRISTIAN 
MISSIONS 


By the Rev. Edward S. Bromer, D. D. 


Pentecost and Missions are related as 
Christian truth and life are. 

The modern crisis in the work of Foreign 
Missions is a crisis of Christian message, 
motive and aim. Hither we do or we do 
not have the certainty of God in Jesus 
Christ for the salvation of men. Hence 
the crisis of missions. 

On the background of philosophy within 
the tested sanctions of the sciences, of a 
materialistic theory of the state and so- 
cial-economie control now so operative in 
the civilized nations, of a naturalistic and 
humanitarian religion as the hope of the 
nations,—on such a background it is quite 
true that the distinctive message, motive 
and aim of Christian Missions dissolves 
into the individual and social education of 
man under the control of the national and 
international state. This is the religion of 
the new humanism. It is a religion without 
revelation. Immortality is swallowed up 
in death. Lo, “The Twilight of Christian- 
ity!” The ebb-tide of missions is the flood- 
tide of man’s independence of God and his 
dependence upon a purposeless cosmic ma- 
chine. 


“This is the word of the Lord,’ saying, 
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” 


The marvel of Christianity is its power 
of spiritual rebirth in the days of human 
doubt and distress of nations. Phoenix- 
like it ever rises out of the very ashes of 
seeming death. It is at once the call of 
God and the answer of man. “Man is 
born to trouble as the sparks fly upwards,” 
“Wor whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that through patience and through com- 
fort of the scriptures we might have 


hope.” Christianity is a religion of revel- 
ation. Its keynote is redemption. Its 
method is faith working in love for 


righteousness. Its message is the gospel of 
God in Jesus Christ through the Spirit 
unto the salvation of man. Its impelling 
motive is the love of Christ. Its indi- 
vidual aim is the new man of righteousness 


“IN JOURNEYS OFT” 


Missionaries Bucher and Snyder with their helpers are passing through uncertain 
territory on an evangelistic trip in the Shenchow district of our China field. 
For this reason they are guarded by soldiers. 


ity’s ery. To possess Him and then to 
preach Him is the way to recovered power, 
and as the followers of Christ admit His 
Spirit into their hearts, the Chureh will 
gain the power that will send her forth to 
the Spiritual conquest of the world. 


Reading, Pa. 


in Christ Jesus; its social aim is the Great 
Society, the Kingdom of God in earth and 
heaven. 

The Holy Spirit, according to the New 
Testament, is God working in man through 
Jesus Christ unto redemption. Pentecost 
is the Spirit of God working in individuals 
and the new brotherhood in Christ. Pente- 


“~ 


and Missions are one in aim. Both 
the apostles and the Church soon under 
stood that “There can be neither Jew nor 
Greek, there can be neither bond nor free, 
there ean be no male and female; for all 
are one man in Christ Jesus.” In an ever- 
coming Kingdom the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the individual, in the Church and 
in the world is never finished. 

The crisis of modern missious is 


cost 


the 
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the redemption of man. The work of 
Missions is necessary and continuous, ex- 
tensive and intensive, and various in 
method as the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
In regions where Christ is not known it 


ever presses; in regions where its aims 
are fulfilled in native Christians and 
Churehes it retires. Perhaps the next 


great step in Foreign Missions, under the 
guidance of the Spirit, in countries like 
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Cast of “Salahadin,” given during the Commencement festivities at the American 
School for Boys at Baghdad, Mesopotamia, last June. 


crisis of faith in Jesus Christ as the 
Savior of mankind. The very same forces, 
ecclesiastical, political and economic, that 
crucified Him early in the first century 
may crucify Him again in the twentieth. 

But this does not mean that the Church 
has not blundered in its efforts to do the 
work of Home and Foreign Missions. In 
a real sense the crisis of modern missions 
is a crisis of ecclesiasticism. It surely is 
the crisis of a divided Christianity. It 
is the crisis of the personal, political and 
economic morality of so-called Christian 
nations. 

It is a crisis that calls for deep re- 
pentance and a mighty response of faith 
in the living God in which we will far 
more fearlessly work in love for the com- 
mon good of men. God laying hold upon 
men in the Old and the New Testament 
in times of crisis always meant that there 
was urgent work to be done for the indi- 
vidual and social redemption of men. No 
call of prophet or apostle is ever recorded 
for the glory of its eestacy or an under- 
standing of its psychological processes, but 
for the sake of righteousness, justice, 
merey and peace in human life. It has 
ever been “a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God.” Out of the 
crisis the prophet answered, “Here am I, 
Lord, send me,” and apostles remembered 
it, saying, “Wherefore, O King, I was not 
disobedient to the heavenly vision.” Who 
could foretell what might happen to our 
personal lives, our political and social eco- 
nomie systems, the Church and the State 
and the nations, if the leaders of men 
responded to the grip of the living God 
in Jesus Christ and in a trial of faith put 
personality and the common good above 
property and profit, and at the same time 
set this earth-life courageously in the hope 
of immortality? 

The liberty of the gospel of Christ is the 
liberty of faith working in love for 
righteousness in personal and social liy- 


or 
ing. 


Thus the distinctive message, motive 
and aim of Christianity are centered in 


Japan, China, India and Africa, will be 
to trust the working of the same Holy 
Spirit in native Christians and Churches 
much more, so that they may increase and 
we decrease, and the gospel thereby be 
released to greater freedom and _ power. 
And for us, here at home in our own 
Christian Churches, the very crisis in mis- 
sions reveals the fact, that the crisis is 
really the crisis of the Christian Church 
in its own inner life. It calls for repent- 
ance for our sins of moral indifference 


as a way of living in our homes, in our 
schools, in our communities, in business, 
in labor, in government, justice, economies 
and trade, in national and international 
relationships, and especially in dealing 
with those peoples whom the civilized na- 
tions choose to regard as the subject races. 
In all this, “the primary task of the 
Church is to proclaim the supernatural 
basis and the supernatural end of human 
life.” Here is manifest the distinetiveness 
and uniqueness of the Christian message, 
motive, and aim. Here too is the undying 
incentive to go into all the world, preach- 
ing and teaching the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 
Lancaster, Pa, 


THE POWER THAT WORKETH IN US 
By the Rev. Irvin W. Hendricks, D.D. 


In that fine doxology with which St. 
Paul closes his intercessory prayer for 
the Ephesiaris, we have the keynote for 
the whole Pentecostal program: “Now unto 
Him who is able to do exeeeding abundant- 
ly above all that we ask or think, accord- 
ing to the power that worketh in us, unto 
Him be glory in the Church and in Jesus 
Christ unto all generations for ever and 
ever.” 

We must have great thoughts of God. 
Our God is not a sectarian but a universal 
God; He is great not only in resources 
but in purpose and love, great in His 
promises and faithful in their fulfilment, 
therefore we should expect great .things 
from Him. 

The trouble with most of us is that we 
measure God by human standards, and 
think of Him in terms which are of the 
earth earthy, and thus belittle Him and 
the Kingdom work. 

When challenged by a big proposition 
or a great enterprise in the Kingdom work 
we become perturbed and are apt to turn 
to the world for advice and direction, and 
the result is that we find ourselves eum- 
bered with an equipment, which in many 
particulars is as little suited for the 
spiritual conquest of the world by the 
Church, as was the armor of Saul for 
David’s battle with Goliath. The machin- 
ery must be in proportion to the power, 
or the loom, the lathe, the press—or the 
man will not function properly 

God in His universe never wastes pow- 
er; everything is conserved and there must 


KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS OF NORTH JAPAN IN CONFERENCE 


Our Aomori Church was the host to the Interdenominational Kindergarten 
Teachers’ Conference, made up of representatives from the Christian Kinder- 


gartens of the Tohoku (North Japan). 


Rev. T. Taguchi, pastor of the Aomori 


Church, is seen third from the right in the front row. 


and transgression, of sectarianism and 
dogmatism, of failure, for lack of faith 
and courage in turning the light of the 
ethics of Jesus on our political and eco- 
nomie life, and in declaring for peace 
against war. It calls for renewed faith 
in the Father-God of Jesus Christ and 
reconsecration of our lives to the preach- 
ing and teaching and application of His 
gospel of personal and social redemption 


be a divine economy in the use of God’s 
gifts of power to the Church. 

We need organization; all life and en- 
deavor must be organized to function prop- 
erly. The Church of the living God is an 
organism; the source of its life and power 
is from the Head and Heart of the Church, 
and the members must become vitalized, 
inspired and empowered in order to be- 


’eome witnesses and laborers with God. 
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When the Chureh really undertakes the 
Pentecostal program with the Pentecostal 
purpose, God will surely give the Pente- 
costal power. Let us ever keep in mind 
that we—the people—constitute the body, 
the organism of the Church and thus we 
condition, on the human side, its progress. 

We need a simple, thinkable and prac- 
tical doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Our 
thinking of the Holy Spirit is cumbered 
by some teaching we have had on the sub- 
ject of the Trinity. Let us forget some 
of the mathematical formulas which have 
not only confused many in their thinking 
of God, but also confounded their faith; 
and let us not inject too much mathe- 
matics into a subject so purely spiritual. 

Is not the doctrine of the Trinity at 
best a feeble description which man has 
given of God as he has learned to know 
Him—as a friendly God who faithfully 
fulfills all the functions of Fatherhood: 
as a loving Saviour who desires that not 
any should perish and so reaches to earth 
and in the Person of His well-beloved Son 
redeems man and gives him the abundant 
life; and as the all-pervading and ever- 
present Spiritual Presence enlightening, 
inspiring, comforting and empowering men 
to become faithful witnesses of Him and 
the truth to the uttermost parts of the 
earth. 

The Foreign Mission enterprise is a 
stupendous undertaking of the Church, but 
it is possible for God to accomplish all 
things which are according to His pur- 
pose and in His own way; and this clearly 
and emphatically requires the co-operation 
of man. He is a great God and He has 
adequately equipped man and the Church 
for the work. He has given us the com- 
mission: “Go ye and make disciples of all 
the nations;” and has added a correspond- 
ingly great promise: “And lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” And again, “You will receive pow- 
er, when the Holy Spirit is come upon 
you, and ye shall be my witnesses both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sa- 
maria, and unto the uttermost parts of 
the earth.” 


Let us be responsive and receptive to so 
great a Power, and faithfully co-operate 
in so great, so divine, so human an enter- 
prise, and the history of the Church will 
be transfigured by the glorious achieve- 
ments. 


Chambersburg, Penna. 


x - ies Bye 


SPRING MEETING OF CLA 


RECIPROCITY 


By Alice Stockwell Stahr 


Any relation in life by its very essence 
involves a reciprocal action. If, for in- 
stance, there is to be a “getting” there 
must be a “giving,” and just in so far 
as there is a proper balance from each 


SSIS OF NORTH HUNAN, 


direction, in just so far lies the strength 
of the result. 

Surely the last decade has proved the 
inevitable fact of this reciprocal action 
in Foreign Missionary endeavors. It has 
been only recently that we have realized 
that the misnamed “heathen” are not 
alone the recipients, when missionaries go 
out to carry them the gospel. Every mis- 
sionary—indeed every observing and un- 
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power-giving principle: belief in Christ 
as their leader and as the example for 
their lives. No one has ever questioned 
this need, and so we have sent out our 
missionaries and our money and our pray- 
ers that our deep experience of Christian- 
ity may be world-wide. Our contributions 
of men and women and money and prayers 
have been too few, far too inadequate for 
the need, but we are constantly striving 


FIRST MOTHERS’ MEETING AT THE AOMORI KINDERGARTEN 
The Kindergarten is an invaluable branch of the evangelistic work in Japan and 
has been the means of bringing many adults as well as children to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. 


derstanding visitor—who has spent any 
time on foreign shores has come home en- 
riched by many experiences. China, Japan 
and India and other non-Christian coun- 
tries have given to us a heritage of great 
wealth and intelligence. We Americans 
who are rather inclined to consider our- 
selves the “last word” in civilization are 
somewhat surprised, and we ought to be 
chagrined, to find that many of our latest 
ideas in art and science and literature, 
if traced back to their sources will be 
found existing, in the essential, centuries 
before we, as a nation, had even been 
dreamed of. We cannot live twenty-four 


CHINA 
Tea is being served to the members of the Classis by the lady missionaries at 
Yochow City. 


hours in our modern life and use eyes and 
minds without recognizing the remarkable 
contribution which non-Christian countries 
have given us. And what have we given 
them? What have these cultured non- 
Christian countries needed? Unquestion- 
ably they have lacked one great and 


to increase our efforts and Christianity is 
steadily making its inroads in non-Chris- 
tian countries. 


From this angle there seems to be a 
fairly satisfactory reciprocal relation in 
Foreign Missionary work; but there is an- 
other angle from which the missionary 
problem should be considered. What is 
the relationship between us at home and 
our foreign missionaries on the field? No 
one can doubt that they are serving us 
in the sacrifice of their lives for the great- 
est project before the world today—that 
of making the world one for Christ. And 
what do we do for them? Send them 
money (in limited amounts), and prayers 
(occasionally), but—and here is our great- 
est failure—are we supporting them by 
our manner of living at home? Are all 
the Christian Chinese and Japanese, who 
come to our United States to learn more 
of Christ, to get Christian education and 
ideals and inspiration to take back to 
their lands, going to find that for which 
they are seeking? When they come to our 
country, are they indeed always going to 
find it easy to recognize that in coming 
to America they have at last reached a 
Christian land? Are they going to find the 
citizens of the United States “seeking first 
the kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness” as they have been taught by Chris- 
tian missionaries that Christian people do? 
Are they finding the principles of Christ 
exemplified in American home-life, in our 
schools, in our social interests and in our 
politics, often, indeed, in our Churches 
themselves? Can they feel sure when they 
come to America that our life here is 
richer and better and purer because we 
here in the United States put first things 
first; and do they find waiting for them 
here the spirit of brotherly love, “the 
love of neighbor” which they have been 
taught is one of the foundation stones of 
the doctrine of Christ? If we are to give 
reciprocal help to our missionaries we must 
back up their teachings by making Amer- 
ica actually Christian. Our easy-going, 
loose-principled American life must be a 
veritable detriment to the work of the 
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foreign missionary, is, in fact, a menace 
to our own national strength. 


At the beginning of this new year, with. 


its Pentecostal significance, we should very 
fittingly take inventory of our Christian 
virtues and find out where we stand as 
individuals, as organizations, as a nation. 
Are we so living as to prove to nations, 
who know not Christ, that life without 
Him is without value? Are we so using 
the principles of Christianity in our indi- 
vidual and national life that non-Christian 
nations shall look eagerly to us to find 
the source of our great soul-strength and 
power? Is not one of the greatest needs of 
the foreign missionary today the need of 
greater Christian activity in the life of 
his own countrymen at home? We ean- 
not expect thinking men and women in 
China, Japan and India to believe the 
gospel of Christ as taught them by the 
missionaries unless they find these same 
teachings about Christ actuating the lives 
of American men and women who are send- 
ing the missionaries to foreign shores. 
Hanover, Pa. 


THE PENTECOST OF THE MISSION 
FIELD 


By the Rev. A. V. Casselman, D. D. 
Pentecost has always been a feast of 


joy and power for the convert on the. 


mission field. This has been true from 
the days of that first Pentecost. After 
Péter had learned the real significance of 
his own sermon on the day of Pentecost 
and began to. proclaim that truth through- 
out other sections of the country, we find 
it recorded in the fifteenth chapter of 
Acts that some of the home Church folks 
at Jerusalem objected to Gentiles being 
received into the Church without first sub- 
mitting themselves to rites which made 
them Jews. Then Peter gathered the 
elders together to consider this whole 
matter. “And,” so the record goes, “when 
there had been much questioning, Peter 
rose up and said unto them: God, who 
knoweth the heart, bare them witness, 
giving them the Holy Spirit even as He 
did unto us; and He made no distinction 
between us and them, cleansing their 
hearts by faith.” Thus did he describe the 
Pentecost of the Gentiles. 

From that day to this some of the most 
beautiful teaching concerning the work 
of the Spirit of the living God comes from 
the mission field. This has been made 
possible because of the very significant 
fact that some of the finest examples of 


REV. J. FRANK BUCHER 


Mr. Bucher is standing inside the 

front door of his cottage at Ben 

Shan Teo, a small mountain retreat 

ten miles from Shenchow, which of- 

fers some relief from the great heat 
of the city in summer. 


Spirit-filled Christians are to be found on 
the mission field. It is coming to be gen- 
erally acknowledged by missionary lead- 
ers that the Christians of the mission field 
give us some of the most beautiful in- 
terpretations of Christian truth and some 
of the most touching and telling illustra- 
tions of the Christian life. 


REV. AND MRS. KARL H. BECK 
AND FAMILY 


Mr. and Mrs. Beck returned to China 
last fall and are now engaged in 
evangelistic work at Yochow City. 


Some twenty-six or twenty-seven years 
ago, when the Missionary Education 
Movement was being launched by what 
was then known as the Young People’s 
Missionary Movement, there was much 
talk throughout the Church about the per- 
sonality and power and work of the Holy 
Spirit. There was a great deal said in 
those days about the reception of the 
Holy Spirit as a sort of “second birth” or 
“second conversion;” and those who claim- 
ed to possess this very desired experience 
too, frequently rejoiced publicly over the 
fact. At this meeting there was much 
said that was according to the language 
and thought of the day. However, on 
Sunday the late Bishop Thoburn, of India, 
a peer among missionaries, preached the 
sermon. In the opening sentences of his 
sermon, in his quiet and unassuming way, 
he said something like this: “We are hear- 
ing a great deal about the Holy Spirit 
these days; in fact, I think we are hear- 
ing too much about the Holy Spirit. When 
Jesus promised His Spirit to His people, 
He said that this self-same Spirit would 
not speak of Himself but would take of 
the things of Christ and reveal them unto 
us. When I hear a man talking very 
much about the Holy Spirit, I know that 
he does not possess the Holy Spirit; but 
when I see a man living like Jesus did, I 
know that he is filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” It is not surprising that very 
much of the unstudied talk of the Holy 
Spirit was absent from the platform of 
the convention from that day on. 


Illustrations of this type from the mis- 
sion field are to be found everywhere. 
Dr. E. Stanley Jones in his new book, 
“The Christ of Every Road—A Study in 
Pentecost,’ has this beautiful way of 
teaching the truth of Pentecost. It is a 
beautiful example of the Pentecost on 
the mission field. Says he: “I have watched 
the peasants of India laboriously lifting 
water into their rice fields by a basket sus- 
pended on ropes. It is hard, slow work. 
But I have also watched the sunbeams 
come and quietly and gently lift the water 
and drop it down upon their fields. It 
was done without strain. Some of us have 
tried pathetically to lift the level of the 
life amid which we labor, but it is hard, 
strained, and heartbreakingly meager in 
its results. It is all lifting by hand. It 
is strain, hence drain. Pentecost offers to 
struggling ineffectiveness the gentle but 
effectual Power of the living Spirit.” 


January 30, 1930 


We shall all do well and be richly re- 
warded if during the celebration of this 
Pentecostal year we give ourselves over 
to some serious missionary reading of some 
of the many interesting modern missionary 
books. We shall find ourselves duplicating 
the experience of St. Peter in finding that 
God “who knoweth the heart, bare them 
witness, giving them the Holy Spirit, even 
as He did unto us.” And in this experi- 
ence we shall likewise find that our own 
hearts have been perceptibly widened for 
the incoming of the Holy Spirit. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


THREE GENERATIONS OF 
CHRISTIANS 


By Mrs. David B. Schneder 


Here are three faces which I know 
will interest you. The oldest lady is Mrs. 
Takahashi, one of the first converts led 
to Jesus and baptized by our first mis- 
sionary, Rey. Ambrose D. Gring. 


The woman in middle age is Mrs. Sato 
the daughter of Mrs. Takahashi, and was 
baptized in infancy by Dr. Jairus P. Moore. 
She came into our home at the age of 
eighteen years, a much disappointed bride 
of about one and one-half years. Her 
husband loved her but her mother-in-law 
did not even like her, so she was returned 
to her own home. 

Our oldest preacher, Rev. Kametaro 
Yoshida, brought her to us, and asked me 
to use her in helping me. She has now 
been in our home thirty-two years, and in 
all these years she has been a faithful 
Christian, and a great help to me. She 
is a “tip-top” cook, and not a day passes 
in which she does not do some kind act 
of love for some one. No matter how 
hard the day’s work may be, she is always 
cheerful and happy. She never grumbles 
or is cross because of too much to do. 
She feels that she is helping us in the 
furtherance of God’s Kingdom in her home- 
land. Because of her loyalty and faithful- 
ness, I am enabled to do a far greater 
work for my Lord than I otherwise could. 
do, if she did not look after our house- 
hold affairs so beautifully. A number of 
years after she came to us she married 
again and has five children. 

The young lady is Mrs. Sato’s eldest 
child. She has graduated in English, Bible, 
and Music from our Miyagi College, and 
has been teaching in a Mission School un- 
til recently. She is a brilliant girl and 
devoted to the cause of her Lord. She 


MISS NOBU SATO 


A Graduate of Miyagi College and 
Christian of the Third Generation, — 
having been baptized by Dr. David 
B. Schneder. 
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was baptized by my husband. Who knows, 

but that we may live to see the fourth 

generation of Christians from this family! 

Do you wonder we are happy in our work? 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE NEXT HALF CENTURY IN JAPAN 
By the Rev. David B. Schneder, D.D. 


This Pentecostal Year happens to mark 
the beginning of the second half century 
of our Reformed Missionary work in 
Japan. Our Church’s first half century of 
missionary work has brought rich and 


MOTHER AND DAUGHTER 


Christian Council, embracing all Protest- 
ant denominations. Hundreds of workers, 
missionary and Japanese, will take part in 
it, and its leader will be Kagawa, the out- 
standing Christian leader of Japan. Al- 
most as great as the influence of Ghandi 
in India is the influence of Kagawa in 
Japan, and his influence is purely and posi- 
tively Christian. “One Million Souls for 
Christ” is the goal, and without doubt, un- 
der the Spirit’s power, this movement will 
mark a new forward step in Japan’s pro- 
gress Christ-ward. 


The situa- 


But the victory is not yet. 


Mrs. Takahashi (right) was baptized by Rev. Ambrose D. Gring, our 
first missionary to Japan. 
Mrs. Sato (left) was baptized by Dr. Jairus P. Moore, our second 
missionary to Japan. 


blessed results,—results far beyond what 
was dreamed of when the work began; 
what results will the next half century 
bring forth in Japan? That is a great 
and critical question, not only for our 
own Church, but for Christianity as a 
whole. The next fifty years will almost 
certainly determine whether Japan will 
become Christian or not. And as Japan 
goes, Asia will go. 

Today, just nineteen hundred years after 
the birth of the Christian Church, the 
signs ave promising. There are indications 
that Japan, the best educated, the most 
progressive, and the highest aspiring na- 
tion of the Orient, is turning Christ-ward. 
Recently Evangeline Booth returning from 
a trip to Japan said: “A great general 
trend toward Christianity is apparent in 
Japan.” Our own Reformed work has 
never been so hopeful as now. Our North 
Japan College for boys and young men, 
and our Miyagi College for girls and 
young women, are crowded with students, 
and their spiritual condition has never 
been so good as now. Our Churches are 
active and pressing toward self-support. 
Our Japanese leaders are more and more 
feeling independent responsibility. More- 
over, the Gift that was given on the Day 
of Pentecost nineteen centuries ago is with 
us in our work in Japan. Conversions, 
changed lives, burning zeal for the salva- 
tion of others, are manifestations of the 
Spirit’s power constantly with us. 

What is true of our Reformed work is 
true generally of all Christian work in 
Japan. Progress Christ-ward has become 
a national movement. It is affecting all 
aspects of life,—individual, social, indus- 
trial, political, and international. More- 
over, at the beginning of this Pentecostal 
Year, which we shall see this once and 
never again, we are filled with a great 
new hope. A three years’ nation-wide for- 
ward movement, called “The Kingdom of 
God Movement,” has been begun. It is 
under the management of the National 


tion is rather a new call to arms for Christ. 
Far better equipment for our evangelistic 
work is needed. The “mother Church” of 
our work in Tokyo must relocate and 
there are no funds available to buy a lot 
for it. Funds are ‘also ‘needed to push 
forward and open up new work. The edu- 


ei rd 
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missionary vision which is so powerful an 
inspiration to genuine Christian zeal? 
Lastly, it is for us and our fellow-laborers 
on the field more genuinely to show Christ 
to the unsaved, through our life and labors. 
Recently a prominent Christian layman of 
Tokyo died. For many years he had been 
the leading elder in the largest congrega- 
tion in the capital city. When he was a 
young man he married a Christian wife. 
He prospered in business and then, like 
many others, took to himself a concubine. 
His wife learned of it, but her faith sus- 
tained her. Bravely, gently, she suggested 
to her husband that he build rooms for 
the concubine upon their own premises, so 
that she, the wife, might take care of 
her. The husband assented and carried 
out the plan. The wife showed the con- 
cubine much kindness, also she taught her 
her own faith. Finally the concubine be- 
came a believer. Then she told the hus- 
band that she could no longer continue 
in the immoral relationship. The victory 
was won. The Christian wife had shown 
Christ to her husband, and in deep con- 
trition he turned to Him. He put away 
the concubine, but providing for her liy- 
ing, and he himself became a great power 
for Christ and His Church. Kagawa be- 
came a Christian because a missionary 
showed him Christ. Kagawa is making 
such a profound impression because, as 
probably no other man in Japan, he is 
showing Christ to the multitudes, and they 
heed him. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


VISIBILITY OF THE HEIGHTS 
By President William F. Curtis 


In sacred literature there is a poetic 
picture* which carries a suggestion for 
the modern Christian Church. This picture 
belongs to the apocryphal days. If worked 
out in detail it would appear to most of 
us as being grotesque. There is one phase 
of this picture which deserves close study, 
“The hands of the man are under his 
wings.” 

Obviously, when the creator of this pic- 
ture conceived the idea, he had in mind 
visualizing the child of God. Into this 
picture, he wrought hands,—which belong 
to man even in our modern day, but he 


UNION SERVICE OF CHURCHES OF SOUTHERN MIYAGI PROVINCE 


Held at Ogawara, Japan, on Foreign Mission Day two years ago. 


cational work, too, calls for fuller equip- 
ment, if it is to hold its place of respect 
and influence among the rapidly develop- 
ing government institutions. Moreover, 
more real interest and more prayer on the 
part of the Home Church are needed. 
Are not the home Churches in recent years 
becoming increasingly self-centered and 
localized in their interest, thus losing the 


also wrought wings which modern civiliza- 
tion fails to indicate and sometimes en- 
tirely forgets. It is well, in my judgment, 
that we recall the fact that long ago, at 
least, a picture of the Son of God had 
wings. When the Holy Ghost was symbol- 
ized, He was symbolized in the form of 
a dove. Artists tell us the dove was al- 
ways in flight, so that the wings of man 
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were lost either through man’s self-suffi- 
ciency or else his neglect to use the same. 
Thus gradually, the modern man became 
wingless. 

While celebrating the anniversary of 
Pentecost, it may be wise to recall that 
man was the possessor of wings and that 
the real man of power in all ages was 
he who used his wings. The large world 
view which a man of God must have, can 
come only after he spreads his wings and 
flies through the air. Someone tells us 
that the defectiveness of man’s outlook 
today lies in the fact that the visibility 
of man’s atmosphere is foggy and that the 
fog is becoming more dense each year. 
Now comes the aviator and tells us that 
when he faces a bank of fog, he shoots 
above it and the higher he goes, the great- 
er is the visibility of the atmosphere. Per- 
haps my world view is so defective be- 
cause I have not risen on my wings above 
the fog of modern civilization and have 
not used a God-provided ally, namely, 
visibility of the heights. The anniversary 
of Pentecost would be a fitting time to 
renew the use of my wings. 


Scientists tell us that the great things 
which man will accomplish in the immedi- 
ate future, will be in the air. There is 
where discoveries will be made which are 
inconceivable at present to our narrow 
sectional minds. Would I have a part in 
these great ‘discoveries? Certainly, every 
‘red-blooded man-is anxious to-have some- 
thing to do in the. general increase’ ‘of 
human welfare. Then, he ‘must begin now, 
on this anniversary of Pentecost to exer- 
cise and use his wings. 


Another important aspect of this apo- 
eryphal vision, is the relative position of 
the wings and the hands. Notice the 
hands are under the wings or the wings 
are folded over the hands; naturally, the 
hands are not supposed to be used until 
the wings are outspread. The outspread 
wing releases the hand; flight precedes ac- 
tion. This relative place of the wings may 
give us an explanation of the fruitless 
effort which many of us put forth in the 
past. How strenuously we used our hands! 
How fruitless have become many of our 
frantic efforts! Why? Perhaps, because 
we had no wings, having lost them through 
neglect and indifference, to lift us into 
the air and to release our hands. Fly first, 
Oh you coming man of God. Gain the ad- 
vantage of the greater visibility which 
always lies in the higher altitudes, and 
then your hands will be set free to do 
the work which your eyes will see. May 
Pentecost bring to the man of today a 
new consciousness of the possession of 
wings. 


*Ez. 1:8. 
Allentown, Pa. 


LIKE DAVID, THEY FLED TO GOD IN 
PRAYER 


By the Rev. Edwin A. Beck 


Seven young men were in a little Budd- 
hist temple among the foothills of Ma- 
bu-shan, China. Evangelist Hsu was with 
them, and they constituted a Preaching 
Band. The temple with its idols was their 
headquarters, and every morning they went 
out by two and two to visit the villages 
round about and to preach. 


This idea of a preaching band had been 
conceived in prayer. For, these seven Hup- 
ing boys, heavy of heart one Sunday after- 
noon when the hostile influences of De- 
cember, 1926, began to bear so disastrously 
on their Christian fellowship, repaired to a 
hilltop and spent the hour in prayer. One 
of the results of that hour was this plan 
to go out together into the hostile world 
to preach the gospel. So here they were 
in this hinterland back of Yochow; and 
day after day they followed up their op- 
portunities to preach the gospel. : 


Now that was an adventurous thing to 
do. For, the anti-religionists that were 


coming into possession of the Province, 
were not content to reject religion for 
themselves, but were deliberately setting 
out to check the preaching of religion and 
to stamp it out. This was in the days 
when our beloved Li Si was exiled from 
Yochow; when many in Eastern Hunan 
were driven from their homes and humili- 
ated; and when our own Pastor Chen was 
beaten and killed. Calamitous times! In- 
deed, a “Storm of destructions!” 


In the midst of it these boys invited 
Rev. Hesser C. Ruhl and myself to come 
over and spend the Sunday with them. 
They wished to share with us the celebra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper. This we were 
glad to do, though in a way it increased 
their hazard. 

To us it was spiritually refreshing to be 
with them. They were up in the morning, 
making fires and cooking their rice. But 
even before that some of them had been 
out on the hillside under the stars to 
meditate and to pray. And from the early 
dawn, as from the twilight of the evening 
before, we heard the strains of “Jesus, 
Lover of My Soul,” and “Rock of Ages 
Cleft for Me.” 

After breakfast we assembled in one of 


from this sequestered region, the Psalmist’s 
prophecy nevertheless came true,—while 
their own feet were singularly kept from 
the snares, their persecutors fell into their 
own pitfalls, suffering imprisonment, some 
of them, and even death. 

Last year, when the writer was back in 
China, Evangelist Hsu was at his station 
in Linsiang, and the seven young men 
were safely engaged in useful work in 
various places—all in China with the ex- 
ception of one, who is pastor of a Chinese 
congregation in Korea. 


New York City, N. Y. 


PENTECOST AND FOREIGN MISSIONS 
By the Rev. J. P. Moore, D.D. 


“Ye shall receive power after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem 
and in Judea and in Samaria and unto 
the uttermost parts of the earth.” These 
are the words of the Master unto the first 
disciples, showing that Pentecostal Power 
was conferred for the purpose of witness- 
ing—doing evangelistic work. 

Under the influence and power bestowed 
upon the infant Church on the day of 


HUPING PREACHING BAND AT NAN YOH TEMPLE 


the dingy rooms of the temple where we 
commemorated the Saviour’s dying love. 
The day was spent in preaching to the 
groups who came to the temple. But in 
the evening the boys gathered and re- 
quested the exposition of a Psalm for their 
comfort. 5 

This band had already been followed by 
hostile parties and driven from place to 
place, from Yung-kia-wan to Sin-tsiang, 
and from Ma-tang to Nan-yoh Temple; 
it appeared that their position here was 
very much like that of David when he was 
followed by Saul. So we read the 57th 
Psalm—“Be merciful unto me, O God, be 
merciful unto me; for my soul trusteth in 
thee; yea, in the shadow of thy wings will 
I make my refuge until these calamities 
be overpast. They have prepared a net 
for my steps; my soul is bowed down: 
they have digged a pit before me, into the 
midst whereof they are fallen themselves.” 
The Psalmist was still “among lions” and 
surrounded by “men, whose teeth were 
spears and arrows, and their tongue a 
sharp sword.” But he believed that God’s 
MERCY and TRUTH like twin angels 
would be sent forth to guide his steps; and 
that it would be his enemies, themselves, 
who would fall into their own snares and 
pitfalls! 

That message was left to the band as 
the encouragement of the Psalm, with its 
further exhortation to keep on singing 
through the night, for it is songs in the 
night that make the morn break the ear- 
lier! 

Well, the remarkable thing is, that 
though these boys were soon driven even 


Pentecost, this great work of witness- 
bearing was begun and successfully car- 
ried forward down through the centuries. 
May we not say that the success of mod- 
ern missions is due to the same power? 
Like the Apostle Paul who went forth, to 
what was then the ends of the known 
earth, men like Morrison of China, Carey 
of India, Verbeck of Japan and others 
went forth, and under the power and 
guidance of this same Spirit laid founda- 
tions and blazed pathways, and thus 
started a foreign missionary work, which 
was carried forward by their successors 
until the time has come when nations like 
Japan are being drawn to the Christ of 
God. 

The Master knew the difficulties jin 
connection with this witnessing. He knew 
the strength that those who went forward 
in the performance of this task and in 
obedience to His command would need, 
and hence it was that He said, “Tarry ye 
in Jerusalem until ye are endued with 
power from on high.” To the extent that 
the missionaries and the native workers 
are filled and imbued with this Pente- 
costal Power, their work will be crowned 
with success, and the victory of winning 
the world for Christ will be won. If pas- 
tors and the membership of the Church 
are spiritually revitalized and spiritually 
energized, and uplifted during this Pente- 
costal Year, the work of Foreign Missions 
will receive proper attention; greater in- 
terest will be taken and the work will be 
more liberally supported than ever before. 
The Apportionment will be paid in full 
and the Board’s finances cared for. | 
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When the Lord commanded the early 
disciples to “tarry in Jerusalem,’ He must 
have thought of the difficulties they would 
have to face and overcome, the hardships 
to endure and the disappointments to meet. 
What was true of the early missionaries 
is true also of the modern missionary. He, 
too, has difficulties, hardships and disap- 
pointments, and he, too, needs the Pente- 
costal: spirit. I am thinking of our mis- 
sionaries in Japan, in China and Mesopo- 
tamia. Let us hope that they and those 
associated with them in the work, together 
with us here in the homeland, will receive 
a new Baptism of the Spirit; and thus be 
endued anew with the power and influence 
that will follow such an outpouring! Given 
the Pentecostal Power by the workers on 
the field and the workers at home, there 
will be a new era in our foreign missionary 
enterprise. 

The Lord not only foreknew the hard- 
ships and trials of the first missionaries, 
but He knew, also, the power necessary 
to convert stony and sinful hearts. He 
knew the salvation of mankind and the 
winning of the world to Himself was a 
work so great, and so difficult that it 
could not be done by man’s unaided efforts. 
No, it will never be accomplished simply 
by the spread of science and learning; not 
by more organization and missionary ma- 
chinery. “Not by might but by my Spirit, 
said the Lord.” Except a man be born of 
water and the Spirit—the Holy Spirit— 
he cannot enter the Kingdom of God. And 
by no other agency or power can the King- 
dom of God be established in the hearts 
of men or the world at large. 


In conclusion I wish to speak of the 
reflex influence upon the Chureh that is 
thoroughly interested in Foreign Missions, 
works for it and contributes liberally to- 
wards it. To bring before us such reaction 
upon a Church I will make mention of a 
concrete example which I learned during 
a visit in Kansas. In a certain town there 
was a Presbyterian Church which was in 
a rundown condition. Pastor and people 
were discouraged. The Church needed re- 
pairs, but there was no spirit nor money 
to do it. The current expenses were not 
met and things were getting worse. What 
could be done? The pastor got an inspira- 
tion. It was to the effect that the con- 
gregation should have its own foreign mis- 
sionary. When he broached the subject, 
the session thought their pastor was be- 
side himself. But he begged of them to 
try it for one year. They did do so and 
new life came to that congregation. They 
continued having their own missionary; 
the Church was repaired and the bill 
promptly met. The pastor’s salary was 
raised and all current expenses faithfully 
paid. In the course of time, this Church 
became so prosperous that not only one 
but two foreign missionaries were sup- 
ported, also two home missionaries in the 
South. The result was a growing, pros- 
perous Church, and a happy pastor and 
people. What is true of this particular 
congregation is true of many others. 

This Kingdom work to the ends of the 
earth has its reward already in stimulat- 
ing those who earnestly engage in it. 
Say what you will, the congregations that 
have the foreign missionary spirit and are 
most active in this kind of Kingdom work 
are, as a rule, prosperous and influential in 
all their congregational activities. There- 
fore as our honored Secretary says in a 
letter to all our mission workers, “We need 
to face the 1930 Pentecostal Year with the 
same preparation in mind and heart as did 
the early disciples who continued in prayer 
and waiting for the fulfillment of the 
Saviour’s promise.” With him I pray that 
this Pentecostal Year 1930 will go down 
into history fraught with many blessings 
upon our three Missions. 

I cannot refrain from speaking of our 
Japan Mission work. Former difficulties, 
former opposition on the part of the Gov- 
ernment and people no longer exist. The 
missionary is welcomed and invited. The 


door of opportunity stands wide open. The 
field is ripe for a great harvest. I pray 
that we may rejoice the hearts of our 
missionaries in that country as also in 
China and the Near East, by the new 
impetus this work will receive during this 
Pentecostal Year of 1930. 
Lansdale, Pa. 


THE SPIRIT OF GOD WORKING IN 
JAPAN 


By Prof. Genshiro Koriyama 


“Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
one .” In obedience to this command 
the pioneer missionaries of the Protestant 
Churches in America ventured to tread 
the unexplored soil, spiritually speaking, in 
the Far East, in the forties, even when 
Japan had not yet adopted the systems of 
European civilization, and seemed to the 
outside world “a heathen land living in 
darkness.” They had to suffer the same 
kind of hardships and persecutions that 
the Apostles had done in preaching the 
gospel to the Gentiles. Since then, many 
missionaries have followed their footsteps, 
and a large number of workers has been 
trained in the Christian institutions estab- 
lished by the foreign missions of various 
denominations, not a few of them being 
the leading men of their respective 
Churches. Commissioner Yamamuro, of the 
Salvation Army in Japan, from the 
Doshisha, a Congregational institution, now 
a Christian University. Mr. Kagawa, the 
well-known writer, social worker and 
preacher, from the Meiji Gakuin, a Presby- 
terian school in Tokyo, and Rev. Seimatsu 
Kimura, from the North Japan College, 
are the three prominent workers, specially 
gifted in winning souls. By the grace of 
God and due to the strenuous and self- 
sacrificing efforts of the missionaries and 
native workers, the Christian work among 
the Japanese has been making steady 
progress during the past seventy years, 
ponte many disadvantages and difficul- 
ies. 

To my mind, there has never been such 
an encouraging time for the Christianiza- 
tion of our nation as this year. It is most 
opportune, therefore, that the Kingdom of 
God movement proposed by Mr. Kagawa, 
backed by Dr. Mott, and undertaken by 
the Christian Council in Japan, has been 
started in this year of 1930. It is also 
significant that in this nineteen hundredth 
anniversary of Pentecost both in America 
and in Japan special evangelistic move- 
ments are to be carried on, and their 
great success is already anticipated with 
great interest. 

In recent years the Christian work in 


Japan has many encouragements. The de- 
sire to know about God and to study the 
Bible has been manifested in a large meas- 
ure both by the grown-up and the younger 
people. The Government, too, takes a very 
favorable attitude toward Christianity. It 
has come to appreciate the splendid ser- 
vices rendered by Christians in various 
lines of work, especially educational and 
social. Not a few prominent men and 
women have been decorated with orders 
of merit by the Emperor during the last 
decade in recognition of their distinguished 
services, a missionary of our own Church 
being in the number. 

God has indeed been working with us, 
and has been blessing the work done by 
Christians in the Sunrise Kingdom. Of 
course from the older times the Lord had 
already been preparing our people until 
the fulness of time. Shintoism, Buddhism, 
Confucianism, and Bushido unitedly have 
contributed to a great extent to cultivate 
the minds and hearts of the people along 
the line of morality and religion. These 
served to us as an old testament, so that 
when Christianity was first introduced to 
Japan, its seeds were not planted in a 
barren soil. God had been fertilizing it 
for more than two thousand years. Even 
before Christ was preached to them, the 
Japanese had had a high standard of 
morality, in many respects already Chris- 
tian in spirit. 

Some Europeans and Americans whom 
I have met here in America wonder at the 
remarkable progress Japan has made dur- 
ing the short space of sixty years, but to 
us Japanese this is no wonder, because 
Japan had already been making progress 
of its own before she came into touch 
with European civilization. We had a civil- 
ization peculiarly ours, with our own liter- 
ature, art, and even religions. When West- 
ern culture was brought to us, we were 
ready to adopt it and to make it our own. 
Christianity, too, when adopted by us has 
become peculiarly our own. Many of our 
early Christian leaders were sons of 
samurai, who when young were trained 
under the discipline of Bushido, and who 
as Christians were samurai followers of 
Christ. Loyalty to the master is the rul- 
ing principle of Bushido, and this spirit 
was manifested by them toward their new 
Master, Jesus Christ. Our younger genera- 
tion knows little about Bushido, but it 
has, for the most part, the blood of 
samurai running in their veins. 


Now that the great evangelistic cam- 
paign is to be started in Japan, the work 
would be like pouring rain after a long 
drought. It is specially to be noted that 


this campaign is an interdenominational 
one. This means a great deal. There have 
been differences of opinions, disputes, and 
among various 


controversies denomina- 


AN EVANGELISTIC SERVICE AT YOCHOW CITY, CHINA 


This photo was taken of the Chinese Evangelist and choir, during the week of 
special evangelistic effort, observed annually at Chinese New Year. 


14 REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


tions, and that was a dividing of a king- 
dom among itself. The secret of receiv- 
ing the abundant outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit has always been united hearts and 
united efforts, as were manifested in the 
first Pentecost of the Christian era. May 
our workers and laymen as well be filled 
with the Holy Spirit as in the days of 
old, so as to make the great campaign a 
real success! 

Let us hope that earnest prayers with 
oneness of hearts may be the first effort 
made in preparation of the campaign, and 
that preachers and laymen may have an 
abundant gift of the power of the Spirit. 
May the Lord especially direct the pulpit 
so that the speakers may preach nothing 
but the teaching of the Cross which is 
the power of God unto salvation to them 
that believe, though it is foolishness to 
the Greeks and a stumbling block to the 
Jews. Neither learning nor eloquence will 
win souls to Christ, but the preaching of 
the Gospel of God, the teaching of the 
redemption of man from sin through 
Christ’s death alone wins them. 


New York City, N. Y. 


“THE GREATEST INFLUENCE” 
By the Rev. Dobbs F. Ehlman 


Last summer at the Annual Meeting of 
the Federation of Christian Missions at 
Karuizawa, Japan, Dr. I. Nitobe gave an 
address on “The Penetration of the Life 
and Thought of Japan by Christianity.” 
Dr. Nitobe has one of those unusual minds, 
which when it deals with a subject, so 
stimulates the hearer’s imagination that 
he sees vast expanses of thought and senti- 
ment which it would be impossible for the 
speaker to discuss in his allotted time. Dr. 
Nitobe was trying to arrive at some con- 
slusion in regard to what Christian influ- 
ence really is. He chose to speak of the 
essence of Christianity which is its influ- 
ence, rather than of an institution which 
embodies it. He told of the days when he 
was a student before he was a Christian; 
how he read Guizot’s History of Civiliza- 
tion and how he was startled by the fact 
that the author drew a distinction between 
Christianity and the Christian Church. The 
historian wrote, “The Church did many 
things which Christianity as a system of 
belief, and especially its Founder, would 
never have endorsed.” The Orient is do- 
ing a similar thing today. The West and 
Christianity are being so identified in the 
minds of many Japanese that if our nation 
does an honorable thing they say it is a 
part of our religion, and if a dishonorable 
thing is done, they say it is a weakness 
of Christianity. 


Finally the speaker gave the sparkling 
definition of what he as a Japanese con- 
sidered Christian influence. The definition 
was rhetorical in its structure and chal- 
lenging in its spiritual content. No mis- 
sionary to the Japanese people could fail 
to miss the personal challenge implied in 
the speaker’s analysis of what matters in 
the great enterprise. The thought which 
challenged me was this: “What I wish to 
imply most of all by Christian influence 
is the subtle spirit, that spiritual halo, or 
as you would perhaps term it in modern 
thought, aura, that comes to really good 
people. This is by far the greatest influ- 
ence that any Christian can exert any- 
where and especially among the so-called 
heathen peoples; it is something subtle 
that you cannot define in so many words, 
but which you feel when you come into 
contact with men steeped in the spirit of 
the Master. No word may be said, no 
action expressed, but their very being 
showers fragrance like some odor wafted 
on the air, a scene like that of the lotus 
flower. This is the greatest influence.” 


One function of the missionary enter- 
prise is to help establish agencies by which 
this “spiritual halo,” created by the Holy 
Spirit through the Person of Christ, can 
penetrate more deeply into the social life 


of any people. We already have such chan- 
nels in the Church, Mission School, Sunday 
Schools, kindergartens, philanthropic or- 
ganizations and the Christian press. And 
there are other indirect agencies, such as 
the instruction in English Literature 
which disseminates spiritual messages of 
imponderable worth in the study of authors 
like Shakespeare, Tennyson, Lowell, Long- 
fellow and Emerson. The permeating in- 
fluence of the Christ is integrating, not 
only individual lives, but the national life 
as well, in spite of the scientifically un- 
tenable positions of Shintoism, the politi- 
cal and religious philosophy of the 
Japanese nation. 


New York City, N. Y. 


LOST! 
Somewhere Between Easter and Pentecost 
By the Rev. Daniel Burghalter, D. D. 


There were over 500 persons who saw 
the Risen Lord at one time. From all the 
evidence it would seem that Christ showed 
Himself during the forty days after His 
resurrection until His Ascension only to 
His disciples. These 500 or more were 
His disciples. They had glimpses of their 
Risen Lord. But on the day of Pentecost 
only 120 of these 500 or more were pres- 
ent. Somehow the others seem to have 
missed Pentecost and we hear no more 
about them. 

It was the 120 who became witnesses 
for Christ and “carried on” for Him in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea, in Samaria, and 
unto the ends of the earth. 

This is a most striking picture of pres- 
ent-day Christianity. Out of 500 Church 
members about 120 carry on, because they 
have experienced a Pentecost in their 
souls; they have been baptized with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire. Wherever this 
is lacking, there evangelism and missions 
languish and die. 

There is finally no reason for the 
Church except to witness for Christ, and 
this can only be done by Spirit-filled men 
and women. 


The Holy Spirit is not a ghostly, vague, 
indescribable, ethereal “something.” He 
is the Third Person of the blessed Holy 
Trinity of God, who has no other mouth, 
no other hands, no other eyes, and no 
other feet, to speak, to handle, to see, or 
to go within this material, visible world, 
into which He would come and guide, and 
strive, and redeem mankind, except the 
mouth, and the hands, and the eyes, and 
the feet of believing, repentant, praying, 
obedient disciples of Jesus Christ. Those 
who miss Pentecost are out of the race! 


Evangelism, Home Missions, Foreign 
Missions, in fact any redemptive work of 
Christianity is simply impossible without 
men and women who have gotten beyond 
Pentecost. As long as they are wandering 
about somewhere between Easter and 
Pentecost, with only an occasional glimpse 
of their Risen Lord, they can’t witness for 
Christ. They lack clearness of knowledge 
of Him, they lack zeal (“fire”), they lack 
power, they lack the “Woe is me if I 
preach not the Gospel” of Paul,—they lack 
the character of foreign missionaries, 
which is simply the character of any real 
live Christian. Whatever became of those 
380 or more who missed’ Pentecost is not 
within the scope of necessary knowledge 
for us. That we will leave to God’s merci- 
ful judgments. 


What we are concerned about is that 
we do not remain in this same shadowy 
twilight zone of Christian experience. By 
faith, repentance, prayer and obedience 
any one can have Pentecost. He who does 
not go on to this consummation is like the 
man out of whom went the unclean spirit. 
After a while this unclean spirit comes 
back and finds the house swept and garn- 
ished, but empty, and so he goes in again 
with other unclean spirits and the last 
condition of that man is worse than the 
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first. If we delude ourselves with our 
clean, upright, moral lives and our outward 
correct observance of Christian or churchly 
duties, but fail to go on to a Pentecostal 
baptism of the Holy Spirit and of fire, 
we are like that empty house. You are 
always exposed to great dangers as a dis- 
ciple of the Risen Lord if you are not 
filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Let our Church get out of her dubious 
wanderings in the twilight, fearful zone 
where the first disciples were between 


Easter and Pentecost. ARE YOU OF THE. 


120, OR OF THE 380 OR MORE? 
Tiffin, Ohio, 


WAIT 
By the Rev. Carl H. Gramm, D. D. 


Jesus asked the disciples before His 
ascension to tarry until they were clothed 
with power from on high. Some trans- 
lators interpret these words to mean: Wait 
till you are endued with power from on 
high. 

We know today that this power—The 
Holy Spirit—is 
A Power of Grace. It is not of our mak- 

ing or creation. It is not to be ac- 
quired nor given because of any merit 
in us. 

A Power of Patience. It need not be plan- 
ned for on our part. It is not to be 
arranged for, in the sense of having 
it come. “Wait on the Lord and be 
of good courage.” 


A Power of Trust. Our incessant making 
of programs and calculations as to 
what it is to be and how it should be 
used shows a lack of trust in Him who 
is all in all. It is also a sign of our 
undue nervousness and fear. 


A Power of Obedience. An obedience not 
from without but from within. An 
obedience to a Divine voice in us 
rather than the following of human 
voices and man-conceived resolutions. 


A Power of Humility. An acknowledg- 
ment of our inability to accomplish 
worth-while things in spite of our 
finely spun theories. This is apparent 
in our day; we surely are forced to 
the admission that we cannot deal 
with Spiritual matters as we do with 
secular things. In a secular way it 
is possible to “put things over” and 
“across” and we eall it success; not 
so in the spiritual realm. Humble 
souls exert a mightier spiritual influ- 
ence than the more ambitious indi- 
viduals. 

A Power of Inspiration. Obtained not 
through institutionalism but by the 
more quiet voice of the Spirit. Even 
while speaking or writing on this 
theme one feels the want of proper 
words. 


A Power of Consecration. This is con- 


centration upon spiritual forces, un- 


known and unknowable in advance, 
but felt and recognized when they 
descend upon us. To follow this im- 
pulse is all the Lord asks of us. It 
might be well to call a halt on our 
mad rushing ahead with conferences 
and schemes—and wait a little and 
see if the “rushing wind” of the 
Spirit of the Lord will not do more 
for us and with us than we are now 
doing for Him. We cannot know how 
or when He will endue us, but we 
will know the way He is taking and 
then go with Him “Where He would 
have us go.” We may be so entangled, 
however, with human obligations that 
we have no room for the Divine guid- 
ance in our lives and labors. “Be sti 

and know that I am God: I will be 
exalted among the heathen, I will be 
exalted in the earth.” “There was 
silence and I heard a voice.” gh 


New Brunswick, N. J. 
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WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT CAN DO 
FOR US 


By the Rev. Jacob G. Rupp, D. D. 


The Holy Spirit is the person who repre- 
sents God the Father, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, in our Christian life and activi- 
ties. Through the Holy Spirit “we shall 
be like Him” and become pure “even as 
He (Christ) is pure.” -One of the most 
pregnant statements summing up the life 
of Christ is contained in Acts 10:38: “God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Ghost and with power, who went about 
doing good, and healing all that were op- 
pressed with the devil, for God was with 
Him.” The Holy Spirit gave Jesus “pow- 
er,” namely, ability to do. He gave Him 
a character like God’s, power in God, and 
fellowship with Him. 

The Holy Spirit and the Individual Life 

Through the Holy Spirit we may become 
like Jesus and know everything necessary 
for our salvation and the salvation of our 
fellow-men. “But the Comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send 
in my name, He shall teach you all things, 
and bring to your remembrance, whatso- 
ever I have said unto you.” 

It is marvelous how the Holy Spirit can 
mould our individual lives into an attrac- 
tive character with dignity, harmony and 
purity. When the forgiving grace becomes 
a new and supreme motive in our life, 
through our self-surrender to Jesus, then 
we see the deepest and most vital work of 
the Holy Spirit in the transformation of 
moral personality,—the regeneration of the 
human will, which has become conscious 
of its weakness. 


“Grant us the will to fashion as we feel, 
Grant us the strength to labor as we 
know, 
Grant us the purpose, ribbed and edged 
with steel, 
To strike the blow. 


Knowledge we ask not—knowledge Thou 
hast lent, 
But, Lord, the will—there lies our bitter 
need. 
Give us to build, above the deep intent, 
The deed, the deed!” 


We have often wondered what we might 
accomplish, if our surrender to Christ’s 
will were as complete in our common daily 
walk of life as in our moments of deep 
distress. Every child of God has had ex- 
periences when faith mounted to its lofti- 
est height in great adversities. 


On our last visit to China we were 
going up the Yuen River through the moun- 
tains on a house boat pulled with a rope 
by thirteen men. During those four days 
we read Papini’s “Life of Christ.” We 
also had our seasons of Bible study and 
prayer. On the morning of the fifth day 
a band of twenty-two bandits captured us 
and surrounded us with their guns. They 
robbed us of our money and jewelry, and 
demanded a big ransom with the threat 
that we would be carried into the moun- 


tains and held captive until the ransom 
was paid. 

After hours of parleying our missionary 
nurse stepped into the midst of the bandits 
with their guns and said: “We have come 
to do you good and now you wish to do us 
harm. We believe in Jesus Christ, and if 
you should believe in Jesus these troubles 
would not be. Your own teaching states 
that man cannot do the impossible and now 
you want us to do. the impossible thing. 
Show us something that we can do and we 
will do it for you.” To this day we can 
see that nurse standing in the midst of 
those bandits like a beautiful angel. An- 
alyze her speech, unprepared, yet a classic. 
In that moment Christ’s promise was ful- 
filled, “But when they shall lead you, and 
deliver you up, take no thought before- 
hand, what ye shall speak, neither do ye 
premeditate; but whatsoever shall be given 
you in that hour, that speak ye; for it is 
not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.” 


The Holy Spirit and the Church 


But the highest manifestations of the 
Holy Spirit are witnessed in groups of 
Christian believers who perform the mis- 
sion of the Church. We have the assur- 
ance from our Lord, Jesus Christ, if we 
keep the commandments and abide in His 
love, the Father and He will come and 
make their abode with us. “But ye have 
an unction from the Holy One and know 
all things.” This manifestation of Jesus 
Christ reveals itself best through our fel- 
lowship. “Where two or three are gath- 
ered together in my name there am I in 
the midst of them.” As we look upon the 
Church activities it is simply marvelous 
what the Holy Spirit can accomplish 
through consecrated co-operation and fel- 
lowship. 


Our oldest evangelist, Rev. Kametaro 
Yoshida, tells the story of the founding of 
North Japan College, forty-two years ago, 
on this wise. When he was a young man 
our sainted missionary, the Rev. William 
E. Hoy, came to Sendai and co-operated 
with Rev. Masayoshi Oshikawa to start a 
school. In that day there was much preju- 
dice and opposition against Christianity 
in many communities. This was especially 
true at Sendai. The authorities would not 
allow a Christian school to be opened. 
Revs. Hoy and Oshikawa with their helper 
made this a matter of prayer for weeks 
and months. Sometimes they would pray 
together all day and night and kneel at 
the table until it was wet with their tears. 
Finally a woman came and gave them all 
her money which she had saved for her 
burial. They took this as a manifestation 
of the Holy Spirit and an answer to their 
prayers and made one more determined 
effort to start a school. The Government 
authorities finally allowed them to open a 
Christian school in a corner of the city in 
a small Japanese house with three boys 
as their pupils. Now at the end of forty- 
two years we have North Japan College 
with a Middle School, College department 
and Theological Seminary—an institution 
with an enrollment of 992 students. 


Fellowship 

It is undoubtedly true that the most 
characteristic and comprehensive work of 
the Holy Spirit according to the New 
Testament is “fellowship”? When they 
were gathered together “with one accord 
in one place,” “they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost and began to speak.” On 
the day of Pentecost when the disciples 
testified, as the Spirit gave them utterance, 
to the crucifixion and resurrection of 


‘Christ, the Spirit also bearing witness, the 


people were pricked in their hearts, cried 
out repenting, believed, were baptized and 
added unto the Lord. This is still the way 
of conquering evangelism, the effective 
dynamie in regeneration, the winning force 
in sanctification. “I am erucified with 
Christ; nevertheless I live, yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me.” 


“When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride.” 


“Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small, 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 
Allentown, Pa. 


GIRLS AND ATHLETICS IN SENDAI 
By the Rev. Allen K. Faust, Ph. D. 


There are fans and “fans” in Japan. 
The whole world knows how tennis and 
baseball have taken possession of the 
hearts of the younger element in this 
country. It probably is less well known 
outside of Japan that the progress made 
in general athletics and gymnastics among 
the young Japanese women is equally phe- 
nomenal. Mr, Yagi, a rich business man of 
Sendai, recently presented the city with a 
first class modern stadium for athletics. 
This has given an extra impetus to the 
athletic activities of this part of Japan. 

The accompanying picture shows 6,000 
High School girls ready for action at the 
new stadium, on November 6, 1929. Our 
own students are among this number. 


A UNIQUE GATHERING 
By the Rev. John H. Poorman 


Dr. John R. Mott, Chairman of the In- 
ternational Missionary Council, addressed 
an unusual meeting of representatives of 
Boards of Foreign Missions and Societies 
at a dinner conference held in the Schaff 
Building, Monday evening, January 13. 
Upon the invitation of the Secretary of 
our Board, Dr. Bartholomew, the members 
and a few invited friends of the national 
foreign missionary organizations, having 
their headquarters in Philadelphia, met 
together for the first time in their history. 

The plan had been to limit the meeting 
to an attendance of 75 so as to make 
informal conference with the guest speaker 
more easily possible. However, the agc- 
ceptances and requests from various Boards 
grew daily, so that the audience facing 


SIX THOUSAND HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS OF JAPAN EXERCISING AT NEW STADIUM AT SENDAI 
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Dr. Mott included the following: National 
Baptist Convention, 3; China Inland Mis- 
sion, 3; Society of Friends, 19; Menno- 
nite Brethren in Christ, 5; Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 2; Reformed Church in 
the United States, 41; Reformed Presby- 
terian Church, 3; Schwenkfelders, 12; 
United Presbyterian Church, 50. 

Following prayer by Rev. William B. 
Anderson, D. D., Secretary of the Board 
of Foreign Missions of the United Presby- 
terian Church, which has had its offices 
in the Schaff Building for many years, Dr. 
Bartholomew introduced the speaker of 
the evening. 

In his masterful way Dr. Mott gave his 
impressions of his recent visit to the mis- 
sion fields—his fourth world tour. He re- 
lated most graphically how the peoples of 
non-Christian lands are “carrying an im- 
possible economic load.” He cited the in- 
come of the average Japanese family of 
the working classes as 47 yen (about 
$23.50) per year, with 30 per cent. de- 
ducted for taxes. He pictured the appalling 
condition of millions in China, where fam- 
ine is again taking its toll. He stated that 
it is as true today as it was 30 years ago, 
when he heard Bishop Thoburn say, “One 
hundred million of India’s people lie down 
hungry every night.” He contrasted with 
this dark picture the wealth which hag 
been intrusted to the Protestant Church 
members in our own land, whose giving for 
altruistic purposes last year amounted to 
$2,400,000,000. 


His next impression was that “the na- 
tional spirit of these lands is showing 
more sense of direction.” He remarked 
that on his visit to China—the eighth dur- 


ing the past 40 years—he found the first 
real evidences of a thoroughgoing national 
spirit. He told of visiting the National 
Assembly of India, which is growing in 
its influence and efforts, looking eventually 
towards an independent India. 

The general international outlook is 
more favorable, Dr. Mott claimed. He 
spoke of the interest of the Japanese in 
co-operative enterprises as being twenty 
times as great as when he first visited 
there. The younger generation is in the 
ascendancy in China and is. rapidly en- 
deavoring to reshape China’s international 
relations. He also called attention to the 
remarkable service rendered Siam in the 
last few years by the young American 
advisor, F. B. Sayre, in arranging for new 
treaties with the leading nations on a 
reciprocal basis. 

Organized Christianity is working under 
a heavy handicap throughout Asia, he ob- 
served. The work is greatly understaffed 
both as to missionaries and native workers. 
He stressed the great importance of send- 
ing more missionaries of vision, personal- 
ity, initiative, perseverance, open-minded- 
ness and an indubitable personal experi- 
ence of Christ. He pointed out the oppor- 
tunities awaiting the pioneer missionary 
in the unoccupied areas of the world where 
one hundred million people have no one to 
tell them of the Saviour of mankind. 

A great transformation has taken place 
in the Orient during recent years. There 
has been a remarkable change of attitude 
towards the Christian message in many 
places. Dr. Mott told of the experiences 
which Sherwood Eddy and he had in Uni- 
versity (and other student) centers in 
India years ago when the name of Christ 
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was greeted with hisses and whole platoons 
of students left the meeting place. On 
his recent trip he was impressed by the 
hush and the spirit of reverence that swept 
similar gatherings whenever the name of 
Christ was mentioned. 

There is an awakening of conscience 
among the peoples of the Orient today 
such as was not apparent on earlier visits. 
There is a real soul hunger, searching after 
the deep things of the Spirit, which should 
greatly encourage all missionary workers. 
In view of this he deplored the spirit of 
defeatism which has manifested itself in 
some quarters and sounded a call for “great 
affirmations” and “contagious convictions” 
as the need of the hour at home and 
abroad. 

For fully an hour following his address, 
Dr. Mott answered the questions of the 
Secretaries and members of Boards. He 
commended the Message of the Jerusalem 
Conference, held on the Mount of Olives 
during a recent Hastertide, and gave it as 
his judgment that the Jerusalem Confer- 
ence had greater influence to date in the 
work of Missions than the World Mission- 
ary Conference held in Edinburgh in 1910, 
He challenged all to a larger consecration 
and a greater venture on behalf of the 
God-given task of winning the world for 
Christ, to whose ideals ten million Chris- 
tians in Asia are increasingly faithful. 

This inspiring meeting closed with the 
benediction by Dr. David B. Schneder, 
President of North Japan College, who is 
soon to return to Sendai, where he has 
already spent 42 years of his life in sacri- 
ficial service. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Distinctives of Christianity 


The doctrine of the virgin birth is one 
of the fundamentals of Christianity. But 
it has been one of the fundamentals of 
paganism also. Even before the days of 
“the man Christ Jesus,’ teeming millions 
claimed just that, up to the very hilt of 
a sanguinary fanaticism, for many of their 
more illustrious leaders. They asserted as 
much, with the same deadly dogmatism, of 
certain of the Caesars. It was not and 
it is not a distinctively Christian tenet. 

The deity of Jesus is another widely and 
tenaciously heralded fundamental of 
Christianity; to which no exception is 
taken by the true believer. But the an- 
cient Romans also shouted, “Divus Cae- 
sar!” Twice we read it on the artistic 
entablature of the Arch of Titus, at the 
entrance to their historic forum: “Divo Ti- 
to Divi Vespasiani.” Alexander the Great 
was a God-man in the confirmed belief and 
public claims of his victorious and almost 
countless legions; for which persuasion 
they often fought like demons. It was 
not and it is not one of the distinctive 
doctrines of Christianity. 

The principle of a voluntary, vicarious, 
expiatory atonement was by no means 
novel when Jesus appeared in Bethlehem 
of Judea in the days of Herod the king. 
It had been dogmatized and proclaimed 
throughout the eastern hemisphere long 
before John the forerunner said, “Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world.” Certainly it was and 
is one of the fundamentals of Christianity. 
But it was not and it is not one of Chris- 
tianity’s distinctives; at no time has it 
been peculiar to Christianity in any ex- 
clusive sense. 

Centuries before the Christian era 
paganism had almost universally brought 
forth all three of these mooted concep- 
tions, had used them, capitalized them, ex- 
ploited and commercialized them, had 
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fought over them and forced them upon 
dissenting and helpless minorities; had 
built the most despotic and atrocious em- 
pires upon them, upon these very funda- 
mentals. Here (to change the simile) it 
found exceedingly prolific pasture—for its 


‘unhuman, externalistic and exclusive orth- 


odoxy, ruthlessly dogmatic and unsym- 
pathetic. So that, presently, outraged 
humanity would have no more of it. 

It has been said, perhaps quite truth- 
fully, that the population of Catholic Italy 
(which has been flocking to Protestant 
America), in addition to its notorious pov- 
erty and illiteracy, is at least 60% skep- 
tic. After all these centuries of absolute 
papal domination, why? Has not the pa- 
pacy been the outstanding exponent and 
defender of the “fundamentals” of Chris- 
tianity? Under precisely the same domi- 
nant tuition, Catholic France today is 
more largely infidel than Christian. Why? 
The historic ecclesiastical champion of the 
so-called “fundamentals” has held Mexico 
in the hollow of his hand for three or 
four centuries. With what result? And 
why this shocking result? Morever, un- 
less certain things and conditions in the 
United States of America today are al- 
together misleading, there is being created 
within our own exceptionally favored bor- 
ders, (where the standards of a very dark 
blue fundamentalism have held sway since 
the days of the Puritan), a nation of in- 
fidels. Why? And what shall the end be 
if these things and conditions continue to 
prevail? 

Surely it is high time that we rediscover 
the essential distinctives of Christianity 
before the rather noisily and somewhat ar- 
rogantly advertised fundamentals of 
Christianity (long since settled) lead to 
that unhappy issue, and cast us off.—Alas 
for the much-heralded foundations if the 
building itself come to naught, or col- 


lapse!—Therefore, “let every man take 
heed ‘how he buildeth thereupon.” And 
again, “leaving the principles of the doce- 
trine of Christ let us go on unto perfec- 
tion, not laying again the foundation.” 
For it is the building, not its foundation, 
that shall attract and win and house the 
world.—Foundations never were made to 
live in. ; 

Christianity is constructive. It is a 
building operation, an enterprise, a di- 
vinely inspired adventure. As such it is 
progressive. . Securely established “of 
God” on static foundations, it proceeds, 
builds,, ever. upward, heavenward, and 
therefore away from the foundations. Let 
these stay put; and let the building prog- 
ress. For it is this historic building that 
is the upstanding, outstanding, distinctive 
and winsome grace of Christianity, “the 
power of God unto salvation”; a veritable 
“gospel,” that speaks out and beckons to 
the passing multitudes. 

Of what does this building consist? And 
why should these impressive and alluring 
distinctives continue to be buried, in the 
midst of foundations that are not distine- 
tive, not within the reach or vision of the 
masses, and never were intended to be 
exploited? Why should these constitu- 
ent things, that alone are “distinctively” 
Christian, continue to be dogmatically and 
suspiciously concealed under a somewhat 
impious, external and schismatie piety; 
that capitalizes and makes so great ac- 
count of the so-called 
Why put these on top? They belong be- 
low, where God put them. Leave them 
there. He is quite able to take eare of 
them—provided we build on them as we 
ought! 


Alas, then, that we should lose sight — 


of the distinctive things about which hon- 
est-to-goodness Christianity always 
been most intensely concerned! Foun 


“fundamentals”? 
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tions there must be; but these should be 
“out of” sight! If the building, however, 
be out of sight, how shall humanity be 
saved? Where shall it find a house for 
itself, a refuge in the time of storm? This 
building, the very “gospel” itself, says to 
all men: Look up! But the foundations are 
not up. What a blunder it is, so unfair 
to everybody, even to God, and to the 
foundations themselves, to put them up! 
How, then, could we build on them?—On 
the other hand, look at this building as 
it goes up, conspicuously, where the way- 
faring man, though a fool, shall see it and 
exclaim: How beautiful! How full of 
light and life and understanding, the grac- 
ious footballs of universal fellowship!— 
Enter, friend! Come up into the house of 
the Lord. We shall have abundant oppor- 
tunity to examine the “foundation” later. 
Meanwhile “it standeth sure.” Do not 
worry about that. For the foundation is 
“of God.” As to the building, however— 
this is our business; and this only! That 
men “may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven.” 

So it is that Romanism, as well as Prot- 
estantism, “protesteth too much” with 
reference to these dangerously dug up and 
ostentatiously displayed “fundamentals.” 
Consequently, instead of being something 
to build on, the foundation has become 
little more than a cunningly devised 
cloak, under cover of which these isms 
have constantly “passed by on the other 
side.” As a pretentious disguise, however, 
this cloak has had its day. A more en- 
lightened world is tearing off “the refuge 
of lies” and revealing—not a Christian at 
all, but a Pharisee! Which, above all 
things, is the one thing that Christianity 
is not. 

Now what are these characteristic “dis- 
tinctives” of Christianity, so long over- 
shadowed, and submerged, by a Judaistic, 
semi-pagan rather than Christian, funda- 
mentalism? 

Well, right at hand, close under heaven, 
here are “grace, mercy and peace.” How 
will these do for the beginning of an 
answer to that searching, vital question? 
How much of any of them has historical 
fundamentalism ever displayed? Not 
much, Judaism knew nothing whatever 
about them. To paganism they were en- 
tirely foreign. And a pharisaical, dog- 
matic orthodoxy, Roman or Protestant, 
has never failed to scoff at and scorn 
them. 


Until Jesus came, we unhesitatingly 
challenge the world to put its fingers on 
any nation, religion, clime, clan, or cult, 
that made “grace, mercy and peace” its 
slogan, or distinctive tenet; or that ex- 
emplified these virtues in its conduct to- 
ward mankind at large. To the Romans 
all others were “hostes’—enemies. To the 
Greeks all others were “barbarians”. To 
the ancient Jews, the narrowest and most 
unneighborly of all nations, all others were 
“heathen.” To more recent Buddhism all 
others were “foreign devils.” But Chris- 
tianity (not a phylacteried ecclesiasticism) 
has always been “moved with compassion” 
and “good will’ toward the vast, shep- 
herdless, multitudes of mankind. To it 
(thank God!) “there is neither Greek nor 
Jew, circumcision nor uncirecumcision, Bar- 
barian, Scythian, bond nor free”! Why 
abandon these distinctives, things so vital 
to this building operation called Christian- 
ity? Why transpose the characteristic 
attitude of essential Christianity, violate 
the gracious “spirit of Christ,’ turn the 
cosmopolitan mind of Christ into a papis- 
tic puddle or a sectarian scandal? Why 
change His divine largess, that taketh 
away the sin of “the world,” into an occa- 
sion of censorious animosity, pusilanimous 
and weasel-minded schism, all in the osten- 
sible interest of “fundamentals” that nev- 
er were and are not today distinctively 
Christian? 


Therefore, O Romans, “if thine enemy 
hunger, feed him”! Can this redeeming 
principle be found in the proclamations 
of the Caesars, or in the propaganda of 
their ecclesiastical successors? Did the 
Medes and Persians, the Egyptians, As 
syrians and Babylonians, know anything 
about it in practice? Can it be found any- 
where in the Jewish fundamentalism of 
the Mosaic law? or in any other legalis- 
tic, pharisaical orthodoxy? Not a vestige 
of it; for it is distinctively Christian,— 
Come up out of the cellar, O Fundamen- 
talist, and build; with this pure gold of 
grace, this refined silver of universal fel- 
lowship, these precious stones of vital God- 
liness! 


TO CYRUS H. K. CURTIS 
Benefactor and Friend of 
Ursinus College 


I. 

The great rich man knows wealth a 
sacred trust, 

And to the Giver holds himself in 
bond 

To use it well. His heart-strings 
stretch beyond 

Himself and kin. To merit in the 
dust 

He gladly gives a hand; he deems it 
just 

To God and social order to refund 

Tithes of the Love and blessings 
that have sunned 

His life. In safety vaults no moth 
or rust 

Corrupts, but thieves break through 
or knaves purloin, 

And Death at last sweeps all our 
dross aside. 

He who would keep his riches turns 
earth’s coin 

To Heavenly mintage, stamped with 
power to raise 

The aspiring millions, by their lot 
denied 

A chance, and set their feet on Wis- 
dom’s ways. 

Ai 

Your princely gifts to Learning’s 
lofty end 

Strengthen old founts, where college 
youth may drink - 

New draughts of freedom - giving 
truth, nor shrink 

From fighting age-old wrongs this 
age must mend. 

Here your example will strong influ- 
ence lend: 

Your own constructive use of print- 
er’s ink 

Has shamed a sordid press, made 
millions think. 

Great lover of mankind, warm per- 
sonal friend, 

Your faith in us breeds new faith 
in ourselves 

As Learning’s beacon - wardens, and 
inspires 

Like faith in others. 
pounties bless 

In waves of widening circle: Science 
delves, 

Art soars, Worth prospers, and your 
life acquires 

An immortality of usefulness. 


—M. Ww. Witmer. 


Thus your 


“That they all may be one”’—the great- 
est combination of simple, searching mono- 
syllables to be found in any tongue, or 
code, or country, or cult, under heaven; 
the universality of which stands out in 
the firmament of the divine grace of Chris- 
tianity like the noon-day sun. It is one 
of the many distinctives of the “pure and 
undefiled religion” of Jesus. Therefore, 
above all things, “put on charity.” 
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For “thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself.” Think of that! Who else but 
Jesus ever thought of that? What a 
glorious block of pure white marble for 
us to put into our building! Whence was 
it hewn? Out of the quarries of Baalbek? 
or Thebes? or Carrara? or Sinai?—We com- 
mend it most heartily to phylacteried un- 
neighborliness, that crucifies the Prince 
of Peace afresh and puts Him to an open 
shame. 

“And who is my neighbor?”—That poor 
fellow “fallen among thieves” (there are 
millions of him), what did he care for the 
smug, sanctimonious doctrinaire, preoceu- 
pied and obsessed with himself and his 
fundamentals, who crossed over and pro- 
ceeded on his pietistic way? Not a thing. 
What did he care for the cynical dogma 
that sniffed at him but did not even lick 
his sores, and left him there to die? Not 
a thing! Except perhaps to curse both 
the doctor and the dogma, both the priest 
and the Levite. 

What he wanted (for it was what he 
needed) was the “oil and wine” of un- 
selfish service, human helpfulness, substan- 
tial sympathy, a donkey if you please, and 
a little genuine hospitality; at which di- 
vine conclusion the donkey arrived, but 
the doctor did not, neither did the dogma. 
What became of them we do not know; 
and we do not want to know. But the 
good Samaritan still lives! 

So it was that the ostracized half-breed, 
that social mongrel, that ecclesiastical out- 
cast, known to all the ages since, the 
universal man of God, face to face with 
God’s universal man, reached the suffer- 
ing victim of the world’s distemper. And 
what did the Samaritan say? Nothing. 
Did he ask: “Who are you, anyhow?” He 
did not. Did he ask: “Where did you come 
from anyway?” or: “What are you doing 
here?” He did not. The fellow may have 
been one of those very thieves for all he 
knew. He did not care. He may have 
been a modernist, or a pugilist, or some 
other ist. It mattered not at all. His 
robber enemies might have been lurking 
still, right there in the near-by rocks. It 
did not concern the good Samaritan. 

Did he preach to the fellow? He did 
not; at all events, not just then. Did he 
tell him that “the way of the transgres- 
sor is hard”? He did not; the fellow prob- 
ably knew that. Did he tell him he was 
going to hell? He did not; the unfortun- 
ate sufferer probably thought he had al- 
ready arrived at that terrible destination. 
Did he hand him a pocket Testament? or 
“relic”? or some talisman blessed by the 
High Priest? or ask him for his ecreden- 
tials? or request a retainer, a little money 
in advance for his services? Did he—but 
why proceed further? What he did was 
“distinctive”; and none the less funda- 
mental. He did what dogmatic, literal- 
istic, hard-headed orthodoxy, left to its 
own vain devices, has never done in all 
the sanguinary history of the human 
race. 

Like this Samaritan, Christianity is 
healing, composing, harmonizing. It is 
life and immortality brought to light, the 
only “gospel” there is. It is never de- 
composing. On the contrary it is the un- 
bounded apostle and exemplar of univer- 
sal neighborhood; which is not a matter 
of locality, but of generosity. It is a 
bearer of beatitudes. It does not snarl; 
for it is not dogmatic. It does not snap; 
for its disposition is divine, not canine. 
It gives all it has; not a tithe less. It 
walks; while the other rides. And the 
angels sing in that rocky road to Jericho; 
and God is glorified. Also man! 

“Go, and do thou likewise.”—But be- 
ware of the dogmatics of the “fundamen- 
tals”; lest the gracious “distinctives” of 
Christianity perish by the way, and its 
blessed building disappear in the haunted, 
mocking rubbish of ten thousand blasted 
hopes. 
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THE RUFUS W. AND KATHERINE 
McCAULEY MILLER MEMORIAL 
FUND PRIZE ESSAY CONTEST, 
1930 


Subject—‘‘The Place and Power of the 
Church Paper in the Christian Home.’’ 
Length—Not over 3,000 words. 
Time—All essays must be received by Dr. 
Paul S. Leinbach, Executive Secretary 
of the Board of Christian Education, by 
Children’s Day, June 8, 1930. 
Eligible—Any minister or member of the 
Reformed Church in the United States. 


Instructions—(1) Sign essay with an as- 
sumed name, giving correct name and 
address on a separate sheet. 

(2) Use one side of the paper only. 

(3) Manuscripts, as far as possible, 
should be typewritten. 

(4) Writers are asked to remember that 
plans or experiences which have actually 
proved fruitful are of more value than 
theories which have not been tried. 


Prizes—First Prize—$100 
Second Prize—$50 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. James Riley Bergey from 337 East 
31st St., to 3606 Mohawk Ave., Baltimore, 
Md. 

Rev: W. W. Moyer from Boalsburg, 
Pa., to R. D. 1, Lehighton, Pa. 


Another kind friend has sent an anon- 
ymous contribution of $25 toward the 
salary of Miss Wolfe of Bowling Green 
Academy. 

The 12th annual Mothers’ and Daugh- 
ters’ banquet of Calvary Church and Sun- 
day School, 29th St. and Lehigh Ave., 
Phila., Pa., will be held Jan. 31, at 6.30. 
Dr. Paul §. Leinbach will be the speaker. 

A Correction. We regret that an error 
was made in the account of the 125th 
anniversary of the Hilltown, Pa., Church, 
on page 18 of the issue of Jan. 9. Rev. 
W. S. Hartzel is a son of the congregation, 
and the present Lutheran pastor is Rev. 
Charles F. Brobst. 

Our friend, Mrs. Susan Geary, of Phoebe 
Home, Allentown, Pa., in renewing her 
“Messenger” subscription, kindly writes: 
“I have been a reader of the ‘Messenger’ 
for 50 years and I feel I would not like 
to do without it.” 

The Executive Committee of the Gen- 
eral Synod will meet for its 11th Session 
in Assembly Hall, Schaff Building, Phila., 
Pa., on Tuesday, Feb. 4, at 7.30 P. M. It 
will continue in session on Wednesday, 
Feb. 5. Several of the sub-committees 
will convene on Tuesday morning and 
afternoon. 

Rev. Dr. Ross F. Wicks on Jan. 12 com- 
pleted 4 Sundays of services in the First 
Church (Dutch), Newark, N. J. Dr. Wicks, 
with his family, expects to go abroad early 
in the summer, to spend most of the sea- 
son in Switzerland, Before returning home, 
they expect to see the Passion Play. 

We are very proud of our friends and 
one of the facts which warms our hearts 
is the example of good Churchmen who 
not only take the Church paper themselves, 
but keep in mind other folks who cannot 
afford to subseribe for it. One of these 
goods friends in First Church, Sunbury, 
Pa., Rev. E. Roy Corman, pastor, has again 
given $25 for such a purpose. We wish 
the number of such supporters would be 
multiplied! 

Communion services in the Sinking 
Spring-Shillington, Pa., Charge, Rev. T. 


THE REV. JAMES MILTON 
SANGREE ISENBERG, D.D. 


Another of the leaders of our de- 
nomination has been taken from us 
with shocking suddenness, in the 
tragic death on Wednesday evening, 
Jan, 22, of our good friend and 
brother, Dr. James M. 8. Isenberg, 
vice-president of Ursinus College 
since 1926 and for years one of the 
most prominent pastors of our 
Church. While on the way from 
Collegeville to Norristown to visit 
friends, accompanied by his wife, 
Dr. Isenberg’s automobile collided 
with a trolley car. He died a few 
hours later in the Norristown Hos- 
pital. Mrs, Isenberg was seriously, 
but not fatally injured. The funeral 
services were conducted in Trinity 
Church, Collegeville, Monday, Jan. 
27, at 2 P. M., and interment made 
at Collegeville. Dr. Isenberg is sur- 
vived by his wife, one son and two 
daughters, <A fuller account of his 
forceful personality and abundant 
labors as a faithful son of the 
Church will be given later. 


The Rev. James Milton Sangree 
Isenberg, D.D. 
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W. Rhoads, pastor, were well attended. 
In St. John’s Church, 563 communed. 
Offering, $4,311.66; 4 members received. 
During the past year the congregation 
paid $5,700 on the Church indebtedness, 
In Immanuel Church, 416 communed. Of- 
fering, $600; 32 new members received. 
Prof. George D. Robb, principal of the 
Altoona, Pa., High School, addressed the 
Men’s Bible Class of St. Luke’s Church, 
Lock Haven, Pa., Rev. W. E. Harr, pastor, 
on Jan. 17. His subject was: “What the 
Reformed Church Needs.” 85 men were 
present and listened with deep interest to 
his scholarly address. There was a fine 
program of devotions and special music. 


We are sorry to report that Mrs. Emma 
A. Gring, wife of the late Rev. W. A. 
Gring, and reader of the “Messenger” for 
many years, fell in her home on Dee, 13 
and fractured her hip. She was removed 
to the Frederick City Hospital. Her con- 
dition remains much the same. Her many 
friends will wish for her a speedy con- 
valescence. 

New Goshenhoppen Church, East Green- 
ville, Pa., Rev. C. M. DeLong, pastor, held 
its annual congregational meeting Monday 
evening, Jan. 20. There was raised during 
the year for congregational purposes, $12,- 
088, and for benevolence, $5,012, The 
7/12ths Apportionment of $2,533 was paid 
in full. Christmas offering for the or- 
phans, $527. 

One of our active pastors was kind 
enough to advise us the other day con- 
cerning a lady of 78 years, who has long 
been a member of the Lutheran Church, 
but who read the “Messenger” as a girl, 
and in recent years has been taking it 
again and says she “cannot do without it.” 
We are always glad to hear of such good 
friends. 

The 15th anniversary of the Willing 
Workers of the Dryland Reformed con- 
gregation, Hecktown, Pa., Dr. C. A. Butz, 
pastor, was held Jan. 26. The excellent 
program prepared for this occasion con- 
tains not only the names of the members 
of the more than 300 members of this 
flourishing organization, together with the 
roster of officers and the report of the 
treasurer, but it also contains the pro- 


gram of the anniversary with 12 original 
hymns written by the pastor. 


In Grace Church and School, York, Pa., 
Rev. Irvin A, Raubenhold, pastor, the of- 
fering at Christmas was $1,056 for Hoffman 
Orphanage. The minister was remembered 
with many gifts by a number of organiza- 
tions and members. The annual Family’ 
Pew service on Dee. 29 proved to be an- 
other’ inspiring service. Rev. Mr. Rauben- 
hold preached the sermon to the 1930 grad- 
uating class of the York High School in 
the high school auditorium on the evening 
of Jan. 19. : 


This is the time to take down the 1929 
Apportionment Poster, and put the new 
one for 1930 in its place. The new one 
looks like the/old one at first glance, but 
a second look will show three major 
changes, namely, the new Apportionments, 
a new Board, replacing two former Boards, 
and the year beginning with January in- 
stead of May. If you do not receive your 
copy by _ the end of the month, write the 
Executive ‘ Secretary, 316 Schaff Bldg., 
Philadelphia, for one. — 


There will be a special meeting of the 
Classis of Philadelphia in Assembly Hall, 


Schaff Building, 1505 Race St., Phila., Pa., 


on Monday, Feb. 3, at 1.30 P. M., to re- 
ceive Rev. D. F. Singley from the East 
Pennsylvania Classis, Eastern Synod; to 
confirm a call from the Mount Hermon 
Church and provide for his installation; 
to hear and act upon the application for 
Charter for the Berger Memorial Home for 
the Aged; to consider and act upon the 
advisability of changing the time for the 
Annual Meeting of Classis. 


Congregations all over the Reformed 
Church are participating in the 1930. 
Stewardship Essay and Poster Contest, 
The closing date for the contest in the 
local congregations is March 16, AIL 
young people between the ages of 9 and 
21 years, inclusive, as well as all Sunday. 


School teachers under 25 years, are elig- 


ible. Packets containing material espe- 
cially applicable to the topics for the 
various age groups are available upon re- 


quest from the Stewardship Department, 


316 Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St., Phila., Pa. 
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“All debts paid” was the good news an- 
nounced on New Year’s Sunday morning 
in St. Paul’s Church, Buffalo, N. Y., by the 
pastor, Rev. John M. Peck. Three men of 
the Consistory took part in the mortgage 
burning ceremony: Mr. William Jaeger, a 
charter member of the Church, who has 
continued active for these thirty-five years; 
Mr. Reuben Brost and Mr. J. 8. Cudlip. 
More than $140,000 has been given for 
all purposes during the present pastorate 
of 8 years and 3 months, The net increase 
in membership is approximately 25%. 


St. John’s Church, Phoenixville, Pa., Rev. 

A, A. Hartman, pastor, enjoyed a splendid 
Christmas season. Four programs featured 
the activities: a cantata by the choir, a 
pageant by the young people, a miscel- 
laneous program by the children, and a 
kiddies’ Christmas party to the Begin- 
ners and Primary departments. Offering 
to the orphans, $93. This congregation 
is planning to observe the 1900th anni- 
versary of the Christian Church by spe- 
cial study of the Book of Acts, by a week 
of services with Rev. CO. B. Alspach, speak- 
er, and in several other minor ways. A 
recently organized Intermediate Society is 
progressing nicely, 


In St. John’s Church, Bellefonte, Pa., 
Rey. Robert Thena, pastor, the Christmas 
celebration opened with a cantata, “His 
Natal Day,” rendered by the choir at a 
vesper service, Dee. 22. At 7.30 the Junior 
Department of the Sabbath School pre- 
sented the playlet, “The Happiness Way,” 
which was followed by the “White Gift 
Christmas Service.” This was the first 
time the “White Gift” program has been 
used and it proved a great success. The 
gifts of food were sent to the local hos- 
pital and some to a needy family of the 
congregation. Offering for Bethany, $113. 
A box of clothing and toys was also sent 
to the Orphans’ Home. Christmas morning 
at 6.30 the dawn service was held. The 
congregation participated in the Week of 
Prayer services. Union services were con- 
ducted by all the Churches. These were 
the best attended union prayer services 
on record of the ministerium. On Jan. 7 
the Every Member Canvass was conducted. 
Jan. 12 Holy Communion was celebrated. 
In spite of the very inclement weather 
there was a good attendance. Offering 
for Apportionment, $220. Thursday eve- 
ning, Jan. 16, the annual congregational 
meeting was held. All reports of the vari- 
ous departments of the Church were given 
and officers of both Church and Sunday 
School were elected. All treasurers showed 
a liberal balance. Meeting then adjourned 
to the chapel for a social evening and 
refreshments. 


The chairman of the Executive Commit- 
tee, Mr. Fred. B. Smith, announces that 
the next annual convention of the World 
Alliance for International Friendship will 
be held in Washington, D. C., from Mon- 
day to Wednesday, Nov. 12-14, inclusive, 
1930. It is proposed to make this a 
veritable world convention and announce- 
ment is made early in the year so as to 
protect these dates so far as possible from 
overlapping conventions. Our Reformed 
Church in the U. S. co-operates with this 
Alliance through a Commission on Inter- 
national Friendship composed of Revs. 
Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D., E. F. Hoff- 
meier, D.D., Paul R. Pontius, J. Edward 
Klingaman, G. Leslie Omwake, LL.D., 
Harry E. Paisley and J. C. Burkholder. 


Trinity Church, Tamaqua, Pa., Rev. A. 
C. Thompson, D.D., pastor, rejoices in a 
delightful Christmas season. Ingathering 
and Anniversary Sunday offering was $2,- 
594.73. The G. H. E. Circle placed a set 
of Deagan chimes in the Church organ, 
The Christmas pageant, for which Trinity 
has become famous, was given 3 times with 
as many turned away at the last render- 
ing as would fill the Church. This pageant 
with improvements each year has been 
given for 5 years. At the watch night 


service an. address on “Entering the 
New Year with Christ” was given by Mr. 
Chester Brachman, a son of the congrega- 
tion and a Junior at Eastern Theological 
Seminary. Apportionment for 1929 was 
paid in full. The Ladies’ Aid recently in- 
vaded the parsonage and left it greatly 
improved and beautified. 


All the officers of the Sunday Schools of 
Bethany, New Freedom and St. Paul, 
Shrewsbury, Pa., Rev. C. M. Mitzell, pas- 
tor, were installed on Jan. 5 and 12, The 
pastor spoke on “Christian Education.” 
The 1900th anniversary of the ministry of 
Jesus and the coming of the Holy Spirit 
is being observed throughout the charge. 
Special services of an evangelistic nature 
will be held each evening, beginning at 
Bethany on Sunday evening, Feb. 2, and 
St. Paul on Sunday evening, Feb. 9, culmi- 
nating with an exchange of pulpits on 
Feb. 23, with some minister of Zion Clas- 
sis. The pastor will preach a series of 
sermons on the Holy Spirit. Playlets on 
the C. E. subject feature the St. Paul 
Society meeting each Sunday evening. The 
society is making fine progress under the 
inspiring leadership of Miss Virginia M. 
Herbst, daughter of the former deceased 
pastor, Rev. A. H. Herbst. 


The January meeting of the Ministerial 
Association of the Reformed Church in 
the Lehigh Valley was held in the Jordon 


Reformed Church at Wolberts, Pa., Rev. - 


John Guth, pastor, on Monday, Jan. 6. 
The attendance was unusually large at 
this meeting. The host was Rev. J. G. 
Rupp, D.D., of Allentown. Two excellent 
papers of interest and importance were 
presented. The first was by Rev. E. W. 
Kohler, of Summit Hill, Pa., on the sub- 
ject, “The Ministry in Politics,’ and the 
second by Rev. Dr. T. F. Herman, D.D., 
of the Theological Seminary at Lancaster, 
on the subject “Humanism—Theism: the 
Vital Issue.” Henri Houshner, a shepherd 
boy in Galilee, Palestine, was also pres- 
ent and spoke of his home in the Holy 
Land. 


A large number of young folks in Young 
People’s organizations of the Reformed 
Churehes of Lancaster, Pa., signed the 
following resolution which was forwarded 
to the President of the U. S.: “Resolved, 
That we commend our President, Herbert 
Hoover, for his magnificent leadership in 
our country’s participation in all move- 
ments looking toward world peace; and 
that we especially commend him for his 
leadership in calling the Five Power Con- 
ference on Naval Armament to meet in 
London, England, Jan. 21; and that we 
pray Almighty God that His Spirit may 
guide the deliberations of the Conference 
toward such measures and conclusions as 
will gratify our hopes for the peace of 
the world.” 


The Church Schools of Ambler, Pa., and 
vicinity, have combined to form a most 
successful Community Training School for 
Chureh School workers. From a compara- 
tively small suburban community a school 
of 130 students with a faculty of 6 meets 
regularly each week for a 2-hour session, 
Two Reformed Churches are affiliated with 
the school—Boehm’s at Blue Bell, and 
St. Paul’s at Fort Washington. Two Re- 
formed ministers—Drs. Max Dumstrey and 
CG. A. Santee are registrars in the school; 
two others, Revs. Edward R. Cook and 
R. L. Holland are members of the council; 
while two Reformed people are on the fac- 
ulty, Mrs. Catharine Miller Balm, who 
teaches Young Peoples’ Materials and 
Methods, and Rev. R. L. Holland, who 
teaches New Testament. The interest and 
enrollment have far exceeded _expecta- 
tions, while the co-operative spirit among 
teachers of different schools is already 
showing results. 


In Christ Church, Middletown, Md., Rev. 
John §, Adam, pastor, the observance of 
Christmas inspired unusual interest and 
attendance. On Christmas Eve the “Star 
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of the East” 


was rendered by the Church 
School. The 


special features of the pro- 
gram were a dramatization of “The First 
Novel,” and a closing pantomime. The 
handsome decorations were of an unusual 
character, At the morning worship on 
Dec. 28, a large membership partook of 
the Holy Communion. On Dee, 28,'at 7.30 
P. M., the cantata, “The Light Eternal,” 
was given by a large community chorus 
under the direction of Mr. Emory L. Cob- 
lentz. The Pastor’s Aid Society on the 
evening of Jan. 1, served a sumptuous 
turkey dinner to approximately 200, This 
banquet was in honor of the soecer team 
of the Middletown High School, which had 
recently become the State champions. The 
team was presented with a silver loving 
cup, and each member a medal by Mr. 
Leslie N. Coblentz, president of the Fred- 
erick County School Board. 


Christ Church, Littlestown, Pa., Rev. 
H. H. Hartman, pastor, enjoyed a very 
happy Christmas season. On Christmas 
evening the Primary and Junior Depart- 
ments rendered a program entitled the 
“Star in the: Hast,” in a very pleasing 
manner to an audience that filled the 
Church. A group of older young people 
rendered a service in keeping with the sea- 
son on Sunday evening, Dec. 29. The of- 
fering was for the Hoffman Orphanage. 
Holy Communion was celebrated Jan. 5; 
a large percentage of the congregation 
communed. One adult was received into 
the Church. <A special offering was re- 
ceived for the debt fund which will be 
liquidated by the close of January. Old 
Christ Church, organized 1747, is a rural 
Church and continues to enjoy an excep- 
tionally large attendance. It has always 
been a progressive congregation, and ex- 
pects to renovate the large auditorium in 
the near future. 


The spacious house located on the new 
site of Third Church, Baltimore, Md., one- 
half block away from Liberty Heights 
Ave., between Hillsdale and Mohawk Aves., 
is now being renovated and prepared for 
the temporary parsonage and assembly 
room for Third Church and Mission, The 
second floor is being prepared as a parson- 
age, into which Rey. and Mrs. James Riley 
Bergey will move on Jan. 30. Their new 
address will be 3606 Mohawk Ave. The 
first floor will be used for assembly pur- 
poses and for social meetings. And for a 
time, for worship, when the Church is sold, 
and until the first unit of the new plant 
be built. At that time, also, Mission and 
Church will join their worship and Sunday 
School in the same building. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


MENEELY BELL CO. 


TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 


BELLS 


Church Decorator, - Fresco-Painting and Decorating 


MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 
Sketches Submitted on Application 
H. P. BERGER g Lebanon, Pa. 


M. P. MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 
Endorsed by the most eminent organists. 
Lead all makes for church, school and audi- 
torium use. Every organ a special creation 
for a particular use and guaranteed the high- 
est grade. Booklets and specifications on 


request. 
M. P. MOLLER 


Factory and General Offices 
Hagerstown, Maryland 


Special References: Organs in over three 
hundred Reformed Churches. 
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TOWER CHIMES PLAYED FROM‘ 
ELECTRIC KEYBOARD AT ORGAN 
CHURCH BELLS— PEALS 

McShane Bell Foundry Co. 


BALTIMORE, MD. 
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The Philadelphia Federation of Churches 
is providing a very valuable series of con- 
ferences which should be attended by not 
only the pastors but by many of our peo- 
ple. On Jan. 23, Dr. George A. Buttrick, 
of the Madison Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, New York, and Dr. Charles R. 
Brown, former dean of the Yale School 
of Religion, were the principal speakers at 
a conference on Preaching. On Feb. 19, 
at 10.30 A. M. and 2 P. M., the group 
conference on Worship will be held at the 
First Presbyterian Church, Locust above 
15th St., and on March 10, a Spiritual 
Fellowship will be held in the Bryn Mawr 
Presbyterian Church, 

Rev. H. A. Fesperman, pastor of First 
Church, Greensboro, N. C., was recently 
invited to address the Rockingham County 
Ministerial Association on “Worship, In- 
terest and Attendance.” Approximately 
25 ministers were present, representing 7 
different denominations of the county. The 
average. S. S. attendance in First Church 
during 1929 was the highest of any year 
of the history of the congregation. At 
present the Church is participating in a 
Visitation Evangelistic Campaign, directed 
by Dr. Guy Black, of Greencastle, Ind. The 
Fesperman Bible Class had an average at- 
tendance of 105 for 1929. An average of 
above 100 has been maintained through 
a period of 8 years. 

The work in Zion Church, York, Pa., 
Rev. J. Kern McKee, D.D., pastor, during 
the holidays was of an interesting charac- 
ter. The 8. 8. gave an exceptional serv- 
ice. The decorations were in keeping with 
the season. Offering for Hoffman Orphan- 
age, $958.53. The local good-cheer gifts 
amounted to a goodly amount. The pastor 
was presented with a purse of gold. Holy 
Communion was celebrated Jan. 12, follow- 
ing a series of special prayer and conse- 
eration meetings. Though the weather was 
very inclement and attendance was good, 
3 members were admitted. Apportionment 
paid in full. Plans for an aggressive cam- 
paign are being formulated for ingathering 
at Easter season. 

Watch night services at Salem Church, 
Catasauqua, Pa., Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, 
pastor, were the most impressive and the 
best attended in the history of the Church. 
Religious motion pictures were shown and 
a tableau service was rendered, The pass- 
ing of the old year was symbolized with 
Father Time in a tableau and the coming 
of the New Year was portrayed by chil- 
dren in costume représenting the months. 
The officers all came forward and lit can- 
dles. A triple tableau of the cross, star 
and open Bible closed the program, after 
which the organ chimes struck the hour. 
All tableaux were accompanied by songs 
and colored lights. 

The Mt. Bethel, Pa. Charge, Rey. 
George A. Bear, pastor, observed the 
Christmas season with an offering of over 
$200 for the orphans. Christ Chureh at 
its White Gift service contributed $139 
of this amount. 46 members have been 
added during the present pastorate of 11 
months. The W. M. 8. Thank Offering 
services throughout the Charge, brought 
in $160 for benevolence and missions. A 
New Year’s congregational rally was held. 
The hour before midnight was used for a 
Preparatory service. Plans are being per- 
fected to stress Evangelism, in accordance 
with the observance of the Reformed 
Church, Renovations to the parsonage and 
the organ at Stone Church, amounting to 
almost $3,000, have been paid for. All 
organizations report balances in the treas- 
uries. 

The Cedar Crest College Club of Phila- 
delphia was entertained at luncheon on 
Jan. 15, in the new Wm. F. Curtis Dormi- 
tory by Dean Madie Walker and the 
Misses Emily Faust and Kathryn Laros, 
teachers at the college. The occasion was 
the regular monthly and 13th annual 
meeting of the club. Luncheon was served 
to 30 members in the dormitory, which 
was completed in October. An enjoyable 


CIRCULATION SPARKS 
Church Paper Day in Paradise Charge, Zion Classis 


The snow was 14 inches deep,—the thermometer registered 10 degrees 
below zero,—but this in no way affected the warm-hearted greeting given 
to George W. Waidner, of the MESSENGER staff, on the occasion of his 
visit to two of the congregations of this Charge, of which Rev. E. V. 
Strasbaugh is the pastor. 

The audiences were small,—a fact to be expected under such weather 
conditions,—but the splendid response to the appeal to support the MES- 
SENGER cheered the hearts of both the pastor and the visiting speaker. 

The MESSENGER campaign, which is to be continued in this Charge, 
began with the receipt of 31 yearly subscriptions to the Church Paper. 
This is a splendid testimony to the efficient leadership of the pastor and 
to the bond of confidence and affection existing between pastor and people. 

The management of the MESSENGER extends greetings and “Thank 
You” to the new members of the MESSENGER family. 

* * *&£ Kk 

To many of our pastors and members, it would seem that the scope 
of the MESSENGER’S helpfulness is bounded by, or confined to, the 
state of Pennsylvania. Therefore, it is with particular gratification that 
we acknowledge in this way the receipt of 20 new subscriptions from Rev. 
J. C. Leonard, D. D., of First Church, Lexington, N. C., a former president 
of General Synod. This manifestation of interest and regard for the 
Church Paper from our membership in the Southland, speaks well for the 
interest and co-operation of our brethren there and for the universality of 
the MESSENGER’S appeal. We felicitate Dr. Leonard and sincerely hope 
that much blessing will come to the homes where the MESSENGER will 
now be sent for, perhaps, the first time. 

ioe kon tee 

To a great extent, the existence of the MESSENGER as a periodical 
depends upon the interested loyal readers who renew their subscriptions 
year after year. Among those who are indefatigable in their efforts to 
maintain regularly the maximum number of subscribers in their congrega- 
tions, we would mention: Rev. Joseph J. Gilbert, Emlenton, Pa.; Rev. J. 
Wm. Zehring, Mountville, Pa.; Rev. James D. Buher, Ph. D., Washington, 
D. C., and Rev. Walter E. Garrett, Hellam, Pa. 

As sure as the coming of the seasons and special days of the Church 
Year, these faithful brethren send in their lists of subscribers. It is true 
that sometimes there are discontinuances, but somehow they have the 
knack of securing new ones to fill up the gaps. 

Thank you for your continued encouragement. We will thank God 
and go forward. 

8 F Be ee 

Elder Wm. H. DeChant, of St. Paul’s Memorial Church, Reading, Pa., 
has blazed a new trial over which the Sunday School teachers of the 
Church may well follow. ‘This consecrated teacher of a class of young 
men has given each member of his class, as a gift, a year’s subscription 
to the MESSENGER. ‘ : 

Lack of space prevents our printing his gracious letter to us. We trust 


. that in a humble way, the MESSENGER will supplement his efforts with 


these young men and that in the future they will be able to say that the 

cheer and encouragement of the Church Paper was a determining factor 

in their spiritual lives. : 
* * * * 

We wish that we might dare print in this connection the name of the 
wife of one of our pastors. This Godly woman, long an enthusiastic sup- 
porter of the MESSENGER, supplemented the efforts of her husband in 
this manner. ‘When the special letter from this office to all pastors an- 
nouncing CHURCH PAPER DAY was received, she quietly and efficiently 
spent that afternoon in placing the MESSENGER in 22 homes of the con- 
gregation. As a result of her efforts, the consistory of the congregation 
now subscribes 100% to the MESSENGER. 

We hardly feel capable of making worthy comment upon this achieve- 
ment. Thank you! And again, Thank you! 

Hk ok PS 
“A wrinkle may portray a smile, 
But more than one denotes a frown; 
The footprints on the sands of time 
Were never made by sitting down. 
The Dreamer schemes and drifts and dreams, 
The Doer knows no ifs or buts; 
The man who passes others by 
Ne’er does it standing in a rut.” 


rr 
musical program was rendered by the treasurer, Mrs. Emily G. Geiger. At the 
“Nonnette Club,” under the direction of October meeting in conjunction with 
Miss L. Dawn Carduer. A piano trio con- Cedar Orest College Alumnae and the 
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sisting of Misses Martha Holmes, Mar- 
garet McNeal and Irene Bachman, ren- 
dered several numbers, and Misses Dor- 
othy Baeder, Margaret Sipple, Emma 
Loekhuff and Margaret McNeal gave a 
selection on 2 pianos. The business meet- 
ing was held in the President’s new home, 
with Dr. and Mrs. Curtis in attendance. 
The officers for 1930 are: President, Mrs. 
Edwin W. Smiley; recording secretary, 
Mrs. Howard E. Heckler; corresponding 
secretary, Mrs. George W. Spotts, and 


Auxiliary, the Club pledged itself to rai 

$1,000 to be nied For expenses of 
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis on a trip 
which they are to take to Pale- 
stine, the Holy Land, and European coun- 
tries. The president, Mrs. Scott, on be- 
half of the club, announced to Dr. and 
Mrs. Curtis that a check would be sent 
them within a few days, redeeming their 
pledge made to the Cedar Crest Alumnae 
and Auxiliary, both of which raised a like 


amount. —— 
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Christ Church, Latrobe, Pa., Rev. Ralph 
Hartman, pastor, appropriately observed 
the Christmas season. The Beginners, Pri- 
mary and Junior departments of the Church 
School presented a Christmas program on 
Sunday evening, Dec. 22. The Christmas 
Day worship at 6 A. M., was a candlelight 
service and quite impressive. The Young 
Peoples’ department of the Church School 
presented a Christmas pageant on Sunday 
evening, Dec. 29. Offering for the chil- 
dren at St. Paul’s Home, $400, together 
with a shipment of 140 cans of choice 
fruit. Several large boxes of toys, candies, 
stockings and gifts were sent to the Hun- 
garian Orphans’ Home at Ligonier; also a 
valuable shipment of clothes and toys to 
the Indian Mission School at Neillsville, 
Wis. The Young Peoples’ Society con- 
ducted the watch night social and service. 
This organization is planning to observe 
Young Peoples’ Week, Jan. 26 to Feb. 2. 
The Week of Prayer was observed by most 
of the Protestant Churches joining in the 
union services, culminating in a union com- 
munion service on Friday evening. 


The progressive and optimistic spirit of 
our lamented brother, the late Dr. David 
H. Fouse, continues to show its influence 
in the Community Church of Denver, Colo. 
The annual congregational meeting on Jan, 
15 occurred in the midst of a spell of zero 
weather, and a splendid spirit was mani- 
fested. The finances of the congregation 
were found to be in a very fair state, and 
for the vacancies in the Consistory, Mrs. 
Harold Rogers was elected to the Board 
of Deacons, and Mrs. Rollie Bradford to 
the Board of Trustees. We are sure that 
such capable ladies will add much to the 
effectiveness of the Consistory. The con- 
gregation is very fortunate in having so 
able and popular a minister as Dr. James 
T. Carlyon in the pulpit. This is only 
possible because of his relationship with 
the Iliff School of Theology. Mr. John 
Leach is proving an able assistant. On 
Jan. 29 a series of Wednesday evening 
community dinners was started which will 
continue until Holy Week. A special ef- 
fort is being made at this time to increase 
Church membership. 


The members of Salem Church, Altoona, 
Pa., have been very busy for the past 6 
months. Under the leadership of Rev. 
Walter E. Reifsnyder and his good wife, 
a great amount of work has been accom- 
plished. The entire S. S. room has been 
remodeled and refurnished and the school 
regraded, which has been a great benefit. 
A leadership training class was organized 
and taught by the pastor. The first course 
was successfully completed by 20 members, 
and the second course has been started. 16 
new subscribers to the “Messenger” have 
been procured by the Boy Scouts of the 
Church; this troop is another of Rev. Mr. 
Reifsnyder’s new organizations. Two cir- 
eles of Campfire Girls are organized and 
are doing excellent work under the able 
guardianship of Mrs. Reifsnyder. The 
number of Almanacs and Year Books dis- 
tributed was greatly increased this year. 
On Dee. 22, the pastor gave the lecture of 
Henry Van Dyke’s “The Other Wise Man,” 
to a well filled house. Three new members 
were received in December. 


No whiter Christmas was ever seen in 
the vicinity of Defiance, O., than the last 
one. Snow was so deep that traffic every- 
where was greatly hindered and some roads 
impassible. Some Church members in the 
country were snowbound for days. Yet 81 
came to the table of the Lord in St. John’s 
Church, Rev. A. Grether, pastor; 5 new 
members were received and the offering 
for the Mission House was generous. A 
painting, 6 feet square, portraying the 
shepherds, adorned the wall back of the 
platform; a large, well-decorated tree was 
in place; and an electrically lighted man- 
ger, star and spotlight, added much to the 
effectiveness of the well-rendered program. 
“The Birth of Christ in Song, Story and 
Pageant,” was given by 30 S. S. members. 
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‘Each of our departments is furnished with 
the very best furniture on the market— 
tables, sand tables, picture stands and black- 
boards go to make up the complete equip- 
ment,” reads the report of a Sunday School 
recently equipped by DeLong. 


Complete Equipment for the Sunday School 


ROM sturdy chairs in graduated 

sizes for primary tots, and sand 
trays and tables to keep their hands 
and minds interested, to desks and 
tables for superintendents’ and teach- 
ers’ rooms, you will find that DeLong 
Sunday-School Equipment meets your 
needs practically and economically. 


14 children, garbed in white capes, very 
effectively sang several selections. Offer- 
ing for Ft. Wayne Home. Zion Church, at 
Sherwood, under the direction of Miss 
Emma Rothar, rendered an impressive 
Christmas program on Dee. 22; offering for 
the orphans. The pastor and family re- 
ceived splendid gifts. In both Churches 
good W. M. 8S. Thank Offering services 
were conducted. ; 

The Consistory of St. Paul’s Church, 
Quarryville, Pa., Rev. Addison H. Groff, 
pastor, together with their wives, recently 
held a testimonial dinner in honor of the 
4 retiring members: G. J. P. Raub, J. 
Shepard Wolf, B. Clair Aument, and Roy 
S. Neuswanger. Mr. Raub acted as toast- 
master. In introducing the pastor, he con- 
gratulated him on the large number of 
men who had come into the Church during 
his pastorate. The pastor spoke in high 
praise of Mr. Raub’s work as elder, S§. S. 
superintendent and choir leader, in all of 
which capacities Mr. Raub has a record of 
over 40 years devoted and distinguished 
service, in recognition of which, a window 
is to be placed by the S. S. Board in his 
honor in the new S. 8. building, now near- 
ing completion, and the Consistory has 
recommended that Mr. Raub be made elder 
emeritus. Mrs. Raub has been a 8. 8. 
teacher and has prepared the elements for 
the Holy Communion for about half a cen- 
tury. Wilson’s Christmas cantata, “The 
Coming of Christ,” so ably sung by the 
choir Dec. 29, was repeated in the Octararo 
Presbyterian Church. The collapse of the 
floor in the Legion Hall recently, made it 
necessary for the members of St. Paul’s 
Church to secure another place to-meet for 
services during the completion of their 
new Church and Sunday School. The Me- 
morial M. E. Church immediately offered 
the use of their building and the offer 
was gladly accepted. This is the only 
other Protestant Church in the town. 

St. John’s Church, Evans City, Pa., Rev. 
H. H. Long, D.D., pastor, had a very joy- 
ous and inspiring Christmas season with 
many activities. Mrs. Long told the 
Christmas Story at the party in Dee. 20 
for the Mission Band. Refreshments were 
served to 61 by the 5 ladies in charge of 
the Band, Miss Clara Shakley, leader. A 
box was sent to the Indian children at 
Neilsville by the Band. On Monday eve- 
ning, Dec. 18, Mrs. Long’s 8. 8S. class gave 
a party at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd 
Downing. The class presented Mrs. Long 
with a $10 gold piece. On Friday evening, 
Dee. 19, Dr. Long entertained his class of 


In addition, the DeLong Catalog 
groups equipment by departments, in- 
suring adequate facilities for every 
group without extravagance. Planning 
with DeLong often results in more 
complete equipment at actual economy 
This catalog is sent free. Address 
Dept. C, DeLong Furniture Co., 1505 
Race Street, Philadelphia. 
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boys with a dinner and party at the par- 
sonage. The boys reciprocated Dr. Long’s 
kindness by presenting him with a beauti- 
ful tooled leather billfold. The Ladies’ 
Aid sent a donation of fruit, jellies, gro- 
ceries and one quilt to St. Paul’s Home. 
The Young Peoples’ Society held a vesper 
candle service Dec. 22, in charge of Mr, 
Carl Kinsey and Miss Gladys Blain, On 
Christmas Eve the regular entertainment 
was held. The cantata, “The Love Stamp,” 
was given with great credit to the partici- 
pants and the director. Dr. and Mrs. Long 
were presented with a purse from the con- 
gregation, by Supt. Victor Barnhart, who 
spoke of the fine spirit existing between 
congregation and pastor. It was a joyous 
Christmas for both pastor and people, not 
forgetting the Christ spirit in the offering 
of $88 for St. Paul’s Orphans’ Home. Holy 
Communion was celebrated Jan, 12. 


Rev. Robert M. Kern, of St. Andrew’s, 
Allentown, Pa., who has been seriously ill 
since Noy. 11, is making rapid improve- 
ment and hopes to resume his work in the 
near future. His pulpit has been filled on 
recent Sundays by Dr. G. W. Richards, 
J. G. Rupp, J. R. Stein and Paul 8, Lein- 
bach. On coming Sundays Revs. F. H. 
Moyer, Chas. E. Schaeffer, D.D., and Theo. 
F, Herman, D.D., will preach. 
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In the Glen Rock, Pa., Charge, Rev. S. 
M. Roeder, pastor, Christmas services were 
held in the 3 Churches. At Trinity the 
program was arranged by Miss Florence 
Wolf, Mrs. Ethel Seitz and Mr. J. M. 
Grove. The program left a good impres- 
sion upon the large and appreciative con- 
gregations that filled the Church. The 
pageant, “The Spirit of Christmas”, was 
particularly well rendered. Mrs. Roeder 
received a liberal gift from her 8. S. 
Class. The pastor was very well remem- 
bered by Trinity congregation, Mr. CO. E. 
Slonaker making the presentation address 
at the early morning service. Of $243.59 
for the Hoffman orphanage, Trinity 8. 8. 
gave $200. About 2 months ago, a truck 
load of potatoes, cabbage, turnips, etc., 
was taken to Hoffman Home by Mr. H. 
C, Stine, donated by St. Peter’s congrega- 
tion and Trinity S. 8S. This Home is giv- 
ing the people an opportunity to develop 
their liberality that is deserving of hon- 
orable mention. The Consistories of Trin- 
ity and St. Peter’s held their annual meet- 
ings on New Year’s Day and found com- 
fortable balances in their treasuries. 
Weather conditions interfere considerably 
with attendance at Church and Sunday 
School. 

The Christmas observance in St. Luke’s 
Church, Lancaster, Pa., Rev. John F, 
Frantz, pastor, began on Dec, 22 with a 
special sermon on the theme “Emanuel, 
God with Us.” In the afternoon the 
Primary Department, under the direction 
of Mrs. Leora B. Frantz, rendered a 
Christmas program. The children were 
given the usual treat. In the evening a 
choir of 15 voices under the direction of 
Miss Emma Myer, sang the cantata “The 
Birthday of the King,” by Norwood Dale. 
Christmas Day was ushered in with a dawn 
service at which the “Harbaugh Service” 
was used. In the evening the Sunday 
school rendered a Christmas program. The 
Orphans’ Home at Womelsdorf was given 
a liberal offering in money. A number of 
articles of clothing were also sent to the 
Home. The pastor and family received a 
number of cards. A gift of gold from 
the congregation and a beautiful pewter 
cake dish from the Ladies’ and Men’s 
Bible Classes found their way to the par- 
sonage. The §S. 8. superintendent, the 
organist and the sexton of the Church were 
kindly remembered by gifts. At the con- 
gregational meeting held Jan. 8, neat bal- 
ances were reported in all treasuries, One 
elder and 4.deacons were elected. The 
congregation instructed the pastor to ap- 
point a committee of 7 to consider ways 
and means to meet the crowded condition 
of the Sunday School. Additional room 
for the proper care of the school is neces- 
sary. Building operations must be consid- 
ered seriously of the school is to function 
properly. 

The annual congregational meeting and 
dinner of the First Church, Haston, Pa., 
was held with nearly 200 members present. 
The dinner was served at 6.30 in the 
Church dining room by the Women’s Guild 
and, following the repast, Charles K. 
Weaver was toastmaster. The choir, under 
the direction of Charles Maddock, organist, 
sang. The meeting opened with devo- 
tional services conducted by Rey. ©. H. 
Rominger, D.D., of Bethlehem, who has 
been acting as supply pastor. D. F. Baim, 
vice-president of the Consistory, called for 
nominations for chairman and Charles K. 
Weaver was chosen unanimously for this 
post. Harry Vanatta, clerk of the Con- 
sistory, was secretary of the meeting. Re- 
ports were received from the various or- 
ganizations and from the Church treasurer, 
Edward L. Osterstock. The following were 
elected as elders: F. A. Churchill, J. F. 
Kressley, R. H. Schmickle and D. F, Baim. 
Edward lL. Osterstock was elected as an 
elder for one year to fill the unexpired 
term of the late Henry G. Siegfried. Dea- 
cons elected were: Stanley Genther, Floyd 
R. Lear, Walter G. Tindall and M. R. 
Sterner. Joseph H. Bush and William R. 
Coll were elected as trustees for the 


Thomas Rinek Fund. A vote of thanks 
was extended to the Women’s Guild for 
preparing and serving such a fine dinner 
and a vote of thanks was also tendered 
Joseph H. Bush and William R. Coll for 
their untiring work in decorating the 
Church during the year; also for the very 
handsome decorations in the dining room, 
which they arranged for the annual meet- 
ing. After the conclusion of*the business 
meeting, a social hour followed and Rev. 
Dr. Rominger addressed the members in 
happy vein. The reports of the various 
organizations, he said, indicated a very 
healthy condition and the prospects for 
the early election of a pastor are very 
bright. Rev. Dr. Rominger complimented 
the members on their loyalty and for 
standing by the officers of the Church at a 
time when the congregation has no regu- 
lar pastor. 


Rey. Gustav R. Poetter conducted the 
opening and closing devotions at the an- 
nual congregational meeting of St. Mark’s 
Church, Reading, Pa., on Monday night, 
Jan. 20, in the S. S. room. Charles R. 
Krick was elected presiding officer. George 
S. Fisher recorded the minutes. It was 
decided to make the goal for new members 
to be added to the Church in 1930 to be 
110 members; to conduct an Every Member 
Canvass in latter months of 1930; to open 
the congregational meeting of 1931 with 
a congregational supper; to appoint a com- 
mittee of 7 to resume the action of the 
congregation to prepare and to present 
plans, ways and means for Church improve- 
ments. The pastor read his report, in 
which he referred to the success of the 
work of the congregation, physically and 
spiritually, due to the splendid co-opera- 
tion of the Consistory and the organiza- 
tions and the people. His statistical report 
was: 46 baptisms; 26 marriages; 32 fu- 
nerals, 104 new members; 1,580 members, 
a net gain of 53; 84 sermons, and 2,043 
pastoral and sick calls. The Sunday 
Church services were attended by 23,688. 
Reports presented by the subsidiary or- 
ganizations showed that progress was made 
and that good results were obtained. The 
cash balance in the different treasuries 
amounts to $5,825.88. The Every Member 
Canvass made a decided contribution to 
the healthy condition of the financial situ- 
ation. There were no complaints but there 
were a large number of increases for cur- 
rent expenses and benevolence. The fol- 
lowing officers were unanimously elected: 
Elders: William Y. Zinn and Howard G. 
Gromis; deacons: David H. Kendig, ets 
Chester E. McCoy and Wayne Weigley. 
They were ordained and installed on Sun- 
day night, Jan. 26, and presented to the 
Consistory at its meeting for reorganiza- 
tion after Church worship. <A rising vote 
of thanks was given to Walter A. Schuyler, 
Jr., as the efficient treasurer of the con- 
gregation, and to the retiring officers, 
Isaac J. Zinn, Joshua V. Eshelman, George 
8. Fisher, Raymond R. Artz and Harry 8. 
Hoffman, for their faithful service. These 
retiring officers gave a banquet for the old 
the new members of the Consistory on 
Jan, 25 at the American House. The new 
auditing committee for 1930 consists of 
the following: Mrs. Arthur D. Kline, Mrs. 
Seth H. Weidner and George W. Sweis- 
ford. The financial secretary reported 
1,395 members in good standing. There 
was improvement in financial delinquency 
and much improvement will be expected 
in 1930. The use of special envelopes for 
special offerings is slowly growing among 
the members. A luncheon and social fol- 
lowed the meeting. The Sunshine Division 
was given a rising vote of thanks for pre- 
paring and providing the luncheon. 


“RESIGNING WITH CHRISTIAN 
GRACE’’ 

Resigning from a pastorate is not a 
thing which a pastor delights to contem- 
plate, but there occasionally arises situa- 
tions which make it seem necessary or ad- 
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visable, for the sake of the pastorate. And 
there are few things which one usually 
finds so difficult to do with becoming grace 
as that, Few things involve such a severe 
test of Christian courtesy, kindliness and 
self-control as a situation that calls for 
such an action, It is necessarily a time 
of great disappointment on the part of the 
minister, and one is prone to give expres- 
sion to personal feelings, to relate personal 
grievances, and to accuse others unkindly. 
It is easy to lose poise, to forget dignity, 
to resort to ungracious remarks, and to at- 
tempt to make a martyr of one’s self in 
the eyes of his friends, all of which does 
not help the pastor even though he be the 
victim of unseemly designs, but rather en- 
courages divisions and bitterness among 
fellow-members and results in discrediting 
the Church and retarding the progress of 
the Kingdom. 

‘‘The Congregationalist’’ cites an ex- 
ample of a prominent minister of its fra- 
ternity, who showed himself ‘‘a model for 
his ministerial brethren’’ by the manner 
in which he faced a situation that seemed 
to call for a resignation. Like our es- 
teemed exchange, we too ‘‘do not suggest 
that pastors confronted with difficulties 
should always resign.’? There may be 
very good reasons why resigning is not the 
thing to do. But once such a course is de- 
termined upon, the writer suggests, ‘‘noth- 
ing could be finer in frankness, definite- 
ness, courtesy and Chritsian spirit’? than 
the letter this pastor wrote. The attitude 
and course of this pastor is the more Ssig- 
nificant in view of the fact that in this 
same city a very bitter and harmful Church 
quarrel had previously taken place in an- 
other congregation of that denomination. 
Our fellow editor is hopeful that the in- 
fluence of that unfortunate event may be 
somewhat counteracted by this more pleas- 
ing settlement of a Church difficulty, that 


‘‘the gracious gesture with which Dr. D— — 


resigns may prove the most effective min- 
istry that he could give.’’? Naturally our 
hope and prayer is that there may be few 
if any occasions for such resignations 
among our ministry, but so long as pastors 
are human, and Churches sometimes even 
more human, there are bound to arise now 
and then, in some Churches, situations that 
present occasion for just such action. And 
if a man is confronted with a situation 
that seems to call for his resignation, it is 
noble to be able to do it in a gracious, 
Christian way. We quote the above men- 
tioned resignation herewith: ; 
‘‘T have a brief announcement to make 
which will come in the nature of a sur- 
prise to a great many people, friends and 
members of this Church, who may have 
been scarcely aware that throughout my 
two years here there has been developing 
a left wing, increasingly out of symp 
with my administration. From the 
have been aware of this opposition; b 
hoping it might be placated, I con 
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might soon be relieved. Upon my return 
from abroad, I learn that the minority has 
become quite aggressive and outspoken. 
Were there any principles involved, I might 
be persuaded to contend for them, There 
are no principles at issue, What storm 
there is, centers about myself. The natural 
solution is that I elminate myself, and the 
confusion will be abated. I have never 
been a party to a Church quarrel. It does 
not seem to me that the Church is the place 
for them. Anybody who, seeing a Church 
row in the offing, can think of a good way 
to head it off, should be ealled blessed, I 
think, by both factions, if he suggests his 
remedy. I now crave that blessing. Rather 
regretfully, grateful to the very consider- 
able majority who have been loyal and co- 
operative, and without any bitterness to- 
ward those who have not seen eye to eye 
with me, I offer my resignation to take 
effect on the last day of January. 

‘We now have three months left to us 
to demonstrate what sort of people we are. 
The persons in the Church who wish for 
other leadership will presently have it. 
As for my friends, I trust they will realize 
how important it is that the Church should 
carry on with a minimum of friction. I 
want my friends to be identifiable by the 
well-bred calmness with which they accept 
my decision, and the resoluteness of their 
refusal to discuss it. What we have had 
here is just one of those little predicaments 
which are apt to arise when there has been 
a maladjustment. Nobody in particular to 
blame; most of it arising out of tempera- 
mental incompatibility. Let us spend these 
next three months working together like 
Christians, and give the Los Angeles pub- 
lic a pleasant and, perhaps, unusual illus- 
tration of what the Lord was talking about 
in the Sermon on the Mount.’’—The 
Brethren Evangelist. 


CEDAR CREST COLLEGE 


The “S. S. Empress of Scotland” of the 
White Star Line steams from Pier 56, 
Hudson River, on Saturday afternoon, 
Feb. 3, at 4.30 P. M. Among the passen- 
gers who wave to the crowd of friends 
on shore will be President and Mrs. W. 
F, Curtis, departing on their well-earned 
vacation. They will stop at all the coun- 
tries bordering on the Mediterranean. On 
April 2, they will leave the cruise at Mon- 
aco for a tour of Europe, stopping at 
Rome, Florence, Luzerne, Heidelberg, go- 
ing up the Rhine to Cologne, to Amster- 
dam, Brussels, Paris, and London. Leaving 
Southampton on May 17, they will arrive 


The annual Mid-Year dance which 
President and Mrs, Curtis give to the 
entire student body and faculty was held 
in the Hotel Americus on Friday, Janu- 
ary 17. The ballroom was decorated with 
palms and blooming plants; the punch 
tables were colorful with cut flowers and 
candles. 

The basement of Hillside House is now 
being remodeled for the Home Economics 
Department, while a practice house is be- 
ing furnished upstairs. Next month a 
“practice baby” will be secured. The 
Chemistry Department will take possession 
of the room which the cooking class prev- 
iously used; and the dean is going to out- 
fit the former sewing rooms for her head- 
quarters. 

The Haverford Glee Club will sing at 
Cedar Crest on Feb. 8 at 8 P. M., and an 
informal dance will follow. The Athletic 
Association will give its annual banquet 
on Feb. 12. On Feb. 14 at 10.15 A. M., 
the Mozart Trio, composed of a pianist, a 
cellist and a violinist, will give a concert. 
The Chimes Dramatie Club will give its 
banquet on Feb. 22 at 6 P. M.; and the 
Senior Cabaret will follow immediately. 
Cedar Crest debated Lehigh on January 
16; and on Feb. 26, they will meet again in 
Allentown and broadcast over Station 
WCBA, Allentown, (1440 kilocycles, 208.2 
metres), 10 to 11.30 P. M. The rest of 
the debates are: with Temple on Feb. 19, 


- in Quebee May 24. 


at 8 P. M.; and with Geneva and Frank- 
lin and Marshall, dates are not decided. 

The basketball schedule is as follows: 
Moravian in Allentown, February 14, at 
4 P. M.; Ursinus in Collegeville, Febru- 
ary 21, at 4 P. M.; Ursinus in Allentown, 
February 28, at 4 P. M. 

The Shamokin Club organized in the 
Penn-Lee Hotel, December 28. Lyla 
Lloyd was elected president; Louise Sal- 
ter, vice-president; Helen Heim, secretary, 
and Mary E. Aucker, treasurer. 

John A. Tallmadge. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 

The children who were admitted at the 
Board meeting on Jan. 9 have arrived. 
Four of the children admitted were from 
a family of 15 motherless children, their 
ages ranging from one, two, five and seven 
years, 

‘We have 3 small babies at Frick Cot- 
tage, making in all 14 little tots under 5 
years of age. Our family now numbers 
214 children. Can you stop to think, my 
Christian friends, what a responsibility it 
is to conscientiously tend and raise these 
children? It requires hours of work and 
sacrifice, but what a glorious satisfaction 
it is to know that “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these My 
brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” 

The snow was a welcome visitor. The 
children are enjoying good coasting and 
skating these cold days. 

The men folks were busy butchering last 
week and now we are enjoying the good 
sausage and scrapple. 

—Mrs. C. H. Kehm. 


MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
TWENTY-ONE 

The General Synod at its meeting in 
Indianapolis appointed a special Commit- 
tee of Twenty-one, representing the 
Synods of the Reformed Church in the 
United States, to receive from the Com- 
mission on Closer Relations any proposals 
on the question of the union of the Re- 
formed Church in the United States, the 
United Brethren in Christ and the Evan- 
gelical Synod of North America, and, 
provided a two-thirds vote of the com- 
mittee could be secured, to pass the matter 
to the Classes for action on the same. 

This committee met in the Schaff Build- 
ing, Philadelphia, on Thursday, Jan. 16. 

The following are the members of the 
committee: Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D., 
president of the General Synod; Rev. 
Charles B. Schneder, D.D., Eastern Synod; 
Rey. Edwin H. Wessler, D.D., Ohio Synod; 
Rev. Henry C. Nott, D.D., Northwest 
Synod; Rev. Harry N. Bassler, D.D., Pitts- 
burgh Synod; Rev. Henry I. Stahr, D.D., 
Potomac Synod; Rev. A. J. Michael, Mid- 
west Synod (takes place of Rev. M. E. 
Beck, removed from Midwest Synod); 
Elder Frank T. Landis, Eastern Synod; 
Elder Harley O. Knecht, Ohio Synod; 
Elder Oscar Wolters, Northwest Synod; 
Elder Tillman K. Saylor, Pittsburgh 
Synod; Elder J. Frank Meyer, Potomac 
Synod; Elder Otto A. Jaeger, German 
Synod of the East; Elder Edwin W. Dirks, 
Midwest Synod; Rev. Edwin W. Lentz, 
D.D., Eastern Synod; Rev. H. Nevin Kerst, 
D.D., Ohio Synod; Rev. W. Sherman 
Kerschner, D.D., Potomac Synod; Elder 
Edward S. Fretz, Eastern Synod (takes 
place of Elder F. C. Brunhouse, deceased) ; 
Elder David I. Prugh, Ohio Synod; Elder 
Samuel E. Basehore, Potomac Synod; Rev. 
John M. Peck, B.D., German Synod of the 
East. 

All of these were present except Dr. C. 
B. Sehneder, who was detained by a 
funeral; Elder Otto Jaeger, who was sick, 
and Elder E. S. Fretz, who was in Florida, 

The following members of the Commis- 
sion on Closer Relations were also in at- 
tendance: Dr. George W. Richards, chair- 
man; Dr. J. ©. Leonard, Dr. Charles EH. 
Miller, Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew, Dr. A. E. 
Dahlman, Dr. Emory L. Coblentz, Hon. 
D. J. Snyder, and Reuben J. Butz, Esq. 
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After reading the action of the General 
Synod pertaining to this matter, the chair- 
man, Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer, called on 
Dr. Richards to present any proposals 
which the Commission on Closer Relations 
had to offer. Dr. Richards stated that the 
commission had met December 12 with 
similar commissions of the negotiating 
bodies and that no modifications of the 
original plan of union had been made, 
and that he was, therefore, in behalf of 
the commission, presenting the plan as 
formerly submitted to the Church. Upon 
request, Dr. Richards pointed out the sub- 
stantial agreement between the three com- 
munions on matters of doctrine and polity. 

Each of the members of the committee 
made a statement reflecting the sentiments 
towards the union as far as they appeared 
to have crystallized in the different sec- 
tions of the Church. With but few ex- 
ceptions, there seems to prevail a strong 
tendency in favor of the union. 

In the afternoon the plan of union itself 
was taken up and carefully analyzed and 
criticized. Many questions were asked of 
the members of the commission on many 
points in the plan, which the commission 
answered more or less satisfactorily. 

Inasmuch as the Committee on Closer 
Relations did not receive any expressions 
of opinion on the plan of union from the 
Classes, the Committee of Twenty-one 
thought it wise to wait, before final action 
be taken, until the Classes met in the 
spring when, it is hoped, they will give 
expression to their views on the plan of 
union and on the desirability of union. 
The attention of the Classes is called to 
Item 13, page 32, Minutes of the General 
Synod. 

The following action, growing out of the 
discussion, was then taken: “Resolved, that 
inasmuch as the action of the General 
Synod involves that the Classes be invited 
to offer suggestions and amendments to 
the Plan of Union, and inasmuch as not all 
of the Classes have as yet met and had 
opportunity so to do, action on the part 
of this committee be deferred until the 
Classes may have had the opportunity to 
express themselves and offer their sugges- 
tions.” 

This action implies that the Special 
Committee of Twenty-one will meet again. 
when the Commission on Closer Relations 
has further proposales to make, probably 
late in the summer or early in the fall. 

—Charles E. Schaeffer, Chairman 

of the Committee of Twenty-one. 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


FAITH OF OUR FATHERS 


Text: Hebrews 11:13, “These all died in 
the faith.” 


The recent celebration of Reformation 
Day impressed again upon our minds the 
faith of our fathers which brought about 
the Reformation. As we look back over 
nineteen centuries of the Christian Church 
we find that there are many fathers to 
whom we owe much for their faith. In 
fact, the fathers of the Old Testament 
helped by their faith to lay the founda- 
tions upon which future generations have 
built. 

The eleventh chapter of Hebrews, which 
is known as “the faith chapter,” tells us 
of the faith of the Patriarchal Fathers. 
They are praised for the faith which they 
had in God and His promises. The writer 
of this chapter tells us: “Now faith is as- 
surance of things hoped for, a conviction 
of things not seen.” It is not necessary 
for us to have faith in what we see and 
what we know. But to be sure of things 
that we cannot see and to believe as real 
the things we hope for, that is faith. And 
the writer says about the faith of these 
patriarchal fathers: “For therein the elders 
had witness borne to them.” 

He talks about the faith of Abel, Enoch 
and Noah; the wonderful faith of Abra- 
ham and his wife Sarah, and that of their 
descendants, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph; then 
he tells us of the great faith of Moses, 
which enabled him to lead the children of 
Israel out of bondage; and he comes down 
to the faith of Gideon, Barak, Samson and 
Jephthah; and goes on to tell us about 
David and Samuel and the prophets, cov- 
ering the whole Old Testament in his 
sweep. Then he says, “These all died in 
the faith, not having received the prom- 
ises, but having seen them and greeted 
them from afar.” The greatest of all 
promises was that of the coming Messiah, 
the Saviour of the world, Whom none of 
them saw but in ‘Whom they had faith. 

Then the writer closes his wonderful 
chapter with a statement which links the 
past and the present together, and includes 
you and me. He says, “And these all, 
having had witness borne to them through 
their faith, received not the promise, God 
having provided some better thing con- 
cerning us, that apart from us they should 
not be made perfect.” Christ is the cen- 
ter of all history and binds the past and 
the present together, and makes one fam- 
ily of all who are in heaven and on earth. 

We also have the Church Fathers. to 
whose faith we owe a great deal. There 
is a long line of these fathers, beginning 
with the apostles and coming down through 
the centuries to the time of the reforma- 
tion. During this period the creeds of the 
Church were formulated, and every time 
we say the Apostles’ Creed, beginning: 
“I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth,” we are mak- 
ing use of “the faith of our fathers,” al- 
though the creed may mean something 


THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes 
A gift should be measured not by 


how it bears down on the scales, but 
by how it lifts the heart. 
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different or something more than it did 
for them. 

In addition to the apostles, whose faith 
enabled them to witness for Christ wher- 
ever they went, and made them willing to 
lay down their lives for Him, we have a 
long line of Church fathers, who fought 
against heresies of all kinds and formu- 
lated the doctrines of the Church and ex- 
erted an influence on the future life and 
thought of the Church. Among the many 
I can name only a few, but I hope some 
day you will be enough interested in 
Church History to learn more about these 
Church fathers and their wonderful faith 
and the great work they did for the 
Church. A half dozen of the leaders among 
the Church fathers are Ambrose, Jerome, 
Chrysostom, Augustine, Gregory and 
Anselm, 

Let us not lose sight of the fact that the 
truths which are at the heart of religion 
do not change, but our understanding of 
the truth changes from time to time. As 
Christ came not to destroy but to fulfill, 
so must we take the conceptions of God 
and of the world which we inherited from 
the past and which were taught by our 
fathers, and to fill them full of the new 
ideas which the Holy Spirit makes known 
to us in wider experience and in deeper 
knowledge. 

Then come the Reformation Fathers, the 
most prominent of whom are Martin Lu- 
ther in Germany; Ulric Zwingli in Switz- 
erland; John Calvin in Switzerland and 
France, and John Knox in Scotland. These 
were preceded, accompanied, and followed 
by others, and all of them did much to 
free the Church from corruption; and to 
instill into it the democratic spirit which 
has made it a community of believers. 


We must not forget that we also owe 
a debt. of gratitude to our Patriotic 
Fathers, whose faith in God made them 
seek a home where they could worship 
Him as they thought was right without 
molestation from Church or state. They 
laid the foundations of our country which 
has become a great Christian nation, and 
if all the people will hold fast to “the 
faith of our fathers” the country will con- 
tinue to flourish and prosper and to be a 
great blessing to the other nations of the 
world. 


But we come nearer home now to those 
whom we may call the Domestic Fathers, 
the fathers of our homes to whom we owe 
our existence and many of the blessings 
which we enjoy. It must be admitted that 
the faith of the fathers and mothers of 
our generation has kept the Church alive 
and lays upon us the responsibility of 
passing it on unsullied to our children and 


: children’s children. 


There are too many children in our day 
who do not seem to appreciate as fully as 
they should what their parents have done 
for them and how they ought to show their 
gratitude in return. There are some who 
even ridicule the faith of their fathers and 
turn their backs upon the Church which is 
the only institution that can help them in 
their greatest time of need. They ought 
to read again the commandment given by 
God long ago, and which has not been 
revoked: “Honor thy father and thy 
mother, that thy days may be long in the 
land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee.” 


There ought to be more sons and daugh- 
ters who show the spirit breathed in a 
poem by Ella Wheeler Wilcox: 


“He never made a fortune, or a noise 
In the world where men are seeking after 
fame; 
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But he had a healthy brood of girls and 


boys 

Who loved the very ground on which he 
trod. 

They thought him just a little short of 


God; 
Oh, you should have heard the way they 
said his name—‘Father’.” 


A beautiful tribute was also given to 
the faith of his father by the great South 
Sea missionary, John G. Paton. He tells 
us that the ‘closet,’ or chamber, of their 
home was a very small room, having space 
only for a bed, a little table, and a chair. 
He goes on to say: “This was the Sanc- 
tuary of that cottage home. Thither, daily, 
and oftentimes a day, generally after each 
meal, we saw our father retire, and ‘shut 
to the door’; and we children got to under- 
stand by a sort of spiritual instinct (for 
the thing was too sacred to be talked 
about) that prayers were being poured out 
there for us. We occasionally heard the 
pathetic echoes of a trembling voice plead- 
ing as if for life, and we learned to slip 
out and in past that door on tiptoe, not 
to disturb the holy colloquy. The outside 
world might not know, but we knew, 
whence came that happy light as of a 
new-born smile that always was dawning 
on my father’s face; it was a reflection 
from the Divine Presence in the conscious- 
ness of which he lived.” 

John G. Paton and Charles and John 
Wesley are not the only products of the 
faith of their fathers and mothers, but all 
through the centuries such fruits have 
been produced. 

Frederick ‘W. Faber wrote a hymn eighty 
years ago which we still love to sing: 


“Faith of our fathers, faith and prayer 
Have kept our country brave and free, 
And through the truth that comes from 
God 
Her children have true liberty: 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
We will be true to thee till death.” 


REVISED VERSION 


A professor attempted to teach a class 
of little negroes to memorize, “Be not 
afraid, it is I.” : 

Professor (following day): “Sam, what 
was the quotation I taught you yester- 
day?” 

Sam (after thinking): “Don’t get skeer- 
ed, ’taint nobody but me—” 


A man came into the mu- 
‘Not a sound or I 


“Just think! 
sic room and said: 
fire’.”’ 

“Were you just going to sing?” 


You know California and Florida are 
great rivals. One day a man from Cali- 
fornia walked into a fruit store in Florida 
and, seeking to joke the owner, picked up 
a pumpkin and remarked, “My, but these 
are small oranges.” The Florida fellow 
was stumped only for a second. “Hey, 


you,” he said angrily, “quit foolin’ with 
those little lemons.” 


PEN PRICKS 
By John Andrew Holmes 


The way to heaven is paved with 
good resolutions. 
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CRYING TWICE 


A new pastor came upon his field of 
Jabor. The people were not favorably im- 
pressed with him. They were actually dis- 
pleased, and some of them were not back- 
ward about letting him know it. Some 
tears were shed—tears of disappointment. 
And the heavy-hearted pastor knew that 
also. But he said, ‘‘Maybe I can make 
them ery twice. I will try to serve them 
30 they will also shed tears when I leave.’’ 
And he did. He remained four or five 
years, won the affections of his people, and 
when he was called away at the end of a 
blessed pastorate there was loud lamenta- 
tion. Sometimes the pastor is given a 
“‘royal’’ welcome, and, like the proverbial 
new broom, sweeps clean—for a time. But 
he lacks lasting qualities. No tears were 
shed at his coming and none were shed at 
his going. It is like the case of the army 
officer who was removed to another de- 
partment, and a witty Irish private who 
had the misfortune of having served under 
him, said that when his captain took his 
departure ‘‘he was followed by many a 
dry eye.’’ The real test of the pastor’s 
success is not the sort of reception he 
gets, but the sort of farewell he gets.— 


Religious Telescope. 


AMERICA’S GREATEST STEAMSHIP 
OPERATOR’S VIEW ON PROHIBITION 


Captain Robert Dollar is perhaps the 
foremost foreign steamship owner and 
manager in America. Though 85 years old 
he is full of vigor and vitality. While 
attending the Foreign Trade Council at 
Baltimore, Capt. Dollar said to a staff rep- 
resentative of the ‘‘Manufacturers’ Ree- 
ond’: 


‘When I took over a fleet of 20 ships, 
five years ago, any number of persons, all 
kinds of people, told me I could not run 
them successfully unless I served liquor on 
board. Not a drop of liquor ever has been 
served on one of those ships—and, they 
are running still, and the passenger list 
always is filled. If ever I have to turn 
bootlegger or serve liquor on my ships, 
I’ll give up or go broke—I won’t do it. 
And, what kind of a man would I be if 
I carried liquor on my ships and at the 
same time said to my officers and men, 
“Any one of you who takes a drink of 
liquor will be fired instantly?’ No, sir; 
my ships never have carried liquor and 
never will. 


*“T was banished from my home—from 
Scotland, my native land, at the age of 
13, by liquor. Our family had a sad ex- 
perience with liquor and at 13 I left home, 
and I vowed then and there that never 
would I touch a drop of liquor, and I 
never have. In my long life in the lumber 
business and the shipping business, I have 
seen hundreds of young men—fine young 
fellows, with every prospect for fine, use- 
ful lives—absolutely destroyed by liquor. 
Young fellows who started with me, but 
took to liquor, went into the gutter. All 
my life, from boyhood, IT have seen closely 
the wretchedness that liquor causes. 


“Prohibition has been a Godsend to this 
country, and above all to the poorer peo- 
ple. And, most of all, it has been of in- 
describable value to the women and chil- 
dren of the country. It is the women and 
children who suffer most, in the end, from 
the evil effects of liquor on the men, and 
Prohibition has spared the women and chil- 
dren an indescribable amount of suffering. 
Under Prohibition, money which went to 
the saloon and the liquor seller goes to the 
stores for clothing for the women and 
children; it goes into the savings banks 
by hundreds of millions of dollars each 
year; it is invested in automobiles and 
other recreations. Prohibition is a God- 
send to this country.’’ 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene S. De Chant 


Yes, you’ve guessed it! Those mysteri- 
ous boxes of Mrs. Emrich’s, on that long 
table at that New York meeting, were 
Treasure Chests, to be sent as America’s 
third Friendship Project, by June 15, to 
Filipino boys and girls, aged 6 to 15. 
American children (remember?) sent 13,000 
Friendship Dolls to Japan, and 30,000 
Friendship School-bags to Mexico, and so 
the Committee on World Friendship 


Among Children is sure that more than 
50,000 Treasure Chests will find their way 
into holds of steamers bound for the Phil- 
Let’s take a peep at the 
It’s made of metal to keep 


ippine Islands. 
chest itself. 
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and a Picture Map. And we’ll whisper in 
father and Uncle George’s ear that if they 
order the books from the Committee on 
World Friendship Among Children, 289 
4th Ave., New York City, they can buy 
them much cheaper. And Oh! Yes! If 
we tell them that “Dolls of Friendship,” 
about which we talked last week, has 
Japanese shadow-paper end leaves and a 
jacket of wistaria-colored English paper, 
and costs but $1.50, ’m sure they’ll add 
that to our World Friendship shelf of 
new books! 


FAMILY JARS 
“Are the fish biting?” 
“T don’t know,” replied the weary an- 
gler. “If they are they’re biting each 
other.”—Slices. 


The Front of the Friendship Chest 


out white ants; and the handles and lock 
and key are of brass. Let’s measure it. 
Yes, it’s 104% by 6% by 5 inches, and its 
colors—why, there are eleven of them! 
Pictures, too, of Washington, and of Rizal, 
the great Filipino patriot; of Columbus and 
Magellan; of the watchful sea-serpent and 
whale; and of Old Boreas and Father Nep- 
tune! What real treasures the chests 
themselves will be! (And they cost but 
two dollars.) And what’s to go inside? 
Not candy; not anything easily broken; 
nothing made of celluloid, but a list of 
surprises from which to choose, that is so 
long we’ll have to save it for next week. 
In the meantime, let’s ask father and rich 
Uncle George to buy us books so that we 
can read about the boys and girls to 
whom we shall send the Treasure Chests— 
books like: “Barbara’s Philippine Jour- 
ney”; “Filipino Playmates”; “The Filipino 
Twins”; “Francisco, the Filipino”; “Jewels 
the Giant Dropped”; “A Little Journey to 
Hawaii and the Philippines”; “Paz and 
Pablo’; “Seven Thousand Hmeralds”; 
“Stories of Long Ago in the Philippines.” 
We'd like a Philippine Picture Sheet too, 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWER TO—DOUBLE-TIED WORD 
CUBE, No. 4 


HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE IN RHYME, 
No. 10 


My first is in snow but not in rain, 

My second’s in ills but not in pain, 

My third is in dark but not in sun, 

My fourth is in walk but not in run. 

My fifth is in like but not in hate, 

My sixth is in nine but not in eight. 

My seventh’s in strong but not in weak, 

My eighth is in search but not in seek. 

My ninth is in brown but not in black, 

My tenth is in nail but not in tack, 

My last is in face but not in back. 

My whole isa jolly, old fellow of nursery 
days. —A. M. 8. 


The Side of the Friendship Chest 
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Professor—‘Can you give me an example 
of wasted energy?” 

Student—“Yes, sir; tell a 
story to a bald-headed man.” 


hair-raising 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. John C. Gekeler 
HELP FOR THE WEEK FEB. 3-9 


Practical Thought: “Every tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire.” 

Memory Hymn: “Brightest and Best of 
the Sons.” 


Monday—tThe Proof of. Discipleship. 
Matt. 7:15-23. 

“Ts your father at home?” a gentleman 
asked a child on a village physician’s door- 
step. “No, sir,’ the lad replied; “he’s 
away.” “Where do you think I could find 
him?” “Well, you’ve got to look for him 
some place where people are sick, or hurt, 
or something like that. I do not know 
where he is, but he’s helping somewhere.” 
No more eloquent testimony could have 
been given to the father’s profession or 
character. It is not mere words, but deeds 
which proclaim what we are. Deeds and 
words, profession and conduct must match 
each other. The proof of discipleship is 
fruitage. 

Prayer: Put Thy life within us, O holy 
Jesus; then fruits of love will follow. May 
no cherished sin prevent our yielding such 
proof that we are Thine. Amen. 


Tuesday—Sure Foundations. 
Matt. 7:24-29. 


Paul voicing deep conviction which was 
the result of experience wrote, “Other 
foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ.” A sailor in a 
shipwreck was once thrown upon a small 
rock, and clung to it in great danger until 
the tide went down. “Say, John,” asked 
a friend after he was rescued, “didn’t you 
shake with fear when you were hanging 
on that rock?” “Yes, but the rock didn’t,” 
was the significant answer. 


Prayer: 
“My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.” 


Chorus 
“On Christ, the Solid Rock I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand.” 


Wednesday—Wise Stewardship. 
Luke 12:41-48. 


The wise steward is not taken unawares; 
he is ready for any eventuality. The very 
fact that the riches which he handles are 
not his own tends to make him the more 
careful in his stewardship. He will want 
to make the best possible showing for his 
Lord. He lives and acts as though his 
Lord were actually present. His acts are 
done for Him. Im a sense, then, the 
steward’s acts are his Lord’s. Surely, if 
that can be true in even the slightest sense 
the steward will want to perform them 
in the very best way. Of a great painter 
it has been said that whenever a bit of 
work was completed, he bowed in prayer 
and asked forgiveness for not having done 
it better. Sobering thought—my Lord acts 
through me! 

Prayer: That Thou, O God, hast com- 
mitted a stewardship unto me fills my heart 
with awe. Except as grace is best owed 
from Thee I cannot fulfill the high office. 
Help me in every way to fill full my 
stewardship that Thy name may be prais- 
ed. Amen. 


Thursday—The Fruit of the Spirit. 
Gal. 5:16-26. 


It will be discovered that the fruits of 
the Spirit do not grow separately, but are 
closely associated. The loving are the 
joyful; peaceable are the longsuffering and 
gentle; the good are they of faith; the 
meek are they who practice self- control, 
The cultivation of any single virtue helps 
to produce the others. Nor are they forced 
from without, but they come naturally as 
the expression of the inner life which is 
hidden in Christ. Michael Angelo wrote 
to his father, “It is enough to have bread 
and to live in the faith of Christ, even 
as I do here, for I live humbly, neither do 
I care for the life nor honors of tlie 
world.” 

Prayer: Breathe upon us anew, Dear 
Saviour, the Spirit of Holiness. Then shall 
we bring forth the fruits befitting the life 
united with Thee. In love forgive our 
failures. Amen, 


OBEDIENCE 


The wind, through the naked tree- 
tops, 
The wind blowing in from the sea, 
How clean, how pure, how refresh- 
ing— 
So may our thoughts always be! 


The rain with its blessed coolness, 

The rain on a hot summer day, 

Washing, reviving, and fresh’ning, 
Wash cobwebs of doubt away. 


The snow sifting down through the 
twilight, 
The snow driving fast through the 
night, 
Spreading a blanket of diamonds— 
Would that our souls were as 


white! 

The sun routing night’s darkest 
forces, 

The sun with its warmth - giving 
powers, 


Could we thus put to flight the sins 
That battle with these lives of 
ours. 


The wind, the rain, the snow, the 
sun— 
Each one obeys the laws Divine; 
Oh Father, may these wills of ours 
Submissive be to plans of Thine. 


—Grace H. Poffenberger. 


Friday—Mutual Helpfulness. 
Rom. 14:13-23. 


The great animating motive of the Chris- 
tian is love. Love for Christ holds us even 
when faith grows dim. Love binds be- 
lievers into close fellowship, and prompts 
them to render service one to the other. 
“What incident in your life has made the 


most lasting impression upon your mind?’ 


an eminent man was asked. Simply he 
replied, ‘The only thing worth remem- 
bering was the giving a _ breakfast 
to a poor working girl who had lost 
her purse. I can never forget the 
look of sweet humility with which 
she said, ‘I cannot pay, I can only 
thank you, and pray for you.’ Her voice 
was like that of a little child saying its 
evening prayers, and I felt that it was she 
who was giving, and I was receiving.” 
The Master said, “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” Since we are mem- 
bers together of Him we are members one 
of another, and in helping one of His we 
are helping Him. 

Prayer: In love for Thee, dear Christ, 
we would withhold no single thing, but 


' Jesus. 
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count ourselves rich in the very act of 
giving. Help us to clearly see that in 
serving those who love Thee we are truly 
serving Thee. Deepen our love for all 
Thy children, In Thy dear Name we pray. 
Amen, 


Saturday—Marks of Discipleship. 
I John 3:1-12. 


The disciple is to be like his Lord. That. 
which men found in Him they are to see 
in the disciple. Sin is utterly foreign to 
Fearlessly He could challenge men, 
“Which of you convinceth me of sin?” 
Like begets like. “Are you a Christian?” 
one traveler asked of another. The an- 
swer was: “A sort of one.” “What do 
you mean by that?” said the first speaker. 
“One must either be a Christian or not 
one.” “Well,” said the second, “I trust. 
I am a Christian, but I am a very un- 
faithful one; indeed, I fear I am a very 
unfaithful one; that is what I mean by a 
sort of a Christian—a bad sort.” 

Prayer: Dear Saviour, in shame and sor- 
row we bow our faces before Thee for we 
have all been unfaithful to Thee. Only 
Thy love for us can warm our hearts and 
quicken our love for Thee. We would live 
a life worthy of Thy Name; grant us 
Thine aid. Amen. 


Sunday—The Pursuit of Wisdom. 
Prov. 2:1-8. 


The Sunday School lesson today is a 
Temperance Lesson. In every way, and 
from every angle, it is pressed upon us 


that it is the part of -wisdom to leave 


“He who is deceived 
thereby is not wise.” General Pershing 
said concerning this matter: “Banish the 
entire liquor industry from the United 
States; close every saloon, every brewery; 
suppress drinking by severe punishment to 
the drinker, and if necessary, death to the 
seller, or maker, or both, as traitors, and 
the nation will suddenly find itself amazed 
at its efficiency, and startled at the in- 
crease in its labor supply. I shall not go 
slow on Prohibition, for I know what is 
the greatest foe to my men, greater even 
than the bullets of the enemy.” That was 
a war-time utterance. It is as apropos 
today. There is no greater enemy of so- 
ciety than strong drink. A man under 
indictment of a double murder, clasped 
the hand of the son of one of his victims 
after the lad had testified against him: 
“Let this be a warning to you, never touch 
liquor.” 

Prayer: Great God in heaven, make 
strong our determination to fight the good 
fight that seeks the deliverance of the 
world from the demon rum. As Christ 
died in love for sinners, may that same 
love inspire us in this bitter struggle. 
Amen, 


strong drink alone. 


Mr. Jones—“I hear that you and your 
wife are taking up French.” 

Mr. Smith—“Yes, we adopted a French 
baby, and we want to understand it when 
it begins to talk.” 


Pedestrian—‘Hey! Why don’t you blow 
your horn?” 
Motorist—“Who do you think I am— 
Little Boy Blue?” 
—Baltimore Southern Methodiei| 


ANOTHER SCOTCH STORY 


“How did the expression, ‘Killing two 
birds with one stone,’ originate?” 
“Tt seems a Scotchman went hunting!” 


—Judge. 


Judge—“Why did you steal that needle 
and thread?” % 
Prisoner—‘Well, you see, yer Hono a 


wuz goin’ to mend my ways.” 
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HOME EDUCATION 


‘*The Child’s First School is the Family’’ 
—Froebel 


THE LACE BOX 
By Candace F. Stevenson 


Sylvia came running to her mother with ° 


a piece of lace. ‘‘May I have this to dress 
up with? I want to be a queen.’’ 

““Merey no! Where did you find my 
Venetian lace bertha?’’ 

‘*Tt was in a box on the closet shelf, 
and you don’t wear it any miore!’?’ A 
quiver was appearing in Sylvia’s chin, 

Mrs. Burnet was. just putting on her 
hat, but she took it off, and going to the 
closet, carried the lace box to the bed. A 
pang of memory shot through her. She 
could remember her own mother gently un- 
wrapping the blue tissue paper covers, 
taking out a christening robe and saying: 
‘‘Three Sylvias have been christened in 
this dress. See the lovely little puffs, and 
the lace it is trimmed with is real Val- 
enciennes.’’ Now a fourth Sylvia had been 
christened in that same dress—her own 
little Sylvia who was looking at her with 
tears of disappointment. The laces in the 
box were scrambled by hurried little fin- 
gers, and on one wrapper was a black 
smudge. 

‘‘That’s my fault,’? thought Mrs, Bur- 
net, ‘‘for not having taught her about 
these beautiful things.’’ 

She unfolded the point lace wedding veil 
that lay inside and began to tell all she 
knew about the way it was made: how the 
peasants gathered great bundles of flax and 
soaked them in water until the thick 
jacket of the stem rotted away leaving 
the tiny tangle of white fibers beneath: 
how it was combed and then spun into 
threads, and how the patient women sit- 
ting on their doorsteps in the sun worked 
away day after day, and sometimes year 
after year, on the same pattern, putting 
in the flowers and tendrils and dainty trac- 
eries; how certain families had been so 
noted for their lace-making that they had 
come to make lace only for the kings and 
queen and royal princesses. 

‘‘Do the Indians make lace, Mother?’’ 
Sylvia asked. 

‘‘Not if you mean the American Indi- 
ans,’’ her mother answered. ‘‘Some of 
the tribes make embroidery, but they have 
never made lace, at least, not until taught 
by white people. Some civilized nations 
have never made any of importance, either, 
but you and I would need to travel a good 
many miles if we visited every country 
where the lace in this box was made. Here 
is a mantle made by Spaniards in South 
America, and here is a bit of Brussels lace 
made in Belgium. This Venetian is made 
of a tiny braid. Doesn’t the pattern make 
you think of the waves and bubbles in the 
water in the wake of a gondola? It is 
very different from the leaves and flowers 
of this Duchess or this Irish crochet.’’ 

‘‘Let’s play a game,’’ said Sylvia. ‘‘See 
if I can name each piece and tell its coun- 
try as you put it back.’’ 

‘¢You may handle them yourself,’’ said 
her mother, “only — —” 

‘¢Only I must get my hands very clean 
first,’?? and Sylvia skipped off happily, 
coming back after a few minutes with a 
pair of pink, perfectly scrubbed hands, 
As she helped fold the laces and put them 
back in their tissue paper covers, she said, 
‘Mother I’m glad you didn’t let me dress 


up. If you had I should only have been 
thinking about me and not that the lace 
was lovely at all.’’ 


‘‘There can be no, doubt that habits 
formed during the kindergarten years are 
the foundation of the future edifice of 
intellectual and moral life. For that rea- 
son we must do all in our power to incul- 
cate during the formative years excellent 
habits of body, mind and character. It is 
especially important that regular habits of 
industry and application be instilled which, 
in maturity, will ripen into self discipline 
and control.’?— Frederick B. Robinson, 
President, College of the City of New 
York. 

If you are interested in getting a kinder- 
garten opened in your public school, write 
to the National Kindergarten Association, 
8 West Fortieth Street, New York, for 
information and. literature. 


Once you could foretell a change in the 
weather by the rheumatic pains in your 
joints, and now you ean tell by the agony 
in your radio.—Life. 


A POINTED COMPLIMENT 
“Has anyone commented on the way you 
drive?” 
“Yes, one fellow made a brief remark, 
‘Twenty dollars and cost’.” 
—Union Pacific Magazine. 


JONES’ BABY 
(From a Boy’s Standpoint) 


The Jones’ have a baby boy, 

And to hear them talk about their 
joy, a ; 

You’d think he’s 
dollars— 

And he just screams and kicks and 
hollers. 


worth a million 


Mister Jones wants to trade him for 
old Prince; 

I wonder if he thinks I’ve got no 
sense? 

I guess not, and I don’t mean maybe. 

Trade my nice dog for their old 
baby! 


My dog’s worth a whole lots more’n 
him, 

And they call him that old name of 
Jim. 

Why he just even couldn’t play ball, 

He doesn’t do anything but sleep and 
squall. 


O, he’s the funniest looking thing! 

But they think he’s great as any 
King. 

Why, he’s as red as an old red beet, 

And they say, O my, isn’t he sweet?” 

And “wouldn’t I like him for a 

brother?” 

But I told them they needn’t bother, 

When I got one he’d be ’most big 
as me, 

Why they want one so little, I can’t 
see. 


Why, he acts just like he isn’t right— 

He sleeps all day and cries all night, 

I guess we don’t want to have all 
that fuss, 

Old Doc dasen’t bring such a baby 


to us. —A, I. M. 
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Because of Crutches 


By Katharine Harrington 


A small mill pond lay in an open field. 
Once that field had been a beautiful wood- 
land, but now there was not a tree in 
sight. An old cellar-hole was at one side, 
where some years before there had been 
a sawmill. Now, only the pond remained. 

It was a chilly day and ice had formed 
on the pond. It was so thick at one end 
that investigating boys were sure it was 
right for skating. When they came back 
with their skates they brought with them 
a boy on crutches, Jack Douglas. They 
liked to have him with them, for he was 
the merriest boy in all their group. It 
seemed as if his tongue tried to make up 
for the weakness of his thin legs, 

Often, when it was cold they would 
bundle him up in their extra sweaters and 
coats while they kept themselves warm 
skating, so he could sit by the edge of the 
pond while they played on the ice. This 
morning they piled their wraps on him 
with many a jest, and ran off to skate 
saying: “Now Fido, keep watch of our 
coats while we skate!” Fido was their 
pet name for him, 

So “Fido” Jack sat on the bank and 
snuggled gratefully down among the coats 
and sweaters. Of course deep down in 
his heart, he was longing to skate just as 
much as they—but there was no use re- 
membering such things, he had learned. 
It just tore your insides to pieces think- 
ing about things you couldn’t ever do! 
But he could make them laugh, and their 
laughter rang out clear and shrill as he 
tossed them merry jokes from the bank, 

Once a boy nearly fell in and was 
dragged back to safety just in time by 
Dick Tolman, a tall, kindly boy who al- 
ways remembered to look after the smaller 
children wherever he was. As Jack 
watched Dick, he wished with all his heart 
that he could have been in Dick’s place 
and saved that boy. But that thought 
only brought all the others that he mustn’t 
remember, 

All at once there was a crack like a 
pistol shot, and with a splash Dick him- 
self went under and was now struggling 
to the surface. There was neither stick 
nor rope in sight. But as the boys looked 
frantically about them, Jack was tying 
three sweaters together and hitching them 
to both his crutches. 

“Take these, Ned,’ he cried to the near- 
est boy. “Hold on one crutch and slide 
the other out to Dick. Quick!” 

Ned grabbed tliem and did as told. 

“Lie down, Ned. Tom, take hold of his 
legs so he won’t get in, too.” 

Dick’s head appeared for the second 
time and he grasped one crutch. The ice 
creaked, 

“Get off the ice, all you other boys!” 
called Jack. “Give him a chance!” 

Again the ice creaked, but it held, and 
little by little Dick was drawn to safety. 
One crutch snapped just as Dick reached 
firm ice, but Jack had no more need for 
erutches that day, for he was carried in 
triumph on the shoulders of his comrades 
right to his own door. And after that, 
those boys loved “Fido” more than ever, 
and always took him along “for safety,’ 
they told him. ; 

“And to think,” said Jack to his mother, 
afterwards, “if I’d had legs like the rest, 
Dick would have been drowned!” 


(All rights reserved.) 
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A CHRISTIAN’S DUTY AS A CITIZEN 


The following is quoted in the “Christian 
Herald” from an article by Augustus T. 
Murray, minister of the Friends’ Church 


in Washington, D. C., where President 
Hoover attends: 

“Bvyery loyal citizen is called upon to 
take his stand,” Dr. Murray continued. 
“Shall it be for or against law observance? 


‘They that forsake the law praise the wick- 
ed: but such as keep the law contend with 
them,’ said a wise man of old; and his 
words are as true today as when they were 
first uttered. Our President has in ringing 
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words called upon us to combat the forces 
of lawlessness. Let us give him loyal and 


whole-hearted support. If we do, right 
shall triumph over wrong, and our fair 
land shall emerge from the clouds of the 


present struggle fairer even than of old, 
and even more worthy of the love and 
devotion of her children. 

“The people of the United States have 
exercised their sovereign rights, and have 
by due course of law declared it to be their 
will that the manufacture of intoxicating 
liquors shall be unlawful. It is hard to 
see how any one can defy the Constitution 


of his country and still continue to call 


himself a good citizen; and it is hard to 
imagine that a country can endure in which 
observance of law is optional with the 
individual, or in which a man may elect 
what laws he will observe and what ones 
he will defy. What feeling can we then 
have except one of the condemnation for 
those who, while sworn to uphold the Con- 
stitution, actually aid and abet those who 
defy it? What feeling except contempt 
for those who in order to secure the means 
of selfish gratification openly flout its pro- 
visions? 

“Tt is of course said continually that 
Prohibition is a failure, and has been pro- 
ductive of more harm than good; that the 
laws, being unenforced and uneforceable, 
breed contempt for all law and foster 
erime. But are we to close our eyes to 
the fact that the open saloon has been 
banished from our midst, and that the re- 
sulting betterment in the condition of the 
women and children of the laboring class 
has been past all measuring? 

“The charge that the prohibitory law is 
causing an increase of criminality and 
breeding a spirit of contempt for all law 
is a false charge. The law is doing noth- 
ing of the sort; it is the refusal to obey 
the law that is making criminals and this 
brings us to the crux of the whole matter. 
The nominally decent citizen, who enters 
into an alliance with the criminal elements 
in society, is the one who is primarily re- 
sponsible for the present situation. It is 
he who makes the business of the boot- 
legger profitable, and it is he who is thus 
indirectly the cause of much of the vio- 
lence and crime attendant upon this busi- 
ness. Let supposedly decent citizens with- 
draw their support, and the bootlegger will, 
perforce, go out of business.” 


LITTLE STONE CHURCH OF 
WHITPAIN 


By Mrs. Findley Braden 


Dimly buried among the shadows 
Cast by giant forest trees; 

Plainly built for humble worship; 
With no thought of show, or ease, 

We can see it now, in fancy, 
Never photographed we know, 

Little new stone Church of Whitpain, 
In the days of long ago. 


Heavy walls with mud for mortar, 
Fashioned with such curious care; 
Long, steep roof, and door with thumb- 

latch, 
Pulpit had a winding stair, — 
Underneath it, was an armchair, 
Where good Pastor Boehm oft sat, 
In the little Church of Whitpain, 
Musing upon this or that. 


Daily had he helped the builders, 
His were able, willing hands; 
Faithfully and well he labored, 
Both in this and other lands. : 
He had prayed that God’s rich blessing 
Might descend and linger long 
On the little Church of Whitpain, 
And its worthy, toiling throng. 


Pennsylvania was his parish, 
Other charges claimed their share 
Of his service, ever ready, 
Since things worldly held no snare. 
Up and down the hills and valleys, 
He had journeyed many a year, 
Ere the little Church of Whitpain 
Was his mainstay, pride and cheer. 


Welcome he at ev’ry hearthstone, 
Miles apart, but each a link 

In the chain of population, 
Where awaited food and drink; 

E’en the Indians prized his. coming, 
Watched him on his wary way, 
Knew the little Church of Whitpain, 

Oft had heard him preach, and pray. 


Sparsely settled, too, the township, 
Yet the settlers gladly came 
Through the woods each Sabbath morning, 
There to worship and acclaim. 
What an old-time moving-picture, 
As they slowly gathered there, 
In the rough stone Church of Whipain, 
Godly women, rev’rent men. 


How they listened to the sermons, 
Sounding-board to emphasize, 

All delivered, then, in German, 
Ever worshipful and wise. 

When their pastor’s life was ended, 
Tenderly they laid him there, 

’Neath the little Church of Whitpain, 
Kept his mem’ry green, with care. 


History has told us little 
’Bout the wife of Pastor Boehm, 

But we know she was a Sharer, 
Ever held in high esteem. 

And perhaps her faithful fingers, 
Busy, morning, noon and night, 

Kept the plain stone Church of Whitpain 
Wond’rous clean, and ever bright. 


Standing through the Revolution, 
With the tide of battle near, 

Thither did they take the wounded, 
There to rest, without a fear. 

Brave young Continental soldiers, 
Some among them quickly died 

In the lone stone Church of Whitpain, 
And were buried, side by side. 


Next, was built a needed schoolhouse, 
Children, Pennsylvania born, 
Roamed the woods for fruits and chest- 
nuts, 
Milked the cows, and hoed the corn, 
Crowded round the first schoolmaster, 
Sturdy boys and girls half-grown, 
And the little Church of Whitpain 
Did no longer stand alone. 


Long, long gone, Church, School and 
“people, 
Our ancestors, tried and true; 
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Children’s children followed after, 
Did the work they’d longed to do. 

Gave of both their time and money, 
Answered ev’ry Churchly call, 

Built a larger Church in Whitpain, 
On the site so dear to all. 


Many, Father Boehm’s successors, 
Each and all have done their best, 

Thankful for the good accomplished, 
Leaving in God’s hands the rest. 

And this blessing surely lingers, 

‘In a tender, loving way, 

On the fertile field of Whitpain, 
Hallowed Boehm’s Church of today. 


Doylestown, Pa. 
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The opening session of the Conference 
on the Cause and Cure of War was held 
Jan. 14 at Washington. It was attended 
by delegates representing eleven national 
women’s organizations and four foreign 
countries. The chief speaker at the con- 
ference was General Smuts, former South 
African Premier, 

Figures made public Jan. 14 by the Na- 
tional Safety Council showed 31,500 per- 
sons were killed in automobile accidents 
in 31 states during 1929. The total was 
13 per cent more than in 1928, while motor 
vehicle registration increased only 8 per 
cent. California fatalities increased 20 
per cent and New York and Ohio 17 per 
cent. More than half the victims were 
pedestrians. : 

Prohibition was 10 years old Jan. 16. 
The anniversary was observed in various 
parts of the country in different ways by 
“Drys” and “Wets.” 

Two earth shocks shook southern Cali- 
fornia Jan. 15. In Los Angeles the tremor 
swayed office buildings. In Pasedena mir- 
rors and wall pictures quivered. Follow- 
ing the shocks came reports of landslides 
in the Tujunga section. Little damage was 
done. 

Premier Andre Tardieu, of France, won 


his first striking victory in international 
politics Jan: 15 when The Hague repara- 
tions conferences, the Germans concurring, 
decided that in case any German Govern- 
ment tried to wreck the Young plan the 
creditor countries, collectively or indiyid- 
ually, would regain their full liberty of 
action. The World Court is to be the 
judge. 

Premier MacDonald definitely announe- 
ed Jan. 15 that it was the desire of the 
British Government that battleships should 
eventually be eliminated from all fleets in 
the world, and that in the meantime there 
should be an agreement to postpone their 


replacement, This was said to the foreign 
newspaper correspondents stationed in 
London. 


The nomination of John Motley More- 
head, of New York, to be Minister to 
Sweden has been sent to the Senate by 
President Hoover. 

Former President Coolidge has accepted 
an invitation to write historical data to 
be engraved beside the colossal figures of 
Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln and Roose- 
velt upon the granite face. of the Black 
Hills Mountain, 8. D. The history will be 
Mr. Coolidge’s contribution to the me- 
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morial which he dedicated during his sum- 
mer vacation in the Black Hills in 1927. 
Gutzon Borglum, sculptor of the project, 
hopes to have the Washington and Jeffer- 
son figures ready for a formal unveiling 
next July 4. 

The Senate, by a vote of 48 to 38, adopt- 
ed Jan. 16 the Harrison amendment pro- 
viding for the continuance of the exist- 
ing tariff rates of 1.76 cents a pound on 
Cuban sugar and 2.20 cents a pound on 
sugar coming from other foreign countries. 

The protocol which has been signed on 
behalf of the United States for its adher- 
ence to the World Court, fully protects the 
interests of this country, according to an 
address by Charles Evans Hughes, a judge 
of the permanent tribunal, who analyzed 
the court and its methods Jan. 16 at a 
meeting of the Association of the Bar of 
the City of New York. 

The Soviet Arctic Commission has re- 
ported that Carl Ben Hielson and Earl 
Borland, the American fliers missing since 
Nov. 9, had been located at the mouth of 
the Amguem River, 160 miles east of North 
Cape along the Siberian coast. 

General Sir Josceline Heneage Wode- 
house, former Governor of Bermuda and 
former army commander in South Africa 
and India, died Jan. 16 at his home in 
Farnham, Surrey, England, at the age 
Og as 

Dr. Hans Froelicher, acting president of 
Goucher College since the death of Dr. 
William W. Guth in April, died suddenly 
Jan, 17 at the college. 

The fund for the establishment of a 
Chair in American History at the Uni- 
versity of London has been completed; 
$230,000 has been raised in America for it. 

Routing the “wet” forces in a turbulent 
session on the Prohibition question, the 
House “drys” Jan. 18 forced the adoption 
in the Treasury-Post Office appropriation 
bill of an allotment of $15,000,000 for the 
Prohibition unit. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars have ob- 
tained 5,000,000 signatures to a petition 
urging that “The Star Spangled Banner” 
be officially recognized as the national an- 
them of the United States. The petition 
will be presented to Congress in February 
in support of a bill now pending in the 
House. 

A Rosenbloom Memorial is to be erected 
on Mount Scopus in Jerusalem at a cost 
of $500,000. It will house many of the 
Hebrew University’s activities and provide 
an assembly hall with a seating capacity 
of 1,200. This building is given to the 
University by Mrs. Sol. Rosenbloom in 
memory of her husband. 

Fourteen passengers and 2 pilots lost 
their lives Jan. 19 when a plane of the 
Transcontinental Air Transport - Maddux 
Lines crashed to earth and burned on the 
shore between Los Angeles and San Diego. 

The expenditure of almost $7,000,000,000, 
a record figure, on construction and main- 
tenance of public works and public utili- 
ties seems assured during 1930, Secretary 
of Commerce Lamont has stated, basing 
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Warnings and Promises 
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Matthew 7:12, 15-27 
Golden Text: Every tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and 
east into the fire. Matthew 7:19. 


Lesson Outline: 1. Two Ways. 2. Two 
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his estimate on statistics compiled by the 
new Construction Division of his depart- 
ment. 

The first Statewide campaign ever con- 
ducted in the United States to teach illiter- 
ates to write their names opened in South 
Carolina under the auspices of the Presi- 
dent’s National Advisory Committee on 
Illiteracy. 

Only one passenger in 280,000,000 was 
injured mortally on electric railways in 
the United States last year, according to 
the American Electric Railway Associa- 
tion, 

The election of distinguished Americans 
to the Hall of Fame on the campus of New 
York University, held once every five years 
beginning in 1900, will take place for the 
seventh time this year, it has been an- 
nounced by the director. 

Alarmed by the destruction of wild life 
and forests, the American Legion is pro- 
moting the conservation of natural re- 
sources as part of its Americansim pro- 
gram. Five of the national conventions of 
the Legion have taken action endorsing 
this program, 

The death rate rose and the births fell 
in 1928, according to a report recently 
submitted to Congress by Surgeon General 
Hugh §. Cummings, of the Public Health 
Service. The influenza epidemic was the 
cause for most of the increase in mortality. 

Without ceremonial pomp but with great 
dignity, King George opened the five- 
power naval arms conference Jan, 21 in 
the Royal Gallery of the House of Lords. 
Over land and sea were flashed his words 
of welcome. More than 30 internationally 
known figures, representing Great Britain, 
and her Dominions, France, Japan, Italy 
and the United States are delegates to the 
conference. 

Ambassador Schurman’s last act of office 
before his sailing for America Jan, 20, 
was to hand over personally to the presi- 
dent of the German Red Cross a check for 
$5,000 from the American Red Cross to 
assist in relief work among Russian 
refugees of German extraction awaiting 
transportation to Brazil. 

John Kenneth Caldwell, the United 
States observer, is playing an active role 
at the 13th session of the League’s Ad- 
visory Committee on Opium and other dan- 
gerous drugs. The session opened at 
Geneva Jan. 20. 

The final act of protocol which substi- 
tutes in the settlement of World War 
obligations the commercial method of the 
Young plan for the old form of political 
stipulations was signed at The Hague Jan. 
20 by all the 18 nations. The closing 
words of the British Chancellor of the 
Exchequer were: “that nations gathered 
around the conference table by their sig- 
nature are no longer enemies and allies, 
but from now forward must be friends.” 

Ralph H. Booth, of Detroit, publisher 
and editor, has been nominated by Presi- 
dent Hoover to be Minister to Denmark. 
H. Percival Lodge, the present minister, 
has resigned. 
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Prospects. 3. Two Disciples. 4. Two 
Builders. 

This is our final lesson on the Sermon 
on the Mount (Matthew 7:1-29). Our 
printed lesson begins with the Golden Rule. 
Then it presents for our study four par- 
abolic pictures sketched by the Master to 
illustrate the way of life, contrasting it 
with the way that leads to destruction. 

The Golden Rule is a summary of the 
moral precepts of the Sermon on the 
Mount, and must be interpreted in that 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 29 


light. Jesus did not originate that noble 
rule of conduct pagan and Jewish teach- 
ers had proclaimed. But the Master filled 
it with a new content. The golden age of 
righteousness and peace and joy will come 
when men seek for themselves and for 
their brethren the life He portrayed in His 
matchless discourse. 

Let us consider, then, the final warnings 
and promises with which Jesus concluded 
His sermon on the life of a citizen of 
God’s Kingdom. 

I. Two Ways, vs. 13-14. “The strait- 
ened way” is the way of the Beatitudes 
and the Golden Rule, which the Master 
had portrayed in His sermon. The “broad 
way” is conduct opposed to His teaching, 
in its principles and practices. 

Three things are to be noted concerning 
these two contrasting ways of living that 
confront every pilgrim with a momentous 
choice: the beginning, the course, and the 
end, 


Each road has a definite starting point. 
There is a narrow gate through which a 
man enters upon the ideal way of life. It 
is the gate of repentance. And through 
it the pilgrim enters upon the straitened 
way of sanctification, which leads unto the 
goal of eternal life. Totally unlike this 
ideal way is the other road. Its gate is 
wide; its path, broad; but it leads unto 
destruction. Clearly, by means of these 
figures of speech Jesus desired to impress 
upon His hearers both the difficulty and 
the glory of the Christian life. And our 
spiritual health and strength, no less than 
theirs, demands constant and equal em- 
phasis on both these aspects of the ideal 
life. We need to remember its difficulties, 
lest we grow languid and flabby; and we 
need also to recally its glories, lest we 
grow faint. 


The ideal life sketched by Jesus has a 
definite beginning. We do not chance upon 
it accidentally, nor drift into it involun- 
tarily. The initial step is repentance and 
faith. It is like the narrow gate in the 
wall of a fortified city, hard to find and 
difficult to pass through. Though wide 
enough for the greatest sinner, it is yet 
too narrow for the smallest hypocrite. 
Only the humble and earnest seeker finds 
it. 

And when he has found the gate and 
passed through it, the difficulties do not 
vanish, The ideal life is not a flowery 
path of ease. Jesus called it a straitened 
way. Like all the paths leading to heights 
of achievement, it requires courage, self- 
denial, perseverance. There is a straitened 
way in the industrial life. Only a few 
find it, while the many tread the broad 
path of ease and indulgence. They become 
the masters of commerce and industry, 
while the crowd loafs and lingers on the 
way of dalliance that leads nowhere. So 
in scholarship, in art, in science, in all 
the high enterprises of man two roads are 
open to him. There is the straitened road, 
leading the earnest seeker through difficul- 
ties to success, and there is the broad way, 
luring the indifferent drifter to failure. 

Precisely the same thing holds true in 
the moral and spiritual life. Character is 
the result of struggle and conflict. Paul, 
whose gigantic moral and spiritual stature 
towers so far above ours, compares his 
Christian life to a battle and to a race 
(2 Timothy 4:6-7). His walk on the 
straitened way had been a constant strug- 
gle against sin, and an eager race, “press- 
ing on toward the goal unto the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
This very fact serves to make it attrac- 
tive. Our age is beginning to see the 
folly of war—its futility, stupidity, and 
waste. We hate war, but we still love 
valor. ‘We need to show our youth that 
the ideal life is the moral equivalent of 
war. Its first and greatest battlefield is 
the heart. The foes that must be over- 
come are our base passions and prejudices; 
selfishness in all its ugly forms, It is a 
battle that calls for courage and consecra- 
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Academy 
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own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of. views, apply 
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tion greater than that of the military ex- 
ploits of the past. And the character thus 
formed is imperishable. The straitened 
way leadeth unto life that will survive the 
wreck of time and abide forever in the 
presence of God. 

II. Two Prophets, vs. 15-20. Since the 
way to life is hard to find and difficult to 
keep, we need teachers who know the way. 
Safe guides and guardians who can help 
the pilgrim in his quest. Therefore Jesus 
warned His followers against false teach- 
ers. “Beware of false prophets who come 
to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 
they are ravening wolves.” 

Let us note that Jesus’ warning is di- 
rected against prophets, and not against 
priests. The latter were the guardians of 
rites and ceremonies. They held an impor- 
tant place in the Jewish religion. But 
Jesus committed the extension of His 
Kingdom to prophets, and not to priests. 
To men who know the truth of God, and 
who proclaim it faithfully and fearlessly. 
Their function is of supreme importance 
in the religion founded by Christ. Hence 
His solemn warning against false pro- 
phets. They appear in subtle disguise, but 
we must learn to unmask them, lest they 
lead us astray. 


And Jesus gives us a simple, yet search- 
ing, test. “By their fruits ye shall know 
them.” The test of a true prophet is life. 
Only those who themselves are pilgrims on 
the straitened way can safely guide and 
guard those seeking it. Goodness, sound- 
ness of Christian character is by no means 
the only prerequisite for spiritual leader- 
ship. Jesus does not say that all good 
men are true prophets. Other qualities 
and attainments are required to fit a good 
man for spiritual leadership. But, with- 
out sincere goodness, the finest mental en- 
dowment and the ripest literary culture 
are wholly inadequate. In a deep sense all 
Christians are called to be prophets. Not 
only the teachers and preachers of the 
Church, but all its members are prophetic 
guides, who, by their godly walk, should 
lead others unto God. 

III. Two Disciples, vs. 21-23. It is im- 
portant, then, to test prophets and follow 
trustworthy guides. But it is even more 
important for each Christian to test his 
own discipleship and make sure of its 
genuineness. There is less danger of be- 
ing led astray by false prophets than of 
straying into a discipleship that is spuri- 
ous. Hence Jesus gave His disciples a test 
whereby they may know whether they are 
really His followers on the straitened way 
that leads unto life. It is as simple and 
searching as His test of a prophet. “He 
that doeth the will of my Father who is 
in heaven shall enter into the Kingdom 
of heaven.” 

This is not an intellectual test. Knowl- 
edge does not determine discipleship. Our 
ready assent to orthodox creeds and our 
indignant protest against heresies are not 
sure tokens of fellowship with Jesus. We 
may call Him, “Lord, Lord,” and yet miss 
eternal life. Again, it is not an institu- 
tional test. A man may live and die in 
the Christian Church, and count himself.a 
member in good standing without being 
a true citizen of the Kingdom of God. 
Mere Churchmanship is no index of real 
discipleship. Nor is the test emotional. 
Raptures and ecstatic religious experiences 
are not essential to genuine faith. They 
form no trustworthy evidence of true dis- 
cipleship. The true disciple of Jesus will 
doubtless have clear and strong beliefs. 
He will be a devoted member of the 
Church of Christ, and his heart will know 
the peace and joy of faith in God. But, 
according to the Master’s clear statement, 
the only test of true discipleship is “do- 
ing the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.” Everything else is secondary. 
It is character that marks or mars a man, 
It is his life that, ultimately, proclaims his 
true citizenship, whether it be on earth or 
in heaven. The Church has no right to 
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amend or supersede this supreme test estab- 
lished by its Founder. Before the last 
tribunal all our certificates of membership 
in the Kingdom, and all our sentences of 
excommunication, will be revised by the 
Master. And some of them, perchance, re- 
versed. ; 

IV. Two Builders, vs. 24-27. Jesus 
closed His sermon with the parable of the 
wise and foolish builders. With graphic 
words He pictured the wise builder, whose 
house stood upon the rock. When floods, 
wind, and rain tested it, it fell not. But 
the foolish builder erected his house upon 
the sand. It fell, when the elements beat 
upon it, and great was the fall thereof. 


We do not require our Lord’s interpre- 
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tation of this vivid picture in order to 
understand its meaning. But He tells us 
that the wise builder is the doer of His 
words; and the foolish builder, the hearer 
only. The hearer and doer of the words 
of Jesus builds a character that will stand 
the test of time and eternity. Temptation 
and affliction cannot harm it. Death can- 
not destroy it. But he who hears the 
words of Jesus without doing them, is 
building a house of ecards that will col- 
lapse when the testing-time comes. Temp- 
tation will corrode his character; affiction 
will weaken it; sin will utterly destroy it. 
‘His folly will appear when, bereft of its 
flimsy shelter and refuge, his soul must 
face the Judge Eternal. 

The sub-title of this lesson on Warnings 
cand Promises is “Temperance Lesson.” It 
is obvious how readily it lends itself to 
that purpose, under each of its main parts. 


‘THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
‘By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


February 9—Ways of Studying the Bible. 
2 Timothy 3:14-17; 2:15. 

There is a very practical and suggestive 
topic. So much in every-day life depends 
upon the influence which the Bible may 
have upon one’s character. Of course, the 
influence of the Bible is made effective 
only when one reads and studies the same, 
But there are different ways in which the 
Bible may be studied. There is a very 
careless and superficial way by which one 
may get a mere smattering of its contents 
and may experience no spiritual uplift from 
the same. There is, however, a way by 
which the Bible may be studied when it 
will unfold its pages and unlock its sec- 
rets and become a dominant factor in one’s 
thinking and living. 

Perhaps the first step in Bible study is 
to read the Bible itself before one reads 
any books about it. There are some people 
who know a good deal about the Bible who 
know very little of the Bible itself. One 
must, first of all, get a bird’s-eye view of 


the Bible; secure a general idea of its 


contents. This does not mean that one 
must sit down and read the Bible through 
consecutively from cover to cover. It has 
been figured out that if one reads three 
chapters daily and five on Sundays, he can 
read through the Bible in the course of 
one year. Reading the Bible for the mere 
sake of reading through it has, however, 
little significance. The Bible is a library 
of sixty-six books. These books are 
brought together more or less in consecu- 
tive order, but they need not be read in 
that way. One can pick out a book or a 
series of books and read them through. 
Sometimes it is advisable to read an entire 
pook at one sitting. But the first step in 
Bible study is to get a view of the Bible 
as a whole. 

The second step is to study the biogra- 
phies of the Bible. Most of the great 
events narrated in the Bible center around 
personalities.» The Bible is a great story 
pook. Live characters move across its 
pages. Great movements center in indi- 
viduals whose lives are graphically por- 
trayed for us. There is no more interesting 
library of great biographies to be found 
anywhere than in the Bible. Stories of 
Abraham, of Jacob and his family, of 
Moses, of David and Soloman and others 
abound in the Old Testament. And in the 
New Testament we have the biographical 
sketch of Jesus and His Apostles, as well 
as of others who came in contact with 
them. The most interesting study of any 
literature is that of biography, and here 
we have it in the most fascinating form. 

Another way of studying the Bible is to 
get hold of the large tendencies which 
move over its pages. There are a number 
of outstanding factors which are the great 
‘organizing principles of the Bible and run 
through it from Genesis to Revelation. 
One of these is the revelation of God to 
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man. Trace this idea from the beginning 
to the end of the Book. See in what forms 
this revelation appeared. See how it took 
more definite shape and became clearer 
through the course of the centuries until 
it reached its glory in the manifestation 
of Jesus to the world. Another large tend- 
ency is the redemption of the human race. 
This fact of man’s salvation runs through 
the Bible like a scarlet thread through a 
rope. It breaks out everywhere. One 
can thus trace this idea from the begin- 
ning to the end of this sacred Book, 

One can study the histories that are re- 
corded in the Bible. Here we have the 
history of a tribe, and then a nation and 
then other nations who came in contact 
with it. Here we have a description of the 
rise and fall of kingdoms. Here we have 
the history of customs and ceremonies, rit- 
uals and forms of worship. Here we have 
a history of legislation and an account of 
the development of the priesthood and of 
prophecy. In the New Testament we have 
the history of the ministry of Jesus, the 
beginnings and early history of the Chris- 
tian ‘Church, until the whole. process of 
history culminates in the vision of the 
Book of Revelation. 

Then we can study the prophecies. What 
a wealth of knowledge is treasured in the 
prophetical writings of the Old Testament! 
Men like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezechiel, Dan- 
iel and the twelve minor prophets furnish 
a most inviting field for the student of 
prophecy. 

Again one can study the devotional ele- 
ments in the Bible. This would take in the 
Psalms, the prayers in the Old and New 
Testaments. The Psalms alone would fur- 
nish study for many years. One could take 
the prayers of Jesus or of St. Paul and 
study them. One can make a study of the 
miracles of the Bible in the Old Testament 
and in the New Testament. Or one can 
take up the parables and make a study 
of them. 

The Bible can be studied theologically. 
That is to say, we can take the great 
theological truths and study them in the 
light of the scriptures. Such subjects as 
sin, salvation, the doctrine of God and of 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit. You can take 
up certain great words that loom out like 
mountain peaks in the Bible—words like 
faith, love, hope, peace, joy, grace, mercy. 
If you want to go into a closer study of 
the Word you can study even the preposi- 
tions which St. Paul uses in his letters. 
What a wealth of suggestiveness there is 
in those little words! 

One can study the Bible devotionally. 
This means that you can read it and medi- 
tate in it for the enrichment of your own 
spiritual life. When you do this you must 
read the Bible slowly, deliberately, revolve 
every word and every suggested thought in 
your mind; live with the Bible, memorize 
choice parts of it, recite these over and 
over again to yourself; appropriate its 
language in your own prayers; saturate 
your soul with its devotional spirit. 

The Bible can also be studied ethically 
—-that means that one can seek to discover 
its moral and religious precepts. It is a 
great Book on morality. It has rules of 
life and conduct. These need to be prac- 
ticed in one’s own life until they become 
the norm and standard for one’s own indi- 
vidual and social conduct. 

When one has applied practically all of 
these methods then he ought to study the 
Bible as literature. He ought to study the 
Bible critically, study its authoriship, read 
all about the Bible that he can; learn to 
know how we got the Bible. It will be 
discovered that our present Bible has had 
many ancestors from whom it sprang. 
Learn about the translations of the Bible 
into many languages. And if you want to 
go still deeper, you can now go into the 
realm of higher criticism and become a 
real, thorough student of the text of the 
Bible. One will get a great deal of in- 
formation from studying the margins in 
the Bible. ; 
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From all this you will observe that in 
the Bible we have a rich field for study, 
and the remarkable thing about it is that 
the person of meager education can go to 
it and find treasures there, and the man of 
great intellectual ability can find in it a 
mine from which he will bring forth things 
new and old. It is amazing that a Book 
which has such wonderful possibilities 
should be such a neglected Book. This is 
so only because people have never learned 
to know its riches and its wonderful truths, 
The more you study it the more interested 
you will become in it and the more highly 
you will come to prize this sacred volume. 
Nowhere can we find a better description 
of the purpose of the Bible, nor a better 
definition of the results of its study than 
in the pasage of Scripture indicated by our 
topic: “But abide thou in the things which 
thou hast learned and hast been assured 
of, knowing of whom thou hast learned 
them; and that from a babe thou has 
known the sacred writings which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. Every 
scripture inspired of God is also profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction which is in righteousness: 
that the man of God may be complete, 
furnished completely unto every good 
work,” 


Society News 


Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor 


Sunday evening, Nov. 24, the W. M. S., 
the Dorothea Nau Circle, and the Mission 
Band of Grace Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
held their annual Thank Offering service. 
The pageant, “Give Thanks Unto the 
Lord,” was presented by members of the 
Cirele and Mission Band. Due to the loyal 
and generous support of the members of 
these three small organizations and the 
members and friends of Grace Church, the 
total Thank Offering amounted to $300. 


St. Vincent Missionary Society, near 
Spring City, Pa., held an “In Memoriam” 
service for Mrs. Christine Ash, who passed 
away on Dec. 22. She was a charter mem- 
ber of the society, a faithful attendant 
and a most eager participant in the Read- 
ing Course, having to her credit 25 points. 
Mrs. Ash was one of the tithing members 
and, a year ago, became a Life Member 
of the W. M. 8. G. S. Mrs. Frank Sheeder 
was in charge of the memorial service. She 
was assisted by Mrs. Horace Rambo, who 
placed the palm leaves and lily as they 
were brought to the altar by Mrs. John 
Fryer, Mrs. Enos Fryer and Mrs. Grant 
Rapp. At the close of the service these 
were carried to the grave of Mrs. Ash, 
where the Peace Benediction was sung. 


World Day of Prayer, March 7, 1930. 
“In a few weeks women and girls in cities, 
towns and rural communities, circling the 
world, will be wending their way to the 
place of prayer. We shall read the same 
scripture, sing the same hymns and offer 
petitions for our common needs. The Day 
of Prayer has unusual significance this year 
because of the 1900th anniversary of 
Pentecost and of the birth of the Christian 
Church, which is being observed in many 
countries, There is evidence of much spir- 
itual hunger and an earnest desire that 
God shall again visit His people with a 
fresh manifestation of His power. The 
program will center much of our praying 
to this end and also call for a new dedi- 
eation of life to the privilege which is 
every Christian’s—that of simple witness- 
ing each day for Christ, so that the story 
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of the world’s Saviour may speedily reach 
all people. This was one of the outstand- 
ing characteristics of the early Christians 


—wherever they went they talked about 
their wonderful Saviour. A revival of 
spiritual power within the Church universal 
can only come about as individuals are 
willing to have it begin in their own lives, 
With such expectation and willingness on 
the part of women and girls attending the 


meeting, the Day of Prayer may be a very 
real factor in ushering in that new day for 
the Church. It were better that the anni- 
versary of such a meaningful event be not 
observed, if it does not result in renewed 
purpose and power for our tasks. 

“One of the very special privileges which 
the Day of Prayer brings to us each year 
is that of sharing our blessings with 
others through our offering. If we could 
look into the empty lives and homes of 
women and children in the Orient, we 
would realize something of the joy which 
a Christian paper or book in their own 
language brings to them. Our gifts help 
to provide Christian literature for homes 
in China, Japan, India, Turkey and South 
America. They also help to give training 
to hundreds of young women in union 
Christian colleges in the Orient. Little 
do we stop to think when we open our 
eans of vegetables and fruits each day 
that there are millions of migratory people 
in our country who have no permanent 
home, but who migrate from place to place 
to gather and preserve our crops each 
year. Our offerings on the Day of Prayer 
help to provide Christian nurture and 
training for the little children and young 
people of these groups right in the camps 
where their parents are working. Then, 
again, a share of our offering goes to pro- 
vide Religious Work Directors—counselors 
and friends—for the Indian youth in gov- 
ernment schools of the West. These four 
projects constitute a very big and impor- 
tant piece of work for God which none of 
our denominations could do alone, but 
which we may do together. Shall we not 
give to them this year the hearty, generous 
support which is so greatly needed. 

“A year ago on the Day of Prayer in 
one of Korea’s cities, a poor widow almost 
totally blind and dependent upon others 
for her living, brought as her offering five 
pieces of ‘eash’—a gift which had been 
given to her that morning for her own 
needs. She insisted that all be accepted. 
The women of India—poor as they are— 
brought an offering of money, eggs, pea- 
nuts and corn to be used in sending the 
Gospel to far Tibet. Freely we have re- 
ceived from our Lord Jesus Christ, freely 
let us give.” 

The program, “That Jesus May Be Lifted 
Up” ($1.75 per 100), the “Call” (free as 
long as supply lasts), and the consecra- 
tion service to be used by the leaders be- 
fore the service, “Looking Unto Jesus” 
(10c), may be ordered from the W. M. 8. 
Depositories. Suggestions are printed on 
the program. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Faith in the Divine Fatherhood, by Wil- 
liam Peter King, D.D. Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. 372 pp., price $2. 

The author of this bulky volume is a 
Methodist clergyman. He confesses that 
his one “hobby is that Jesus Christ must 
be taken seriously,” and he dedicates his 
book “gratefully to my patient parishioners 
of the past, present, and future.” Dr. King 
rides his hobby through almost 300 pages 
with noble zeal, and not without skill. He 
ranges throwgh wide fields of thought: 
non-theistic and theistic, but he returns 
ever to the “ringing realities of the reve- 
lation of God through Jesus Christ.” 

The author has manifestly bestowed 
much thought and labor upon his book. 
He has read widely, and is soundly prog- 
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ressive in his point-of-view. But his work 
lacks concentration and depth. It is homi- 
letical rather than scholarly, though it en- 
ters into the precincts of philosophy. 
—Theo. F. H. 


F. B. Meyer, Preacher, Teacher, Man of 
God, by A. Chester Mann. Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York. Price, $2. 

This is a succint yet comprehensive biog- 
raphy of the famous English Noncom- 
formist preacher, writer, evangelist, mystic, 
seer, and champion of human rights and 
happiness, who passed to his eternal re- 
ward last March after a long life of serv- 
ice for the Master equaled by few men. 
Known personally by thousands in Eng- 
land and America, and by millions through 
his writings, this biography, with its inti- 
mate portrayal of a great spiritual char- 
acter and a marvelous work, is a fine 
commentary to a better understanding of 
his writings and a deeper appreciation of 
his sacrificial life. It is a memorial trib- 
ute which will find a place in many homes 
to the spiritual profit of the family. It is 
a work which should inspire countless min- 
isters to deeper consecration and greater 
service for the Master. A profound proof 
of Christ’s promise, “He that loseth his 
life for My sake, shall find it.” 

—wW. C. R. 


The New Testament in the Light of Mod- 
ern Research, by Adolf Deissmann, D. 
Theol., professor of theology in Berlin. 
Doubleday, Doran and Company, New 
York. 208 pp., price $2. 

The author of this book is universally 
known as one of the foremost students of 
the New Testament. Besides being a great 
scholar, Prof. Deissmann is also a renown- 
ed archaelogist. He has spent many years 
in research, and his discoveries have 
thrown a veritable flood of light on the 
New Testament—its language, and its 
making and meaning. 

A new book from his pen, therefore, is 
bound to arouse widespread interest. One 
opens it with high expectations. And this 
recent volume is a worthy addition to his 
former, works. Indeed, one might call it 
his opus magnum, Not in size, for it num- 
bers only 200 pages, but in its concentrated 
wisdom. It contains the quintessence of 
a lifetime of study and research. And it 
is so readable, so crisp in its style and so 
clear in its statements, that laymen can 
read it with pleasure, while scholars are 
pondering it with profit. It is interesting 
to note that this valuable addition to the 
library of the New Testament owes it birth 
to an American foundation. It consists 
of the Haskell Lectures, given at Oberlin 
College in 1929. I wish to recommend it 
most warmly to of the 
“Messenger.” 


the readers 


—tTheo. F. H. 


OBI ELUATE 


MRS. NETTIE M. PETERS 


Mrs. Nettie M. Peters, the wife of Rev. 
Joseph S. Peters, D.D., pastor of St. James 
Church, Allentown, Pa., departed this life 
on Jan. 2, 1930. She was born at Breinigs- 
ville, Pa., on April 27, 1881, but at an 
early age her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Zieg- 
ler, moved to Allentown, Pa., where she 
spent her girlhood days. She was a gradu- 
ate of the Allentown High School and of 
Cedar Crest College. At the time of her 
marriage to Dr. Peters her husband was 
the pastor of Emanuel Church at York, Pa. 
Later on she came to Allentown and as- 
sisted her husband in the founding and 
building up of St. James Church. She 
proved herself a most efficient pastor’s 
wife and greatly endeared herself in the 
affections of the members of the congrega- 
tion and the people of the community in 


which she lived. She was of a quiet, un- 
obtrusive nature, but by her winsomeness. 
of character she became a social and moral 
leader among the people. She was active 
in the various organizations of the Church, 
especially in the Woman’s Missionary 
Society. 

About a year ago she suffered a slight 
attack of apoplexy but had sufficiently 
recovered to resume her household duties. 
On Jan. 2 the end came suddenly while 
her husband had gone to see his mother, 
who is ill, She attained the age of 48 
years, 8 months and 5 days. There remain 
her husband and 3 children: Dorothy, 
Joseph, Jr., and Anna Louise. 

The funeral services, which were in 
charge of Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer, of 
Philadelphia, were conducted on Monday, 
Jan. 6, at the house and in St. James 
Church. The spacious Church was filled 
with friends and relatives who had come 
to pay a last tribute of respect. The in- 
terment was made in the beautiful Green- 
wood Cemetery on the family lot, by the 
side of her parents. ; 

—C. E. S. 


JOHN FLICKINGER 


John Flickinger, the son of William and 
Caroline Flickinger, died suddently of heart. 
failure at his home in Bareville, Laneas- 
ter, Co., Pa., on Jan. 14, 1930, aged 68 
years. Mr, Flickinger was an ardent and — 
faithful Church worker, giving much time 
and help to the various Church activities. 
He was a member of the Consistory of — 
Zeltenreich’s Reformed Church (New Hol- 
land Charge) for 33 consecutive years, and 
served as Church treasurer for this entire : 
period. For many years he was a sub- 
scriber of the “Messenger.” 

He is survived by his wife, M. Eliza- 
beth Flickinger, and two sons, W. Gordom 
Flickinger, M.D., of 7201 Fourth Ave.,. 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and J. Harold Flickinger, 
of Reading, Pa. 


ELDER JAMES M. BYERS 


‘James M. Byers, aged 83, well knowm 
wagonmaker of Fairview, passed to his re- — 
ward at the family home in Fairview at 
4.30 o’clock, Jan. 3, 1930. 

Elder James M. Byers was born in Fred- 
ericksburgh, Armstrong Co., and had been — 
residing in Fairview for 65 years, 

He was a retired wagonmaker, having’ 
had a wagon factory at Fairview for 57 — 
years. He retired from active business: — 
life about five years ago. When a smalf 
boy he was confirmed in St. Peter’s Re-~ 
formed Church, of Fairview. He was al- 
ways regular in attendance, filling all the 
offices of the Church with great leadership. — 
He served his Church well and at one time 
or another he had served every office im 
the Church. He for many years was teach- 
er and S. S. superintendent. He was @ 
faithful reader of the ‘‘ Messenger. ’’ 

The death angel has visited our Church, — 
and in two week’s time removed from our 
midst two loyal, faithful. members: F 
‘(Grandma Snow’’ and ‘‘Uncle Jim,’’? @ “a 
brother and sister. hy ¥ Poel 

While we bow in submission to the will Ms 
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of an allwise Father, who has taken his — Pa 
loved ones to be with Him forever, the 
members of the Church extend heartfelt 
sympathy to the bereaved families remain-_ 
ing. May the memory of these precious = =— 
lives of consecrated service, remain &@ 
benediction to them and to us all, = 
Surviving are a daughter, Pearl Byori . 
at home; four sons: Rev. E. W. Byers, of > : 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; W. J., of Fairview; Fred 
J., of Columbiana, O., and Earl i, OTise 
Fairview, and 10 grand-children. ata 
Funeral services were held from the 
family home at 2 0’clock Sunday, conduet 
ed by his pastor, Rev. Ralph Johnson 
sisted by Rev. W. W. Woodburn, o 
United Presbyterian Church, of Fait 
Pa. Interment in the Bair Creek © 
tery. neaiiee® 
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